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Greater 6 he that prop becieth , then be that 
ſpeaketh diners tongwes , except he expound 
i, that the ( hurch may receine edification. 
I, Cor 14.V. 4. _ | 


| Come and eate of my meate, and drmke of the 
| Wine tha 1 hanc drawen. Provg.v.y. 
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HONORABLE »>SIR THO- 
| ſas Egerton Knight, Lord Keeper of 
Pg ſeale of f Encland, Thomas 
es witheth increaſe of health, wealth 


}— andprojferiticinthis hfc, ana 'eng'- 
5 ef! c toy happineflc & jmmortality 
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Aint Hiezome com- 
© lained of the mul- 
titude and abuſe of 
oh iy writers In his time. 
Salomon toihew the 
vanity of mE inwri- 
v ting of bookes , be- 
. ginnerh one of his 
þookes with Vanitie, Yanttie of vanittes 
( faith Salomom the Preacher ) wanitic of 
$arities, and all s but vanitic: and as he. 
$eginneth his booke ſo heendeth ir, as if 
Fom the beginning vnro the ending, 
| ere were nothing bur vanity in allo- 
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wiſedome,he pricketh men forward and'! 


of Gods words , the words of truth, by! 
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excepted, no part or patcelf' whereof F 
may be guilty of the leaſt thought of va. f! 
nitic in the world; theholy Ghoſt being N« 
inthe holy ſcripture as the ſovle is inthe If: 
bodie.all in all,and all in cuery part. And Þ' 
therefore in the later ende of his booke Þ3? 
to leade vs vnto the beginning of true'P! 


ther bookes, the holy Scripture onely' 


exhorteth them to the diligent readmg | 


comparing them vnto puickes and nailes #7 
faftned by the maſters of the aſſemblies F< 
To auoyd Saint Hieromes complaint , & P'"! 
follow Sa/omons godly exhortation , theF® 
Author of this preſent treatiſe ypon theÞ®3 
Canticles, did exerciſe him ſelf from higf? © 
infancic in the ſtudic of Gods word , theP** 
which he read ſocarneſtly and eagerly 


as if (as Saint Auſtin faith ) he could ne$P?I! 
ver haue read it ſufficiently , though h&2'< 
ſhould haue begun neuer ſo ſoone, an" 
lived neuerſo _— finding the ſcrip 


tures by his owne experience ſo writte(f 


10! 
fel 


f 


in diuecrſe_places ( though all Scriptu 
be written for our inſtruction ) as if PX<® 
mb: 


"Hae. 
were not written; as it was fd of cer- 
taine bookes of CAriſtotle : : in fo much 
_"thatwhen the Eanuch readeth,Philiphad 
, - heed toſtandby &i interpret. He thovghe | 
= Mt good , for the goodof the Church and 
ploric of God, to beſtow the greateſt 
'partof his time \partlyj in tranflating the. 
Bible into his mother rongue (which he 
Vid moſt exactly) partly in writing ſuch | 
k cammentarie vpon the Bible,as might 
Jn doubtfull and hard places fully ſatisfie 
and content the minde of the religious 
header. Now there are many which haue 
written ypon the Bible learnedand godly 
kommentaries inall tongues 8 langua-: 
; apr ,many more now (thanks be to God). 
$n theſe later dayes, the in former times: 
put of all late writers ,chere is none (for 
yÞny that I haue ſcene or heard ) which 
c$nay be compared with this Braczols , for 
of blurs and exquiſite knowledge in the 
ongues, great reading in the Fathers, 
: zortneſle and plainreſle i in delivering, 
pf the meaning of the holy Ghoſt , and | 
Baſt of all ſuch ſoundneſſe in Religion, & 


| of doarine, as may ſceme ad- 
"T5 


4 
« 


therefore labouredrto ſuppreſle eandabo4 ra 
liſh his painfull Iabours:but man purpo: 

ſerh and [God diſpoſeth.For as they haud 
bene Ps: twile, ſo belle Haus they Cl 
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mirable in any man, but in Br«c#/; an; "he; 


Italian, wonderfull beyond the degree of Ithe 
- Jrairariss. For ſurely as it feemed reed 7 
vnt9 the Iewes,that out of Galile ſhoulc4 he 


come any good: fo it is no leſle ſtrange: ſur 


' vnto ſome, tharTtalie ſhould affoord Vit uic 

ny good 3 Italy being the cage of vn-1 rh, 
ono and ſeate of Antichriſt. Bui; do 
God, the God of the Gentiles as well at} 
ofthe lewes, the God of lralians as ol! 
Engliſh:;nen, no accepterof perſons, of 
reſpecter of place, hath euen in Iralie} 
many.( peraduenture thouſands ) which 
have not bowedtheir knees vnto Baal, c-) p; 
lecting ſome outot each nation 8 coun-} ſe! 
trey., to make vp rhe ſumme of hisele&.; w 
Now as God in his mercie hath ſtirred! by 
vp ſome to defende his 'gloric in other! hj 
countreys , ſohathhe raiſed vp this Brs4 of 
cjalirobea principall ſetter forth of his fo 
.gloric in Italie , whichthat man of ſinnq 
theRomane Antichriſt perceiuing, hath 


Dedjcatorie. 
bene printed, andtharin nootherplace 


ne Venice , dedicared to men of the 
} contrary religion, which(itſhould ſeemY 
7 he profeſſed , and ſubmitted to rhe cen- 


*$ ſareofour holy mother the Church: :pro- 


i uided that our of the Scriptures and Fa- 
1 thers they ſhould be able to retute his 
"y doctrine , which out ofthe both he had 
7 moſt lJearnedly copiled. The time wherin 
1 he lived I findnot certainly ſer downeof 


WM any: but this is moſt certaine ,thatheli- 


& ued abour the time of Conradua Pellica- 


1 ws, ſome 700r80 yearesago, andthar ' 
1 pellican did veric much profite him-- 
-} ſelfe by. Brucioli,, or Bracioli by Pellicans 


: writingss which 1s the.more probable, 
0 by how much the more Brac/ol; hath in 


[7 | his Comentary,beſides that which is out 


4 of Peljcar tranſlated into his books word 


$f for word in diuerſe places. The order & | 


{ method which he obferged in his Com- 
1 mentaric is ſuch as deſerueth to be imi- 


+ rated of all men that labour in this buſi- 
| neſle, incaſie andfacill places ofthe Bi- 


arder Places r co be 
© 4 


ſhort and bricks: 1 


ble, cicher to be __ filent,orvery 
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more plentifull and copious, inno place 
ſpending paper and inke in idle and vn- | 


profitable queſtions, ſuch as tend not to 
_ edification. As to diſpute the caſe inthis 
Commentarievpon the Canticles,whe- 


ther of the three bookes which Salowen 
wrote , he wrote'the Canticles in the 

ficſt or ſecond place, as the Tewes ima-- 
_ gine, orlaftofall, asall the Latine wri. 


ters doconſent. VVhether there be more 


perſons then foure,or whether this book . 


be meant literally of Pharaohs _— 
or myltically of the Church: theſe que- 


L 


ene neo oe ee ee YO Now. ES 


| ſtions being farre abouethe reach ofthe | 


commso ſort of people, he omitteth pur- | 


poſely. And becauſe all writers with one 
. voyceconſent that the Church is meant 


by the Spouſe, he ſo raketh it without a- ' 


ny further adoc, inſtructing vs in theſe 
- points of religion, neceſſary to be taught 


of him and vnderſtood of vs. That the 


Church here militant conſifteth of two 


parts, a viſible andan inuiſtble: that in 


the Church Chriſt muſtbearerule, and !' 
notPeter;thatGods word muſt bc heard, | 


-andnot mens traditions : finallyherea- 


cheth | | 


SD palin. Ol 
cheth vs the neceſiitie of faith,and f ruite 
of good workes : theſe are the principall 
points which he handleth inthis booke, 


cucry where ioyning with them matter 


of comfort and exhortation: and thus. 


much for Bruczo{t and his Commentary, 
;Now for my ſelfe and my tranſlation, I 
could have wiſhed that others which 


|havethegiftof1 interpretation,wold have 


taken the worke in band, but fecingthey 
have bene tlacke in this buſiceſſe, I have 
for that exceeding great loue which T 
beare vnto the workes of this learned 
man, a ſtranger , butnot jrom the faith, 
wranſkred this booke of the Canti- 
cles , with that minde which he wrote it, 
ro the gloricof God and benefite of hide 
Church. In tranſlating of it I hauenoc. 
 yeelded word for word , but fence for 
ſence, and ſentence for. ſentence. For the 
cext 1 have not followed mine Authour,, 
but taken the authorized tranſlation in 
our Engliſh Bibles, for thar it is.2 matter 
of great difficulric ,andnotfor a young; 
| man to tranſlate ; "md is befides war- 


ranted by Falke againſtthe Papiſts , and 


&.) 
Sa 
ft} 
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learned Maiſter Heokey againft our ad- 
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uerfaries at home; only I hauenoted the 
differences which are not many, cither < 


by the {ide of the booke , or inthe text of 


the Commentarie. This ſmall labour of 
mince, I am bold to preſent vnto your 
Lordthip (right Honorable.)Others for 
other reſpetes, out of the treaſures of 
their wits and induſtries, haue preſented 
you with greater volumes: my ſcltbeing 
young in yeatesand poore in wit , doof- 
fervp into your hafids, all that I haue as 


yet prouided , which is at the moſt but a 


poore Orphans mite. VV hich I doin this 


' reſpeonely; for that honorable regard 


which your Lordſhip hath of learning & 


rcligio,which are the loadſtones to draw 


the hearts of men vnto you. For which 
cauſe my ſelt being as yet vaknowne vn- 


 toyour Lordſhip, am mouedto ſue vnto 
_ the ſame for proteHion; for proteftion 


for myſeltc, and defence for mine Au- 
thor, ameere ſtranger ; the title of your 
office and vertuous diſpoſition to others 
doth promile vs great comfort, For ſee- 
ing God hath made youa Keeper, _ 

Y. enat 


Fs 


 Deatcatorie. 

thatas itishere in the Canticles, ofma- 
| nyvines, and that you haue kept your 
vines ſo, that of the frute thereof hath 
' Bene made wine right comtortablevnto 

many drooping hearts in this. land,what 
remaineth there in me , buttobe corfi- 
dent in your Honors kind acceptance of 
this booke , and ro beſcech God the true 
keeper of Iirael which neither flumbreth 
nor ſleepeth , long to preſerue your Ho- 
'nourin health, to the maintenance of 


icarning and religion, the preſeruation- | 
of her Maicſtie, and vniuerſall goodof 


this land, 


Toxnr Honors in all dutic, 


Thomas lames, 


=_ "es , 
5 w” 
- ng a c 
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The Tranſlatour tothe courteous; 

—_—C 

Chriſtian I preſume thou art that. 
'readeft this booke , curteous Tcall 
thec, becauſe I hope to find thee fo: 
by it is as much as I deſire, and ſurely 
noleſle doth mine Author deſerue His name 


is Bracieol:, by birth an Italian , his countrey 


(as I gueſlc)Florence,and therfore aſtranger; = 


ifa (tranger,intreat him asa ſtranger,that is, 
gcntly & kindly,and know that it is thy du- 
tie;if 1t be not thy curteſic ſo to do: for there 
15a dutie which belongeth vnto ſtrangers, 


commanded in the Law, nd commended in. 


the Goſpell.As a ſtranger by birth, ſo good. 
mult be done vnto him in generall,but as he 
is not a ſtranger fro the faith, ſo we are bound. 
toſhew him ſpecial fauor:for ſo the Apoltle 


. . S. Paule willeth vs for to do; Do good(ſaith' 


he)vnto all men, but eſpeciallic or chieflic to 
thoſe which are of the houſhold of faith. Of 
this houſhold was ZBr#c:0/i, andjnot of that 
other houlhold of good workes, where none. 
but merit-mongers and ſuperarrogant or. 
ſaperogating Papiſts dwel.Reade his Com- 
mentarie, and thou wilt confeſle as much: 
there is often mention of faith , of 1aſtificati- 
on|by faith only,of faith and taſtification by 


mputcation- (till faith comes in, asif our 


- ations 


A 


F2 ,To the Reader. = 
ations were as inſipid and vnpleafant with- 
put faith, as the old ſacrifices were vnſauo 
without ſalt. The Law requireth falt in all ſa- 
_ Erifices, Brc50{; requireth faith in cuery a&ti- 
: pnthe maketh it the ſubic& of his diſcourſe, 
Lins it in in cueric chapter,in eucric page, 
| yeaalmoſtin eucrieline,as if it were thecens 
ter wherunto all the lines of his commenta- 
rie mult of force haue bene drawne. Et 
brace his booke therfore in thine hands, and 
entertain his doarine into thine heart.Scorne 
him not becauſc hee is not atrired after the 
fine Italian faſhion, for this were eo accept 
of him for his good apparrell and noe for his 
good partes, which Saint [awes noted for 
s fault in the Tewes. Brucro/iis now in En go 
land & notin Italie,& therfore muſt be con- 
tee with ſuch apparrel as onr colitry affords, 
he hath che beſt that could be gotte for him, 
for indeed it is all that could be goteen, either 
he muſt haue this or none, & better this then 
none,for I hope it is good & ſtrong, thouzh 
1t be not very coltly &finc: the fineſt thredes, 
be not euer the beſt, forthe ſpiders wold vn- 
do weauers & ſpinners, & be ſet a work more 
thEthey be,& yet I cannot ſay but they work 
too faſt many times: but alas it is in ſucking 
ſoure out of ſweet, & drawing forth poyſont 
from hony. Theſe creatures I donot like, the... 
Lyon naturally hatcth the mouſe, che ſhcepe 


\ 


 Hholdbe fitter men to be temples of the holy 


| of theſe wicked creatures, as cucr Egipt ſwar- 
med with frogs:there wasno houſe, no place 


ecrscan pleaſe the, & no marucl, for Ithinke + 


, To the Ready, | 
a wolf, & naturally I do abhor theſe men f6.. 1 
my very heare, & therfore ifany ſpider come. * | 
ypon my book,it ſhall be lawful for any mſi, *. 
either to ſweep , orelsto blow him away,for, 
heis buc alight perſon of himſelfe,and cafily 
blowne away that ſpenderth his time in this” 
fort, how heauy ſocucr hee prooue to others, * 
They ſay there beno {piders in Ireland,ther. - 
houſes arc built of ach a wood as breedeth. 
none-O that England were as Ircland in this - 
reſpc&,and that all our houſes were buileof  * 
this kind of tunber,then would the houſe of 
God go better forward then itdoth, and we 


Ghoſt the we are:but now the world is as ful 


inEgypt but there were frogges tobe found: 
there is no place,no houſe almoſt in Englid 
where there are not ſome of theſe venimous 
ſpiders tobe found:a man ſhal find chEeu 

whercin citic & ficlds,in beds and at boord, 
incourt & country.Ifa yong man write.they | 
fay his head is too greene : if an old man,they 


pa ewes ao fo eps re ee ne 0 a. ww oo ei 


Gy his beſt is paſt-ifa mi of middleage, they © | 
fay at that time his body 1s more fit for aftis, i 
then his mind is apt to conteEplation: ſo that 


neither old, nor yong,nor middle aged wri- 


y cannot pleaſe themſclues. But chiefly 
e ſpider-catching Zoiluſer do ſhoot the + 


CA een F 


) To the Reader, 
{ venime of their tongues againſt painfall tran- 


: } |flators of bookes which ſecke other mens pro- 
- \fits, &© not their owne, reaping not the fruit of 


* ehat which they haue ſowne,and like candles 
\fpending thelſclues to giueothers light . Bute 
what ſaich M. Aomws with his crue of carping 
knighes.theſe men mar all with their tranflati- 
ons, it was neuer well with vs(that is, thatare 
learned ) fince ſo many books were tranſlated 
intoengliſh,their labor were better ſpared the 
imploycd, they corrupt bookes, miſinterpret 
writers,are enemies vnto the comon wealth, &: 
'enemics to all good learning, Ifthis be all they! 
hauc to ſay;they ſay in word fomewhat, in ef= 

_ - fe nothing:for either they take that for a fale, 
Wwhichisnot (fo indeed, orels they knowe not: 
how to diſtinguiſh the abuſcfro the thing, &1o 
ſpeake againſt they know not what. Tranſla- 
tors hauec their faults & abuſes as well as other 
men,as when they tranſlate fooliſh & ynprofi« 
table,or wicked & vngodly books , or els mi(-. 
tranſlate & mifinterpret books,and then the a- 
buſe proceedeth either of malice or of igno- 
race:if of malice their reproofe is iuſt; ifof ig- 
' norance,blame the not, vales it be affeed: for 
_ + the beſt that is may miſle in a ſtrage language, 
| wheEnomanknowethall in hisowne tongue; 
And thus far reacheth their complaine againſt 
che abuſe of tranſlations, which may in no 
wiſe be excuſed. As for the harme that cometh 


by making learning too Common, me of comon £ 


? mY n = an 
« ” 
» [7 
” q 
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corrediedinthelatter cndofthe books. 


T- the Reader. 


iudgement may by vulgar exam __ eafily re-' 7, 
futc them. Theſunne & moone, fire and water | 


arc profitable,& yet common:the Philoſopher! 
faith, Bonwm quo communius,co me/ins: good the 
commoner it is, the better it is: if 1t beetrue in 
philoſophicyic is true in diuinity,& therfore S. 


Pan! wilheth that all men were learned as hee 


was,and that all men could ſpeak with divers 
tongues as hedid, &c. I would that theſe meny 
Which think they baue S. Paxles learning,had 
S Parles zeale (ſoit were according to know- 
ledge) tolceke other mens 200d and not their 
own;for now marchits do notmonopolize the 
goods of acitic more the theſe do appropriate 
yntotheſelues the learning of whole vniwerſt> 
tics, & whethey haucit, what do they witht, 
but keep i it vntotheſclues?Becauſe I wold not 
be of this od1ous ſe of men(moſt curteous & 
Chriſtian reader)I haue at vacant times trafla- 
ted according to that meaſure of knowledge 


which God hath giuen me,both this book and 


ſome others,as the hiflorie of the Ieſwits, Sto 


rall Philoſophy of the Stoickes', which with per-| 
miſſis of my ſuperiors, Imean ſhortly co pub- 


liſb,if God wil,and health permit mie ſo todo, 
Take this bookein good part: acceptof my. 

ood wil faulgpardon & amend, whether they 
an the Printers or the tranſlators:the preface is. 


both me 


the Authors & not mine, iteſcaped 


| Fu 


& the Printer before I was aware,the reſt read | /e 


FS 
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The Preface tothe Booke. 


= 
1. 
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} He booke of the Canicles s 
YN a holy and admirable booke, 


i WU &: ax ries and mot hidden /e / li | 
| whereby it is moſt euident , that they haue 
| bene nota litle aecerurd , which go about to 
| dimenishthe credit andauthoritie thereof: 
| for becauſe herein are contained, ſundry 
| enterchangzeable diſconrſes , and dialogues 
| of mutuall loue betweene the bride andthe 
| 6ridegrome , therefore forſooth hane they 
thought it good to call this booke in queſtio; 
45 if it were not an v/uall matter with the 
holy Ghoſt in the holy Scripture go ſet down 
the ſincere and vnfained loue of God and 


| theChurch , wnder the freure of chaſtand | 


4 
b. i 
FY : 
[t [ 
\ 


| of wickedneſſe and 1dolatrie, by the ſimili- 


ſcene in the ſecond and thirdof leremie, 
$06 {| GAA 


Fe very ſpiritual , full of myſte- © | | * 


| holy wedlocke : as alſo to diſcouer the force | 


tude of the adulterou woman, as it wtobe © 


doubt or wanering af all, that this Treatiſe ; 
# not carnally and literally , but ſpiritually Ty, 
and myſtically to be vnderſiood. In joe | 
fort , that 1 hold this for an z-nfallible and | 
certaine truth , that there are comprehen- | ;, 
ded and contained in this ſmall booke, the | of 

\exceeding erent affection and lone of our |, 
Loyd leſtts C hrift 3 and the hely Chxrch of 1; 
the ſerif beleeners ; the neceſſarie w/e} th, 

of the word of God, the profite and pleaſant-] jh, 
meſſe thereof the efficacie of faith and heath jh, 
of charity. Furthermore we learne to know| (c} 
what are the operations 'of the ſpirit , and\|jy / 
. what are the works of the fles h:& briefly, we 


The Preface. ; 
andin the ſixteenth Chapter of Ezechiel, | y 
Beſides alithis, there are certaine places in | y, 
thu booke, whereby no otherwiſe then as it | ,, 
were by certaine beames and lizhts, this | bs 


point iz made ſo cleare axd manifeſt , that * 
we may very well ſay without any maner ef | 


4 


that which doth any maner of tray cocernt} tee 


or reſped? the Church; and all this , vader]; ;e 


the figuratiue talk and communication be- _ 
gweene the Bridegroome and the Spouſe |rhe 


Now Christ ut the Bridegroome , 45164511, irs 


the 3.of lehnwerſe 29. He that hath thilyy, 
L 1” bride]. _ 


; PR 00-61 
b 1 bride js the bridegrome, andthe Churchis 
4 his ſpouſe. Hoſea Chapter 2. Thoushalt call| 
't * me 1(hi or my hasband,c} I wil marry thee| 
A | wnto me for euer . And thu ſpouſe is atten-| 


t | dedon with her young maiaens , that 6s to. 


j 


f | ſay, with the particular ſoules of the faith- 
e full, which as follow after the odoriferous; 
, F and ſavcry ointments of our Sautocur leſus | 
p {Chriſt . And the bridegrome likewiſe hath | 
4 3 bu friends that do follow & accipany him, | 
- | ro wit ,the trucBishops,& ſincere Prechers 
| bf the wordof God,which he cals unto him 
Ti rocate e drinke,er make mcrry with him. 
| Theſe men heare the woyce of the Charch,\4 
that t to ſay ,the words of Chriſt. Neuer- 
| rhelefſe, rhis is not ſo tobe underſtood, but 
that all the faithful may rightly terme the- 
Vi ſelues freds of the brideerome.The title or 
4 tnſcriptio is the s ong of Sopgs, as if s h erin 
| were contained ſongs which diafarre ex- 
el teed all other ſones, in plenty of holy myſte- 
T1ries, and they are called the ſongs of Salo- 
| 107, or Salomons ſongs , becauſe hee writ | 
I rhem being inſpired by the holy Gvoſt of the| 
true Salomon leſus Chriſt. VVe reade of 
of many Canticles or ſongs im the ſcripture,as 
of SD DF. ie © 


"aa. 


The Preface, 


| the ſong of Moyſes,Deborah Joſus, Anna, j 


| compriſeth not one onely. ſong which Salo-” 
\mon ſong but there are many ſongs herein 


contained, all written in one book, but con- 


cerning one mattcr , ana one argument, | 
' wherin are expreſied moſt truly the chari- | 
ve, faith , lone, zo , delights, and digerſe y 
kinds of benefits (not without vehemet & | 
earneſt affeftions) wherewith our moſt lo- | 
| wing c-merciful redemer doth follow his e- | 
_' | lett with inexplicable graces,by the grace | fe 
| & fauor of the almighty God. So that they |: 
being flirred vp by the holy Ghoſt, dowith | 
' certaine vnſpeakeable affettions of loue, } 
1 gc 
| dinine grace and bountie of God: deſiring | 


| regard, behold,and approch neere unto the 


| |Dauid, Abacuck, andotbers but this booke®! | 


Is 
2 
_ 
w 


= / 
{ 


F 


6b 


47. 


moſt earneſtly and denoutly to be commens-\| 41 
| ded, approoued,and daily more and more e-| ge 


ſteemed and fauoured of him: in ſuch ſort. 
' that if there be found any error or fault in| 
' therr lines and conuerſations ( as ſpots and; 
blots or wennes in their forheads do ſome-? 
times happen ) yet that they may not be re-? 
| fuſed or rejefted for this or the like things, 
| or hage any cauſe to diſtruſt his merciful 

24 _ 


of 
| 2. 


1 


£1 kindveſſe or lowing favor, but that the fal- 


” ling out of louers , may be the renewing of 

= lone. For lowers being iealous one of another 

| are mutually and ſuddenly prowked wnto 
wrath, & 4s ſuddely reconciled and pacifi- 
ed, and afterwaras they become greater 

1 friends then they were before. This then is 

" the principall intent and purpoſe of this 

5» | booke . This the ſong of God the ſpouſe, 
; unto every faithfull ſoule , and generally. 

. | wuntoal theCharch. Neither are we to look 

1c] for any preciſe order inthis dialogue or co- 

* munication , which is not v(uall amongſt 

1 perfelt louers, where all things how ſoeucr 

1 «nd where ſoeuer done ,are taken invery 

£1 goodpart, where, euen errors, ignorances, 
2 | and miſlakes are accepted of and laught at, / 
. and where quarrels contentions, ſtrife, an- 
.] ger,andblowes alſo many times , are heard 


'® 
to 
© 


t | of, approued, and in moit friendly ſort ad- . 


| mitted. Andinthis booke , there be foure 
1 ſundry ſorts of perſons to be obſerued of vs. 


þ IE”. 
CE oe Rot By 


-{ The bridegrome , and the friends of the 
- | bridegrome; the ſpouſe ana her young dam- \ 


* ſels or waiting maides , and as the bride 
1} faith one thing , andthe briaegrome 4no- 


 ThePreface. 2 
ther : ſo the young virgins that waite on, || | 
the ſpouſe , and the friends of the bride- 
grome, are brouzht in ſpeaking contrarie | 
and dinerſe things, yet all of them betoke= 
ming godly & xend affettions. Now by the |. 
bridegrome we may (45 we hawe before ae 
clared unto you ) underſtand Chriſt , by 
rhe ſpouſe the Church, by the friends of the | 
bridegrome the Preachers of the Goſpel, 7 
ſuch as chew vs the way vnto Chriſt , ana © 
dirett vs unto his eternall marriage,ana 
beagenly banquet . The young virgins are 
the fatthfull ſoules , which ds alwayes ac- 
Company the Speuſe,antlye muſt note, that 
the Spouſe aoth alwayes long ro bee in the 
 bouſe bed,or other ſecret and inwaraplace, 
with her welbeloued, according unto the 
cuſtome of women, and the bridegrome, af<- 
zer the manner of men, calleth the Spouſe 
feorth intothe wineyeard , or abroad into 
the ficlds,or unto ſome ſuch places: becauſe 
ſoit zs,and it s moſt tine, that the Church 
of it felfe would willinely (if ſobe that it * 
were poſſible ) brings vp her children in 
quiet reſt and tranquility, but he onthe 0- 
cher ſide , thinketÞ it good to exerciſe > 
FETTH _wild3- 
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with many tribulations, and perſecutions, 


. go the endethat she may the better come 
| wnto the conſideration of eternall things, 

| and alſo that if matters do happen well 

| and happy ,yet , that amiddeſt hey proſpe- 
pay s 

| the pleaſures andentiſing barts of this pre- 

| ſent worla:but alrayes hope auderone af- 
| ter anheaucnly countrey . SE, 


e may not bee too far aclighted with 


Thus endcth the preface,the Com- 
 mentazie followeth, 


; | , @ | 
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Thefirſt Chapter ofthe + 


IT Lethimkiſſe me with the ki 


Canticles. 


ozntments thy name is 45 an ointmet pow- 
red ont: therfore the virgins lone thee. 


Draw me: we will run after thee:the 


king hath brought me into his chambers:we 


will retoyce ana be pladinthee: wewil re- 
member thy loue more then wine: the righ- 


teom do loue thee. 


' 


The 


| 


Commentaric. 


'S | He wordes of the Spouſe are 
=D | theſe: Let him kiſſe me. Where: 
firſt of all wemult conſider, 
what is the meaning of theſe 


O 


doth ſo earneſtly deſire and 


long after. A kiſle is a teſtimonie of friend- 
 ſhip,louc,and goodwill,cherfore the Church 
defareth a kiſle of our Sauior, that 1s as much _ 


as 


ſes of 
hu moath : for thy lowe is better then wine, 


2 Becauſe of the ſauour of thy good 


kiffinges which the Church 


; 
= 
: 
” 


1 by any other, but by chee my Sauior Chriſt. | 
\  ForIknow this, and am molt certainly per- 
{waded of it , that I ſhall ncuer be able toco- 


| A Comment .vpon the Canticles. 


2 3s to ſay, topurchaſe and obtaine his friend- ' 

' ſhip, loue and goodwill. Her requeſt is then 

: thather finnes may be forgiuen her,and that 

/ ſhe may reobtaine the fauor of God by him, , 
ſhe confeſleth her ſinnes vnto God, crauing | 
pardon for the ſame, and ſhe calleth for the; 
| Goſpell, becauſe ſhe would faine heare the | 
| comfortable andpleaſanr voyce of remiſſion | 

| of finnes, pronounced through Teſus Chriſt: 

| and the ſpouſe requeſteth the amiable kiſles | 
| of the bridegromes owne mouth, to ſhew & 
| eeſtify the great deftre which ſhe had to heare 
Chriſt alone,and no other ſpeake,& to make 


knowne the vehemencie of her goodwill to- 


wards him For it had bene ſufficient to haue. 
| ſaid: Let hanhiſſe me: but the loucof faith, & 


holy delight of the ſoule,made her adde theſe 


' wordes , with the kiſſes of his month : as if ſhe. 
| ſhold haueſaid, The greateſt thing thatI can; 
' :-with for 1n this world, is to obtaine the loue 


& fauor of God, which I ſceIcan not obtain 


py my ſaluatis by the merits of my works, 


| but by thee alone, when it ſhall pleaſe thee, 
| to vouchſafe me the benefite of thy ſweete | 
| kiſles, thatisto ſay, of thy grace and loues. | 


For thy loue us better the wme. Herethe ſpoule 


yeeldeth a reaſon, why ſhe wold ſo willingly) | 


AC ommentarie 

be kiſſed of him, becauſe his loue is better he. | 
any precious thing whatfocuer , which #4} 
expreſleth by wine. Where by the way Wwe 
muſt note, that by his loue is meant the d 
Arinc of the Goſh pell, and the graces which 
the bridegroome brought into the world 
with him : : eſpecially if weconflider, howe' 
much this doctrin which ſoproceedeth from 
the lone of che ſpoule, is better then that! 
wherewith {he was ſuſtained and comforted} 
before the coming of the bridegrome, and 
therefore ſeeing the abundant grace & good-: 
wil of chis her bridegroome cowards me] 
breaketh forth into theſe words : T hy lone «| 
better then wine, that is to ſay, aboue that do-| 
| Arine wherewith ſhe was comforted of the] 
auncicnt fathers : ſo that this is the ſenſe of 
the whole verſc: I deſire the kiſles of thy! 
mouth, chat is, I looke for my redemption at | 
thy hands , becauſe thy precepts andinftru- 
Qiions are milke and food to nouriſh me vp. 
vato cternall life,and they are better then che 
Law,which ſtrikes vs downe to the ground ' 
with remembrance of ourſinnes, and aboue' 
all other doftrines which do not ſtrengthen 
buc kill the ſimple and weake ones, as wine, : 


which cither killeth young children, or clſc -. ; 
maketh chem drunke, Thus then the Church . 
being inflamed as the ſpouſe towardes her | 
bridegroome;cricth out a Ld. yh hirs 


I 


p08 the Canticles. 


7 Biſeme with the leſſer of bismonth. Thatis to 


fay,lct the Bridegroome himſelfe, come to 
teach and inſtruR, to ſane and deliver mee, 


neither lethim teach me any longer by the 


mouth of the Patriarkes and Prophets, but 


| lee himcomehimſelfe to informe mee with 


the words of his own mouth,and fo be con- 
tent to receiue the kiſle of my mouth: thae . 


| js, let himnot deſpiſe mee, or turne away , 
| his face from me, ſeeking 6 asking after the 
| way of ſaluation. And this was then fulfilled 
' as wedoverily beleeuc , when fitting on the 


mountaine he taught his dzſciples, whe fpea- 


| king as the Bridegrome is woont to do vnto 
the ſpoule; he ſaid: Bleſſed are the poorein 


ſpirit, for theirs is the kingd6of god:Kmany 
other things which follow there i the fame 
chapter. Here he gaue the Spcule his Church 


| a kille,and opening his mouth promiſed yn- 


to his Apoſtles, thatis to ſay,vnto his ſpouſe 


the Church,the ioyes of the kingdom ofhea- 
uen. Here I ſay, the Bridegroome ſheweth. 
his lone towards his ſpouſe, better the wine, 

| thatis to ſay,then the doArineof the Lawe, 

| |orany other doftrine : becauſe the very in- 
ſtructions of the new teſtament, de:make all 
thoſe which ſhall be borne-againe of water 

| andofthe ſpirit, fit for ercrnal life, which the 
Lay was not able to bring to paſle. 


2 
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4 Commenterie 
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| Thewords of the Spomſe unto the - 
Brigdegroome. 


2 Becauſe of the ſanonr of thy good 01 801nt-. 


ments, thy name is as an ointment powrea ont: 


. therefore the virgins lone thee, _. 


Becauſe of the ſanour of thy gooa,C&c. What 


15 that thou ſayeſt, 6 deareſt Spouſe, of the 


name of thy Bridegroomeand welbeloued? 


\ That itislike ynto an odoriferous ointmer, 
poured forth, which being preached & pub- 


liſhedabroad throughout the whole world, 


doth yeeld a moſt ſweet ſauour in the ele * 
| of God: andlaſt of all becauſe this Bride- 
groomedoth moſt entirelic loue vs, & ſhew 
his mercy towards vs, to thecnd that hee 


might take the Churchto be his ſpouſe, and 


make his great name knowne abroad which 


is como vnto him with the father & the ho- 


lie Ghoſt:he tooke fleſh vpon him, becauſe 
the ſpouſe ſhold run vnto him with greater 


cofidencie & boldneſle for help & ſuccour, 


| This ſpouſe looked forhis comming along 
time,in; the end he came, and at the preſence 


and voice of the Bridegroome, ſhe reioyced 


that he deſceded that the might aſced:& ſhe 


did run in faith behind him "to be partaker 
 ofhis ointmentes : for afterwards when the 
etcrnall Bridegroome of the Church was 
| made fleſh,as the ointment of his name was 
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|} fpreadabroadand powredout throughout 
8 is world, the young virgins, that is to ſay, 
- the ſoules of the ele, did find the ſentther- 


:. 


. ] of to be excecding pleaſant and ſweet , the 


| holy Ghoſt ſo working , and bringing ie to 
| paſſe, and foorthwith they were delighted 

: with the bridegrome , and beleeued inhim, 
» 7 Whom, after the maner of married women, 
| } they doloue moſtentirely and ſyncerely:and 
1 by the ſiweete ſmelling ointments are to bee 
. { ynderſtood, the wholſome gifts of the holie 
1 Ghoſt, whence come theſe hot and zealous 

: ? words of faith, hope and charitie : and theſe 


fA 


: yong damſcls, which Itold you before were 
4 theſoules of the eleR,renued and regenera- 
2 |ted in Chriſt, the filthineſle of the olde man . 
being put away , inflamed with theſe three 
1 vertues or gifts of God {as I called them) do 
7 Jone and imbrace this welbcloued bride- 
þ pong perceiuing that by him,and through 
' } his meanes they haue obtained full remiflion 
{ andpardon for all their finnes, and purcha- 
} fed vnto themſclues theſe giftes of the holy _ 
{ Ghoſt, whence come theſe words : Theloue _ 
1] of God is ſpread abroad in our hearts,by the 
; meanes of the holic Ghoſt , which isgiuen 
| vnto them. D 
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3 Draw me:we will Om ( frek thee: the king * 1 'f 
bath brought me mto his chambers : we will re- © þ 
101ce and vee glad's in thee, we will remember thy 4” 
lone more then wine:the righteous do loue thee, | iy 
Draw me.T he Church of the faithful cri- 1 | 
eth out and ſaith, good God draw me vnto |! 
ehee by the grace of thy eleQion, to the end} 
that after we haue a litle ſmelled 6 felt this | F 
{ſweet odour , wee may be fully vnited vnta, þ 4 
thee. And thus both the ſpouſe and her mai- F 
dens ,- dcing allured with the wonderfull, ! 
pleaſant odour of the bridegroms ointmets,, | 
do runne after hum whom they loue, & =| \ 
word :0draw, ſignifieth akind of violence, | 
or force, as ifa man were to be haled with, | 
ropes out of ſome deepe pit: for the {poule, | 
as long as ſhe liueth in this world, hath] Þ* 
the fleſh which reſiſteth God drawing, bue| F 
God which draweth her is able to ouercome! F* 
it,& cherfore the ſpouſe when ſhe is drawne' | X 
deſireth him that hee would neuer ceaſe to. ! 
drawand to pul her vnto him: knowing full, | 
wel,that otherwiſe ſhe ſhold wit of herrock | [' de 
& ſtregth, becauſe indeed, he that is notdras Fh 
wen, veriherh, the holy ghoſt teſtifying thus Þ* 
much, that no man comcth vnto the father Þa 


vnles the father drayy him. Fe will run after 
thee BY 


_ 


| _ the Cantiches, = 
| &:5ce. So then the ſoules of theeleR, fo made 
q %.by faith, andthe virgins and damſels of the 
'» ſpouſe, whoſe mindes are vndefiled and vn- 
£| F | > onted,do ſay vnto the bridegrome,, we will 
71 Iran af;er thee. As who would fay,cthe ſauour_ 
Fof hy ointments , doth fo forcibly draw vs 
Fvneo thee; althoueh the fleſh be vawilling & 


| 
o | refuſe to run after thee with the ſpoule) that 
di ce cannot chuſe but do whatſocuer thou 


commandeſt ys, for thy fpirit maketh_ all 


| ; 

a things.ſeeme they neuer ſo hard & vnpoſſt- 
{ Þlc,poſlible,plealant and caſte to be borne. 

it JT The words of the ſpouſe vnto the 

>; young as ai | | 


ml $ 'The king hath brought mer. Chril hea- | 
h, Feth the petitionof the ſpouſe, graunteth her 
H equeſt,and draweth herafter him: he brin-_ 
kl veth her into his chambers,that is,intoquiet . 
My : places, ſuch as aretrue peace,quictneſle, and: 
c: | Jccuritie of Chriſtian iuſtice,& inward ioyes | 
e Þfthekingdome of heauen: andin thefechi- | 
o. Þers are hidden the ſecrets of God, thatisto_ 
11 Fay; the truth of his word. Andin theſe chi-. 
- ers or cloſets of the kingdome of God, the | 
.. Fhurch 15 toco6fider thoſe hidde things which | 
« Fcither cyc hath ſcene, nor care heard, nor | 
Hath cntred at anic time into the heare of 


an: that is, which cannot be comprehended 


F! w_ ſence of fleſh, becauſe the peace ther- 
B . | 


- "We 
T2 
= 

WF 


A Commentarie | 
of paſſcth all vnderſlanding: and the ſpouſe 
ſpeaketh vnto the yong virg1ns, that is ,- the 
Church of Chriſt ipeaketh vnto her faithful 
which are regeneratedin Chriſt : and fo in4 
deed we ought all of vs humbly to beſcecif 
our bridegrome Chriſt, that it would pleaſf 
him tohelp and ſuccour ys, running aſcer 
him for ſuccour & help, by reaching out hii 
hand vnto vs,& keeping vs from falling.Bes 
cauſe,thar vnletle he put ro his helping hang 
we arenotabletoſtand vpvpoour feet,mucl; 
Jeſle:to run about. And finaily, the yong ma 
being adimitred into thereſt and quietnes off 
tne aforenained chavers,do ſpeake after this 
maner of wiſe ynto the bridegrome : We wil 
rewyce + be alad mthee. As if they ſhould 
haue ſaid, Wedelire to reioyce and beglad 
in thee alone,and in no other:& furthermor 
they ad thcle words : Wewill remember tl 
lone more then wine:that is to ſlay , tO the end 
that we may truly reioyce, and{that our io) 
may not be a vaine or tranſitorie ioy,we wilw| 
remember thy louing kindneſſe & amiable 
comforts vnto vs ward, that is , we will call 
to mind, how for our ſakes,miſerable & mor 
tall men,thou tookeſt fleſh,8& ſufferedſt for 
our ſaluation;and laſt of al, becauſe they pre 
miſe toapproch neere vnto their only brid 
ome Chriſt,they commend & praiſe by 
Teflie, ſaying,the righteous ſhall lone thee 
The wicked praiſe & extoll wicked things 


"23 20M 


fort ebe Canticles. 


neither can'any thing pleaſe them but that 


M which reſebleth the filthy cogitatios of theit 
A wicked hcarts, & therfore it 15 no praiſe, but 
J rather a great diſpraife &cifgrace to be com- 
# meded ofthe wicked, but co be {[laundercd & 
alY backbited of the, it 1s the greateſt praiſe and 
F#comendation in the world. Fherfore it is for 
J the credit of the bridegrome, that he is Joued 
Jof cherighteous. But ler vs heare what thoſe 
igrichteous meEare, which he here ſpeaketh of, | 
, theyare thoſe which are reſtorcd againe into | 
chat former rightcouſnes wherein man was | 

reated atthefirſt, & which he loſt by fin : & 


iYhe ſaith the righteous Joue thee, becauſe itis 


Mnot poſſible for any man coloue God, vnles 


; rightcouſnes, which he declined from bby rea- 


The be firſt broughe backe againe vnrothat 


— 


ſon of the crookednes and peruerſnes of ſin. | 


Wherfore it is not without cauſe , that they 


Marecalled crooked and peruerſe men, which 


YI a: things,and they rrghteous | 


| which ſeek heauenly and celeſtiall chin gs. 


The Text. 
' 4 Tamblucks daughters of Teruſalem, 


but comely 45 thetents of, K dar ank 45 the 


curtains of Salomon. 
= 5 Regard ye me not becauſe 1am black: 


B 2 


or the ſunne hath looked vpon mee. The | 
onnes of, my mother were angrie 4 gainſl : 
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A Commentarie 
' me: they made methe keeper of the Vines, 
' but 1 kept not mine owne vine. 

6 Shew me thou who my ſoule bouth, | 
where thou forks ? , where thog leſt at 
, 2oone : for why should I be as he - tur-} 
meth aſide to the flocks of thy onrl 


The Commentarie. Y 
TD heword: of rhe Sponſe vato the youg virgins] 


Laſtly, becauſe ſhe that would ſo faine bel 
made partaker of the bridegroomes oint-| 
ments, muſt needs be partaker rof his calami-{ 
tics and aduerfities : therefore the ſpouſe by % 
\ her owne example inſtruReth her virgins;| je 

tl 


 faying,0 dawghrers of lernſale, that is to ſay,} 
Oye faithful ſoules, / a»: b/acke,as who [hold : 
ay, you have ſmelled the ſiweete ſauour of! 
Chriſts ointments, you hane bene admitted 
Into his chambers and ſecret places, and all} 
things pleaſe you , becauſe you ſeeke by all 
maner of meanes to glorific the bridegrome, 
ſaying, the r1ghteoms lone thee : but now my! 
| darlings, I muſt tell you of one thing more, 
you mult ſtudy and indeuour as much as in 
you lyeth, that you do not depart and ſlide af 
way from that righteouſnes, which you haue 
obtained and attained vnto, either for fearc 
of any aduerſity,or crofle which thal be laid 
pot you by the wicked, &which) "oe muſt 

needs | 


wþon the Canticles. 


's, | (marke you)I my ſelfe which am the Church 


7 and hisdeare ſpouſe, as long as I live in the! 
hl fleſh, why 1 my (elfe am blacke and as a calt- 
at away,aftlifted of the reprobate and carnall 
7-4 minded men, notwithſtanding in the fight 
J of God and i1udgement of my deareſt bride-| 


| | the Church is 


| =” ſuffer and endure wil you nill you, For 


"Y groome / av: rd and faire. And fo indeed. 


de blacke and duskiſh,thae | 


{ is co fay,deformed & vnhandſom by the ad- 


Y verficies of her oppreſlios,but is notwithſta- | 
; q ding beautiful and welfauored by reaſon of 
7 the comelineſſe &ſecmlineſle of her vertues: | 
py &this is faid in regard of the words before | 


Ml.  going,the riohteoma loxe thee. For becauſe ſhe | 


1t- 
1146 


by would ſhew her righteouſneſle, and ftreng- 


YI Y then the weake heartsof the faithfull, which 
off inthis place ſhe calleth. daughters of tera ale, 
«df that is,daughters of the heauely country: ſhe 
all ſpeaks vnto thein after this ſort: Maruel noe 
Ftoſce me blacke with oppreſlions, forT am 
Efaire and beautifull in thedeſire of heauenly 
-yJhings:truc it is,that Lam black with the ſtu- | 
: ! Tdic ofhumilicy , but faire in the praQtiſe of | 
. _\@vertues, Iam black inthe eyes of tooles, but 
aFfairein che vnder(tanding of the wiſe,blacke | 

Switch the remembrice of n my fins, but faire in 


he conteplation & behokdang of heauenly : 


all* 
16) 


aatters,black vato thoſe who. live wicked- | 


21d | & diſorderly , by ſctting before their cies 
D 3 


; 


| 


| 


| 


oy” Commentaric 
&c terrors & horrors of eternal puniſhments: 
faire vnto all thoſe which. live rizhteouſly & 
holily .by promiſing the the ioyes : of heauc, & 


| > "2A blifſe:black in the viliry & hum1- 


lity of my body : faire in the ſanEtity & holi= 
nes of the ſoule : blacke here vpon earth, but 
(hall be fairc in heauen: blacke in ſuffering of 


momentary aud temporaty euils, fairc in cx- 


peRation of eternall & euerla(ting gods. S. | 
Paxl was black, whe he was almolt fone to | 


deach;buton the contrary ſide, he was faire &| | 


annable , when he was caught vp into the 3. 


heauens:in the deformitie of this blacknes , he's} 
{ard theſe words, Weare the very excrements | 
of the world, andſweepings, as it were, of all | 
_ anen: inthe pride of his beauty he ford, The ; 
vail being take away, we hal behold the elo-'l 


ric of God. As the tems of F Keaar Kuidgr'y was| | ; 


one of //maaels ſons, fro wiience the peopleof | 
the Scy thians were darwed which dwell in 


tents which are in outward ſhew dark & ob- | J 


ſcure,bur within they contain many precious | 


« 


_ andcoſtly things,and euen thus & no other- i} - 
wiſe fareth it with me, ſaith the ſpouſc,now at] 7 
this preſent, For Iam ontwardly attlfted, & } 


ſeeru to the eyes of mortall men obſcure, abi+ | 


doned and defpiſed both of God & nan , al- | 


though indeed , both irirefpett of the bride« 
eroms ointinets wherwith he hath annointed 


we, asalſo in regard of thatrcftof mindand_. 


peace 


/  wpontheCanicies. 

peace of coſcience which he hath grated vnto 
mel am within ful of beauty & plcaſure: thus 
the,I am within my ſclfe aiimnner, anabie& or 
caltaway,but in my husband and bridegrowe 
Chrilſt,wa(lt & glorious,in my fel: &of my ry 


| black,in him faire & beautiful, 4s he jr re 


of Salomon. Here it is take for that vaile which 
he made in the teple,& as thoſe curtains with- 


J [4ats temple were moit tair, tomy beauty & 
A 


Jſomnes is hidde,interaal, &incloſes ks 
in me, becaule che incfiable & vnſpeakeable 


F peace & graces of ny bridegrome,arc ſecret 8 
| vaknown to the world, but known to me:for 
| Icontent my felfe with the, knowing that the 
| blackeclouds of my fins , & iniquices of my. 
'F perſecutions & tribulations ſhal ſoone fade &c! 
# vaniſh away.Regardye me not. The poulſe be- 
| inevery careful for her yong maid&s,& fearing 
{ leaſt chey ſhould be diſcouraged , becauſe the 
{ cold the that her beauty did not outwardly ap 
$ peare,coforteth & [tregthenerh the with theſe 
. } cheerful ſayings : Do not you coteimne or for- 
| fake megbecauſe m light is fomewhat obſcu- * 
7 red & darkned, or becauſeTliue in aduerfity, 
# &leem vnto the world to bea reprobate and. 
$ caltaway finncr, becauſe theſun looketh vp- 
8 onmebut what ſun: our Lord and Sauiour Ie- 
| ſus Chriſt che ſonne of God, the true ſunne of 
jultice , which is the true lizht.that lighte- 


neth euery man that cometh into the world. 


| {own chap. 1, And thisis faid becauſe cucry 


mm b wa o —_— 
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- Cone 
ſoule that Riderh in the hear of this ſun A 
needs become blacke,becaufe of the exceeding; 


orcat glory of his Iiche, that is, mull needs || 
eral y huble & proltrate her ſelf before his face | 
acknowledging that al her works,cue the beſt I 
of them are nothing els but darknes & thnne:; | 
notwithſtanding in the ful confidence of her # 
| busband,ithe perſeuereth & cotinueth in do+- | 
ing wel,but cruſteth not in her merits or wel« | 


doings, but rezoyccth in them, becauſe the Sun 


doth blacken & darken the, whileſt chat ſhee 3 


fro time to time doth mortifte the old man,by 


humbling her ſelf, & voluntary ſuffering of al; | 
,maner of perſecutions. he /onnes of my morher| | 
were angrie againſt me, And whats this mo»: \; 
ther but £xe the mother of all che liuing, aſwel| 7 
the1uſt as the vniuſt:and the vniuſt haue cuer; | 
ſince the beginning of rhe world, oppoſed; '| 
themſclues againſt the uſt, becauſe they hate! | 
the which are ruled by Chriſts lawes, &o pe-; | 
ri1h in the reprobrat ſence of the fleſh:& theſe: # 
are of the wicked ſynazozue of Sati,which do. 
ſti] perſecute, vexe, & contradift the ſpouſe, | 
whence it cometh that {he is grown ſo blacke | | 
as if ſhe ſhould haue ſaid: Ihaucobrained this ; | 


& brown. T hey made me the beeper of the vines: 


by my perſecutions, that I am made keeper ef \| 


' more vines,that is of mare churches,bicauſe the || 
firſt Church was founded in leruſalrey,& that | | 
which followcth. Bus 1 kept not mine owne v11e, | |) 

- | fr} 9:4 | 
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- opon the Canticles. 

ſt Bis not to be-vnderitood of the mind , but of 
the place: for although the citie beruinated 

s and deſtroyed: yet neuerthelc{le, the inte- 

e pritic of faith remaineth inwolable tor cuer | 
ſt J and cuer,ſo that this is the meaning; he kept 
"2 Ynotchat place, that is, hee retayned not that 
r place where the vineyard ſhould haue bene, 


- FT and where it was planted at the firſt , being 


O : rooted by God the father, out of that barren 
n Y and vnfertile ſoyle, and planted in a more 
e \Ifertile place among the Gentiles. So the | 
y FT Church is this vine, or elfe by this you may 
1; F vaderſtand the ſoules of the faithfull, which 
y| 3 are plantcdin faith, rooted in charitie, tren- 
-| { ched about with che furrowes of good difci- 
7 pline, repayred with the teares of the peni- 
| { tent, and watered with the wordes of the 
I; '7 Preacher : and hence commeth it, that they 
2 | doe ſo abound in all manner of diuine 
-| | fruit,that is co ſay, in gladneſle and holy de- 
>| Z yotion, In like maner we may fay, that faith' 
| © 15 the vine, the branches vertues , the grapes' 
| 1 800d workes, the wine deuotion. Moreouer' 
| { the vineyardis religion,the husbandman the: 
| 3 father, the ſonne the vine, andthe uſt the' 
| i branches thereof. God the father is the huſ-' 
"| } bandman, becauſe he digges and ditches it- 
| F inconfeliion and contrition, proynes it with | 
| fprinckling of teares. And indeed the Sonne' 
. 4 is the vine, becauſc he is- the foundation of! 


BY 


A Commentarie 
religion, becauſc no man can lay any other 
foudatis but ehae which is alreadylaid, which 
15 Chriſt Icſus,by whom euc f building doth}, 
_ grow vpto be a holy teple. The briches are 
the rightcous which doe heave & ſprout out 
of the vine Chrilt, and arc full of ſappe and k 
moylture. - -- i 
T he houſe onto Chriſf. 0 6 
Shew me.Chrilt is all in all vntochem tat] 
| belecue,a king, aſunne,a keeper of vines, a}; 
ſhepheard, & notwithſtanding he cotinuethiYþ, 
alwayes to be their! bridegrome & welbelo/Yg 
ucd,to whom the poule flicch for ſuccour &; 
helpe : & ſeeing that ſhe 1s not able to keepe ſſh 
her vineany loger,thereferrcth the care ther- Yb 
of vnto her husband Chriſt. Moreouer, ſhe} r 
hath many litle goats abouther, that is,ma-fſq 
ny yong ones whichare bue [imple fellowes, fn 
nouices, & vngrounded in faith , which ſhe Fh 
would faine ho fed with the precious and fh 
-wholeſome bread of Chriſts word , aad not i i« 
with thepoiſoned doctrine of men. And this Fh 
15 the cauſe why ſhe makes her recourſe vneo FS 
him, knowing that he is the true ſhepheard | 2 
_ of tier  ſoule, Gaying, O thau whons my [ofile los. | 
«eth, © ſonne of loue &charitie,and this cha- | 
 ritic is God,that is as much to ſay, as, 6 thou 
my deare bride mo & husbad Chriſt,whs 
my ſoule loueth , whom I can not chuſe bue 
louemolt cntirely & dcarely wo me prom 
(OM 


8" 
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he thos feedeſt, where the ſonne of rightcouſnes 
edeth and reſteth himſelfe, I meane Chriſt 

ch Jeſus the ſonne of God, which ncuer ſctteth, 
Shauing alwayes a ieridia brigktneſle ſhy- 

wh ning round about him. And the Church 
nd| knowerh the time, that is to ſay, the noone- 
|Feide, at what tune che bridegrome doth reſt 
Y& cakehis repaſt, bur ſhe knoweth not the 
Wplace where. Alſo ſhe knoweth,that with the 
Jlanterne of the word it is not pollible to hnd 
thJhim , valcſſe it pleaſe him to manifeſt and 
O1f fhew himſclfe by opening the hidden ſenſes 
{ Jand darke myſteries of the ſcriptures with. 
his key : and this knowledge alſo can not 
r- Bbc gotten ,volelle it be obtayned by the ſpi+ 
NE Fritcof the bridegrome, and therefore ſhe re 
a-queſtcth him that ie would plcaſe him to 
55: make himſelfe knowen vnto her , and ſhew: 


Ee Yher where he feedes & ubides And euen now. 


d She feedeth her,whilelt that he lighteneth,re-: 
ot Fioyceth, and inflameth ber, which i isin the. 
1s Fheateof the day,to wit, at noone, or midday. 


of So that weare not able to endure the great) | 


d F gloric of his face , vnleſlc wee be couercd 
= { with che vayle of bis ficth, which he tooke; | 

3- | and cucn now we do reſt ynder the ſhadowe! 
u J of his wings, by being made partakers of his! 
© heanenly Traces, For why ſhould 1 be. And: 
Ic | what is that the ſpouſe requireth here in} 


re q this Oo J valelle it be that Chailh ſhould; 


P4 


A Commentarie 
ſhew her theſe things , leaſt that ſhe ſhould 
be compelled'to rmrne a{ide to the flockes of his 
companions. But whatare thele companions, 
bu the faithfull, & chiefly thoſe which haue| 
any office or ſuperioritie ouer the reſt. Bur} 
of theſe there be ſome true, ſome lying and} 
falſc brechren. The true brethren do not ga- | 
ther the flockes vnto themſelues but vato | 
Chriſt , neither doe they make themſclues | 
heads of the Church, but humbly ſubmir 
both themſclues and their whole flockes vn-| 
to Chriſts goucrnment,acknowledginghim, 
to be their Lord and head: and they are very, 
much afraid leaſt the flockes ſhould follow * 
chem, and therefore they doe ftudie by all| } 
manner of meanes how to preuent theſe ſay*| | 
ings, Iam of Pax/, and F am of Perer, I amy 


RS Ns 


of Barnebas, and 1 amof «Apollo, But their i 


onely care and defireis,to bring eucry oneto! 
fayandconfeſſc thus much , I am of Chrift.. 


_  Nowcontrariwiſe, they which are the falſe, | 
followers and companions of ChriſtIeſus,! | 


do not leade or gather the flockes vnto their! | 


bridegromeChriſt, but vnto themſclues,ma-' 


king themſclues heads and- ouerſcers oucr' | 
thoſe flockes : wherefore , the true Church- | 
faith, / willnor tarne aſide to tha flockes of them'' | 


which are called thy COMPARLONS . chufing-ra- | 
therto doany thing then this, becauſe, that | 


if che flockes do follow any "54 l ; 
uy 


pon the Canticles. ___ 
'*F Rtroyed: and theſe flockes do wander and go 


5Y aſtray, becauſe during the time of their a- 


oY bodc here: this wicked world,they can find 
1 | ho reſt or peace, but are alwayes troubled & 
dj a? or in mind, and therefore the ſenſe 
| nd meaning of theſe words is this : I doe 


© {f heartily defire thee ( © my God and Sauiour) | 
wl. eve would pleaſe thee, and none but thee, 


o take the paines to teach mee thoſe things 


} 


7 that my indgement and minde way not bee 
'F pffuſcated anddarkened with the cloudes of 


. 


pn at noone day : ſo that I may not fall 
| F into any crror or falſe opinion , being miſ- 
' | Icd & miſguided by them which make pro 
| © feilion of great knowledge and. wiſedaome, 


ly. thetruth of thy word. 


'| The text. 
if 7 1fthouknow not,othonthe faireſt a- 


i rents of the shepheards. 


uy þ thee, they muſt needes perifh and bede-. 


'& hichit is meete for me ro know, tothe end. 


& errors and hercfies , but that my vnderſtan- . 
"| & ding may belightened with the truth of thy 
g word, which ſhineth as cleare as the Sunne 


'F and which continue tocoparetheir dodtrine | 
' F andthe precepts of their fond hearts , with 


{ mong women, get thee foorth by the ſteppes | 
of hs flocke , and feede thy kiddes by the. 


Ps 


thou art faire, thine cies are like the dones. | 
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A Commentarie 
8 1Thae compared thee, O my Toue' 
eothe troupe of _ in the hare: of 
Pharaoh. 
9 Thy cheekes are comely wh al 
of ſtones,and thy necke with chaynes. | 
10 YYVewill make thee boraers of gol 
with iuds of [iluer. 
11/Philesthe king was at hicrepaſt, my | 
ſpikenard gaue the ſmell thereof. '$ 
12 My welbeloued ts a5 a bidle of warrke | 
wvntome, hehall lie between my breaits. 3 
E: My welbeloued is 25 4 cluſter of cam 
phire unto me, in the vinesof Engedi, || 
14 My loae, behold thouart faire:behold | 


15 My welbeloued, behold thou art faire | | 
anadpleaſant. alſo our bedis greene: lh 
16 The beames of our houſe are Cedars, Ni 


onr rafters are of fire. 


The C cuniart e. 


The werds of the bridegrome vnto 

the Sponſe. : 

If thou know not. Chriſt aunſwercth che! 
Church, and tcacheth her all choſe'things: 
which ſhe before had demaunded of him: he: 
_ Gith 


on the Canticles, | 
| ith vnto her,0 thou the faireſt among Women, 
off that is to ſay, among the Churches , becauſe 
| - Church & congregation of the faithfull: 
5 s { howſocuer it ſeeme in the ſight of men tobe 
'& blacke and contemptible, yet notwithſtan-= 
1 { ding the only begotten ſonne of God Chriſt 
AY Icfus,eſteemeth and judgeth her tobe fairer 
i pnd better, then all the Synagogues of the 
77 if wicked. O wonderfull great beantic and 
Þ fairenes, which God himſelfe doth fo greatly. 
- i commende and approoue, by calling her the 
'F faireſt among women. Indeed other women 
'& are faire, becauſe they are Gods creatures, 
'& whois moſt glorious, & admirable in all his. 
# workes: but thou O my Spouſe, exceeceſt 
| if them all,becauſe thou art to be preferred be- 
{ forethem all , becauſe thouart adorned with 
re: | my beautie, in regard whereof he ſayth vnto 

'&f Her, © thox the faireſt among women, if thou 

| know not of thy ſelfe where Ifﬀeed &reſt at 

| noone day, then go foorth out of thy ſelfe,& 
| renounce thy ſelfe and all things elſe for the 
| Joueof me, beare thy crofle particularly, and 
| rruſt not to thy owne opinion or workes at 
| all. Furthermore, depart from the flockes of 
my companions, and from the dregs & filth: 
of humane traditions : and laſtly,lay afideall 
e\ ff truſt and confidence in thefleſh, otherwiſe, 
'si | ncucr hopeto find the place where Ido feed 


e; | andreſt my ſclfe at nooneday , becauſc he is 


A Commentarie 
not worthic of my louc, that for the loue of 
me is not content toforiake all things, and 
himſelfe alſo if neede be, At length he ſhews] 
eth wherc his feeding and abiding is,to wit; | 
in the footſteps of the flocks of the Church, | 

and neere the tabernacles of ſhepheards : of 
theſe flockes are all they which we know to! 
be of the Church , and their footſteps are} 
thoſe things which we read of them to ha 
bene oratctull and acceptable vnto God,an 


theſe arc the ſteppes of the Patriarkes,, Pro- ij 


pnets and Apoltles of the true Faith in the |! 
| word of God, $& all thofe things which God if 
' doth worke and bring to paſſe i in them by © 
- ;Ccharitie. And we mult follow after thoſe | 
ſteps where he feedeth and lyeth; becauſe he | 
.comfortethall them, re, eruely feede on | 
 himaa their hearts by faith, and * granterh | 
them true peace of conſcience, which 1s ag | 
much as to reſt and feede with Chriſt. The 


' tcd are thoſe which belecue inthe Lord. Th 
ſhepheards may be tearmed, thoſe whom h 
ſendeth abroad with authoritie to preach the 
 Goſpell, who by publiſhing abroad among 
the people the ſincere word of God, do mi-| 
niſter and ginc them food of eternall life, by! 
giuing them the bread of Gods word in due! 
ſcaſon, which if they didnot, they would! 
not be accounted true {hepheards and _—} j-\ 
cr's. 


licle goares, and the feeble and weake Trp W 


t] 


di 


m__ 
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off ers of the word , and their rabernacles are 
df che Churches, neare which the flockes of the 


1+ eletchildren of God do graze and feed, and! 


7 che ; memes are the immaculate wordes of 
| God,and this isthe food which Chriſt com- 
Fl manded Perer to feed his ſheepe withall. © 


Y T he words of the Bridegrome vnts - | 
re Z . the Spouſe, | 


i 


1 baue compared thee,o my tue,to the troupe 
of houſes, He comparcth the bleſſed ſpouſe 
2 of the molt'viRorious king Chriſt, ynto the 
2 troupe of horſes: that is to ſay, vnto the An- 
| Tels, becauſe no man of any vnderſtanding 
4 Jin che world doubreth , whether they be the 
 E meſſengers and miniſters of Chriſt. Where- 


vnto the ſpouſe, 6 my deareſpouſe, the time. 
J was when thou waſt in a miſerable caſe, the 
 Bpriſoner and bondſ{lanc'of :the Diuell, and. 


d 

\« ſme; but loe, I haue now ſet thee at libertie, 

I hane freed and redeemed thee out of the 

< {andsof the duel] , and bythe vertue of my 

9 word and fpirite, I will ſo glorifiethee that 
| Mthou ſhale be like vnto the glotious com- 

| Fpanie of Angels. Bur wherein? In the Cha- 

iots and power of Pharaoh the king of 

rypt, that is to ſay, the Prince of darke- 


fore Chriſt ſpeaketh as it were,after this ſort | 


therfore as farre eſtranged as mighe be from 


ellp athe dinclt, finne - death , and hell if 
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* - ſalfe, all which things I have ouercome for 
' thee,thatthou ſhouldeſt trult and belecue in 
me. And this js ſpoken to this end and pur1 
\poſe,that we ſhold know that all thoſe which if 
_ 'arewithout Chriſt, are butas it were horſes | 
{| which draw in che Chariot of Pharaoh; that: 
35 to ſay, are vnder the rule and guiding of 
him, which driges the Chariot, to wit, the | 
|Diueil : but as many as are of Chrilt, & bold 
| with him,chey arc put into Gods coach;that | 
3s to ay, are altogether ruled and goucrued | 
by him. Therefore by che notable cr ol 
horſes of God , we mult ncedes vnderſtand & 
the Churcb,by reaſon of the multitude of me thy; 
that are contained in it, and of {tore of ſpiri; & 
tuall armour and weapons of faith & iuſtice, & 
_ and for the inuincable force and ſtrength of 
the ſpirit, and noble viftoric oucr her cnct i} 
| mics. 7 hy checkes are comely. Finally he comy 
| \mendeth his owne workes in the ſpouſe, bes 
| (Cauſe the ſpouſe 15 not otherwilc faire or c64 
| Jy, but as ſhe is faire and beaucifull.in her 
| husband Chriſt, And whereas it is ſaid, thy 
| Cheekes are comely, wee are to confider th 
| checkes as they are in the head and face, an 
| the head of the ſpoule is the husbad. Now ay 
. the beautic of the cheekes doth principall 
: appertain vntothe head, and thE.afterward! 
/vnto the reſt of the members : ſo the beautirſhy 
and glorie of Chuilts checkes , which wah 


©pon the Canticletc._ 


head of the Church,do firſt of all belong 'va« | - 
to him, and ſecondly they appertaine vnto | 


1 Yhis members, that is to ſay, vnto the ſpoule, | 
| EF becauſc Chriſt is che honour and glory ofthe + 
i Eſpoufe , whoſe necke are the Preachers and - 

Ytcachersof the Church , which are adorned | 


& beaurified with chaines &-{undry iewels, | 
that is toſay,with thedorin of the Goſpel, / 
Sfrom whence come theſe golde chaynes,that ' - 
$5 to ſay, true wiſedome, which lcades a man ' 


d Svnco eternall life, and theſe chaines are poin- . 


ol Weed with points of filucr, wherby is ſignified © 
4 Foodly learning, and Zealous charitie, where- | 
10 wich the faichfull people & Church of God -| 
1t pre pricked and inflamed both to che glorie - 
c, of God, and benefic of the eleR. 

of T he Spouſes words wnte (hriſt. | 
etl Yhiles the king, The bridegrome comene _ 
n+Fcth & cxtolleth his workes it the Church, 


( 


; 


N 
/ aq 


ll 
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ow (he returneth al the glory backe againe 
mto him, confetling that his workes are ad- 
nirable in her eyes, and that all her beautie + 
Fommecth from the gloric of her husbande | 
hilt , and that ſhee recciueth from him all 
boſe gifts and graces which are mentioned 
1the verſe immediatly going before. Wher- _ 
dic ſhe ſpeaketh ynto him as ynto athird - 
derſ6, ſaying, Y bules the king was at by repaſs. | 
hy fpikenard gave the ſmelt thereof. Spiknard . 


Is a batle herb, bu hath a ag {mel,by which | 
- 


qi 
Ca 7 : 
 —C as no 
; . 
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me 


l is tobe vnderſtood the humilicy of thefaith-. 


full,becauſe they confeſle theſelues to he fan-\j 
ners; and that they are nothing of theſelues, | 
notwithſtanding they goonward alwaies in|! 
wett doing,where it is that they yeeld amolſt| 
plcaſant ſauourof a good report, which doth |} 
1nuite & drawidthers coo the like: and this) 
precious ſpiknard which hath ſuch a pertect|| 
ſmell, is not to be gotten but when Chrift #/ 
at hy repaſt';and his repaſt1s the Church, &'Ye 
ſecure minds of the faithfull. Our Spikenard! 
_ rchen'is our humility, which then ſendeth! If 
foorth a moſt ſweeteandpleaſantſinell,moſt|Y 
acceptable vnto God,a ſmell indeed of good)! 
works, when Chriſt the king reſteth in vs:!] 
otherwiſe it is but the ſtinking [mell of þy+} 
pocriſic, and a fauour of death vnto death, |: 


T he words of the ſpouſe concerning ber [clfe. | 


4 \ My welbeloned is Ho mee as 4 bundle of 
E i wyrrhbe. Surely it is a great comendation for)! 
the bridegrome that without him the ſpoule) 
hath no {mel} at all. And therefore this is her! 
meaning , {he knoweth that ſhe doth fully! 
_ pofleffe &enioy Chriſt; & that Chriſt mult] 
akwaies dwell with her as 4 #xndte of myrrhe,)| 
which'ss bitter -buthath amoſtexcell ec {mel 
wit (elf, & hath this power , to keep things 
frb being corrupted. And verily the ſpirit of 
27 the bridegrome doth bring eo paſlc theſdffe 
H = 2 | things] + 
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_ pon the Calticles, ___ 27 
- | things inthe godly.Firſt of all be ſendech the 
\Y birterneſſe, becauſe the ſword of griefe ſhold| - 
& pierce their ſoules:ſecondly he-poureth forth: 
'Y che fauour of the ſweet oyntments: thirdly & 
Slaſtly,he keepeth & preſerueth thEfromcor-. 
1\ Eruption, by beltowing eternall Jife vpon all. 
15) Ethoſe which belecue & cruſt in him, Joh, 3.14. 
ati fAnd as 40y/c- lift vp the ſerpent in the wil- 
#\Aderneſle,ſo muſt the ſonne of man beilife VP, 
& |S chat whoſocuer belecucth in him ſhould not 
d\Fperiſh but haue ctcrnall life. And indeed this 
h\Sfme mirrhe,is a bitter ching,(Ggnifying hard 
{t|/Fand gricuous tribulations: but ſeeing that all 
d\F theſe things arc to come vnto her for her lo-_ 
$:\Juing husbands ſake,ſhe gratifieth &cheercth 
y-Yvp her ſelf with theſe words,hoping that god 
» |Fwill giue her the grace manfully 6c couragi- 
| Fouſly to endureal things, therfore ſhe cal- 
© Meth not that an armefull or a whole burden 
hich ſhe is co ſuffer for Chriſt,but a hand- 
Ffull,a bundle, or rather to ſpeake more pro- 
Jperly,a bundelct,& wel the may call it abun- 
Fdelet,that is to ſay,a litle bundle, becauſe the 
IyJaffl:Qions of this world arc not worthy the 
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25 CA Commentaric 8 
'kind of aromaricall tree, &1t is all one, as i , 
ſhe ſhold haue ſaid, my welbeloued busbandi] | 
15s like vittoa'moſt deleQable cluſter of ſome & 
\excellet vine which groweth in the vineyard} | 
of Engedi, to the which there is no vineyard 
in the world chat may be compared, becaule | 
the cofort which wereceiue bythe holy ghoſlift | 
doth far ſurmount all earthly cogitations & 
delights, & the confolations & coforts of the þ 
ſpirit arc theſe, to know that God is fauorad | 
ble vnto vs, andto haue the loue of God ail fi 

- | mighty incloſed within our harts & colcitce?] | 
 Thewerd's of the Bridegrome vnto the Bride, | | 


We | 
Poles 
* 


14 Behold thou art faire behold thou art fare} p, 
thine eyes are lhe the dewes, The BridegromY h 
'comendeth the happy ſtate of the ſpouſe ir n! 
this, that hedoth worke and bring to paſlg] ti 

| {eve matters in her, & herein confiſteth hay as 
auty chiefly, that the hath dewes eyes, thatieY ti 

'to ſay,a moſt right ſenſe & vnderſtanding off fi 

' Gods [pirit, which may be very fitly take fotY 'th 

a doue, becaule it appeared vps Chriſt in th d: 
ſhape & fimilitude of a doue,& it 1s as muci} 'he 

| Inother wqrds, as if the bridegrome ſhould m 
| ſpeakafter this ſort vnto the bride:doubt nolf 'fu 
_ my deareſt deare of any diſpleaſure of ming} 'e5 
_ | becauſe Jam verywel pleaſed with thee, IrecY of 
 kon thee to be molt beautifull & faire, howY lo 
ſoeucr thou maicſt ſceeme to thy ſelfe " ud Dm 
a blacl 


Q 


WY 


Ne ee a 


a blacke & ſwart coiitenance, becauſe th 


. but me. Ifay, I deſire honeſt and plaine dea- 


{-&f full eyes. 
9 ;  T he Spouſe fpeaketh unto her hysband. 

1 My welbeloned behold thox art faire and 
re} pleaſant, She that before was prayſed of her 
nt} husband for her eyes, dothnow molt inge- 


icy nuouſly & plainly confeſſe that he is altoge- 


4 ther faire and beautifull. The ſpouſeas long 


i tic or indecorum in her, by reaſon of the 
off ficſh: notwithſtanding ſhe 15 beautifull with 
off the beautie of her husband, and ſhee hath 


h& doues eyes , but not as Chriſt hath, becauſe. 


| heis wholy and foly, & in cuery part ofhim 
Y moſt beaucifull and amiable, but co the faith- 


4 loweth , 41/s onr bed is greene , whence it is 


thiCenticles, 29\ 


on ! 
pleaſeſt me right well, & this love of mine: 
doth not come by any natureof yours, but by 
grace fro me. I defire not ornaments of gold, 
pr looke for any coſtly apparell:that which I 
deſire and looke for,is dowes ejes.eyes of fim-| 
oft plicity,or ſingleneſſc of faith, and perpetuall 
i chaſtitie, and that nothing may pleaſe thee,. 


4 Imgsand meanings, not crooked and deceit- 


2s ſheliucth in the fleſh, hath ſome deformi-. 


Full onely', who alwayes & at all cimes are 
J exceedingly much delighted with the fighe 
of him, as alſo wich his wordes. And it fol-' 


1 manifeſt,chac all things arec6mon betweene. 


30. A C fare 
the bridegrome &the bride, and what other 
thing;is meant by this greene bed, but the e+ 
- uer flouriſhing peace which we obtaine by | 
Chriſt, and by the houſes thc [particular | 
Churches of his kingdome: and -alfo we may 
| hereby vnderſtand the faithfull people of 
God.In cuery one of theſe houſes aman hall | 
finde a molt ſweet bed of peace, whereon the + 
holy Ghoſt doth oftentimes repoſe and relt 
himſelfe, The beames of this houſe are of iny 1 
corruptible and wel-ſmelling Cedar, that iy Wy 
to ſay, they containe the ſoliditie and ſtables» hg 
neſle of true faith in Gods words, which ZC 
both of them remaine for euer, becauſe it is 7 
not pollible that faith ſhouldfaile,and be vt+ 4 
terly aboliſhed out of Gods kingdome, or 
that one 1ot or title of his words ſhould not of 
befulfilled. And here by the way, let the 1n+ | 
- duſtrious reader diligently oblerue this, that j 
the Church ſpeaketh vnto the bridegrome, $7 
andinuiteth him vnto the quict reſt and re- # 
pole of his bed, becauſe ſhe knoweth full wel &# k 
that all kind of reſt and-quierneſle without if [ 
him, is gricuous, miſerable, and vngodly : 3 /; 
wherefore {he ſayth, Owr bed & greene,or our! þ 
peace or the peace which is common voto} 
vs both, is flouriſhing , greene , pleaſant, 7 
 {wect, and deleGtable: as if ſhe ſhould hauc? . 
ſaid,that both of vs areto lic inthe (clfe ſame} © 
bed, which bed, is furniſhed and prepared} ; - 


© AA 


wpon the Camticles. 31 T- 
eady for vs,therefore you muſt take me n-.; 
othe bed to you, that is; all thepleaſurethat | 
take muſt needes proceed and iflue out | 
rom you, and ſo the Church doth ſhewe vs | 
hat an carnelt defire ſhee hath to reſt with | 
briſt , and therfore ſheſaits with Peter He / 


Bs good for vs to be here. And chat which | | 


1t Far rafters are of C 'ypreſſe, isa type or f12ure 

14 þ Fof the ele, v-hich by contemning & defpi-. 

bl Wing of all carthly &X temporall things, grow | 
Ito be cternall and incorr uptible , as arc our | 


Icy preſle or Cedar trees, yo 
is; Þ | 
fl The ſecond Chapter. 


tif 1 14m the*roſe of the feta, and the lillie (Flou rc, 


of Jof the valleys. © | 
24 3 2 Likealille amo; 17 the rhornes SO oh 
I” louc among the danghters.. | 


"2 Like the apple tree anmong the trees vY _— 
ml. As. foreſt : ſo 1s my welbeloued among the 


ut if ſounes of men: vuder bis shadow had1 ae- 
':3 light, and{ate downe: and his * Was 
ur Eſweere vnto my month. 


os d, 
1 . Ihe ommentarie. 
T he words of the Bridegrome, 
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of the farſt et where the bed of the 


xc | JT He words going before in the Jatter end| 


P 


1e | Beth: in the latter cnd of the caapter, | 


32 | ACommenterie 
Church is called a flouriſhing greene vn- 


] 
ſpotted bed,and a bed to bee deſired, are very} 
eafic to be vnderſtood by the beginning of & | 
this chapter , becauſe thee is not ſayd ro \ 
flouriſh by rcaſon of the floure , whoſe | 
ercenneſſe and beauty doth ſoone fade and ff ; 
decay , but indeed becauſe her flowers are if 
chieflie her husband. E/ay. chap. 11. There] | 
{hall bud forth a braunch out of the root of | 
leſſe,& of the root therof ſhall ſpring a flow-| 

: er,and the flowers therof ſhall be the flowery 7 
of hongſty and honour. Therupon it was wel 
& truly ſaid of him, ! am the flower of the field, 7} 
which budded forth out ofthe root of Jeſſe, a 
plcaſant & deleQable flower of the field, that 
1s to lay,of the whole world, and chicflie of 
the ele of the Church: and laſtly, hee adderh F. 
the lillie of the valeyes , and what other thing I 

may be vnderſtood by the lillies of the vale} 
valleys, but the ſyncere and faithfull people, 
which do truly proſtrat && humble thiſclues, 
becauſe theſe valleyes ſhall be filled vp, exal- 4 

tcd,and oppoſed againlt the hilles , i 6h is to } 
ſay,again(t the proud, of who E/ay ſpeaketh 7 
thus 1n his 4o.ch.& 4.,ver . Euery vallcyſhall 7 
be exalted,& every mountaine & hill ſhal be Z 
made low:and the glory of theſe valleys con- 7 
 fiſtethintheir lilies, co wit, in their righte= 
- onſneſle, innocencie, and whiteneſle Chriſt, 3 


. whichdepolcth the mighty, proud, & vnbe- # 
|  leeuers | 


pon the Camticles. J3. 
leeuers from their ſeat, & exalteth the hum-: 
bleand mecke: and ſo the ſpouſeſpeaketh of 
himſclfe much afrer this maner, 1 am made ' 
ynto the elec as a moſt plcafant flower of 
the meadowes, whole beauties they do keepe . 


J and preſerue,and the grace of whole bountie 
& and fwectnefle they doſmell and perceiue, 


which 1s to be gathered with ioy of mind. & 


4 without any peril or danger of thornesat all. 
8 And finally, / am the blhe of thevalleys,that is, 
7 all pleaſure,ſweetneſle and delight vnro my 
& eleRtand Chriſt may firly be called a Gower, 
A becauſe whiles he weedeth vp the thornes 
7 of finnes, hee doth not a litle decke and a- 
7 gdorne the hill of his ſpouſe, and beauticof 
7 his inſtice. Like a lilly among the thornes, The 


F name of lillies is ofterimes ralcen in the ſcrips 
J turefor the bezuty of the faithfull,which is 
2 hid and had in Chrift. Hofea chap. 14. verſ: 
7 6. Iwillbe as thedewe vnto Iſraell, he ſhall | 
7 groweas the lillie. And ſo Chriſt callerh the! 

2 ſpouſe by che name of a lillie, as who would| 

I ſay, As much as the Jillie ſurpaſſech the 
Z thornes,ſo much docſt thou cxcced all other 
4 daughters that is to ſay,al other Churches & 
7 congregations of the wicked & reprobate:&. 
7 as the hilic which groweth vp among the 
# thorns is prickedof the, yet notwithſtanding. 
7 flouriſherh & increaſetb:ſo it is neceſſarieor 


E requiſite that the godly Church ſhou!d bee 


he SY 


3 A Commentarie | 
<— afflicted and tormented with there- 
probate Churches,but neuertheleſle the holy | 
Ghoſt will ſo workein her,thatſhe repelling | 
the fiery darts bf fin with the ſhield offaith, | 
ſhall in Nth end become more glorious for! 
her perſecutions,and ſo dayly profiting and 
increafing by means of my gift and prote&ti- 
on, ſhall ncuer leaue off to bring foorth ſecede 
or corne vntill ſhe be brought and layd vp 
- quietly in the barne. Z:be the apple tree among | 
the trees of the forreſt.Thele words of mutuall | 
comendation & praiſes of the holie Ghoſt | 
are very ſtrange,comfortable,and full of truſt | 
confidence in God: for fee how the ſpouſe | ; 
according toherpowerdoth mutually as it | 
were,repay prayſe and commendation vnto |} 
her bridegrom Chriſt by ſaving theſe Weds . 
. Like the apple tree amag the trees of the forreſt: | 
ſo ts my welbeloued among all + ſonnes:to wit, | 
of God,that is to ſay , of the Angels & faith» I 
full people. Verily thou enly art holy,righ- F 
tcous and good, & from thee proceed thoſe | 
cuerlaſting fries which we enioy, and not of | 
themſelues : thou commendeſt me for my | 
| flower, which 'notwithſtanding thou by | 
: ſelfe diddeſt cauſe to growe vp by the por J 
_ of thy holy ſpirit, but Imuſt necdes elorifie 
theefor thy fruit, which is better then-all che 
flowers of the world. 
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wm T he words of the ſpouſe vnte. 

'y \ the wirgms, 

Fa S PYrnaer bs ſhadowe had ] dchght, and (ate 

or Hdowne , What ſhadowe 1s that , Ipray you, 

id which the ſpouſe ſhould ſo greatly delight 

1- Go, vnleſle 1t were the ſhadowe of Chriſt her 

de Shusband , becaufehe is the onely dclighe and 

/p WHopeof the faithfull. They which enioy true 

1g peace and tranquility of mind, and truſt on- 

1] Jicto Gods proteRtion & grace,may be truly 

{t Fayd co fic vnder his ſhadow. -Wherfore the. 

{ſt Fpeaccable and quiet ſpouſe of Chriſt willing 

ſe Fehat all her maydens, that is coſay, all the. ] 
ie Moules of the ele ſhould haue the benefite of ; 
o YChriſts peace, which is ſo neceſlarie for the, 
s, Ydoe: pronounce the Goſpell:of peace vnto 
2 Mthem,as rf ſhe ſhould hane ſaid: You ſecke & 1 
c, Ymourne after peace,but many thereare(God. | k 
;+ wot ) which ſeek it where it is not to'be fond, pn | 


Ffor they know not where to find it.Come ye 
e Athercforeand learne of me , by my example I 
Zwill ſhew you where you ſhall finde this ad- > = 
Emirable and. eternall: perfetion, and neuer | 
Imiſle ofit. Imy ſclfc was as carefull asany - 
ef woman in the world could be tofind it, and 
: 31 was cotent to endure any thing, ſo I mighe EE 
Z attaine vnto it. I asked for her many times, f 
Jand oft ,I did faſt and pray, watch and for- 
J ment my body for the want of her , but ſhee = 


7 + | 
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' was not tobe foundany where butvnder the 


ſhadowe of thy wings, which I fo much de4 
ſire. And hence it is that ſhe faith, that he iy 
fo among all the fons,as afruitfull appletree v5 a 
weng all the treezof the wood, Drawe neare 
therfore and approch vntothis happic, blcſ+ 


ſcd and moſt ſweet ſhadow,and vader it you 


| (hall be ſure to obtainepearfeA peace & reſt, 
although be inthe middeſt of rribulatio 


Scaduerſicics,becauſe our husband: Chriſt is {/ 
; ouronly applctrec or tree of life, which brin- 
geth forth fruite of cternall life , that is, true 


vertues and holy -workes in all thoſe which; ! 


lie vnderthe ſhadow of among the ful- J 
al 


neſle of time, when they ſhall receiuc of the|4 
fulneſſe ofhis liberalitie,the apples which he|# 
ſhall command them totake of Gods bene-| | 
fits and graces , that they may bee food ynto|| 
them of cucrlaſting and happy life. | 
Te Tens: ( 


4 He brought me into the wine celier,\| 


and loue was his banner outr me. 


* 


with app s,for 1 am {3c ke of loue. 2 gs 
6 Ha left hand under mine head CF 


7 dchargeyou,g daughters of Ieru dale, 


5 Stay me with flagons, & comfort me 


i 
- THR £2 ; : A | 1 
his right hand doth gmbrace me. al 
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p the roes and. by the bindes of the 


till she pleaſe. 


d skipping by the hiilles. 


Erhrouzh the gr ates. 
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feld, 
hat ye ftirre not wp, nor waken my lone, 


8 1tis the voice of my welbeloued: be- 
bold he commeth leaping by the mountejus | 


\. 9 Ay welbeleuedis like aroeor ayong 
Bhurs. Lo he taderh behind cur wall, looking | 
is Berth of che windowes , chewing himſelſt| 


FJ Hedid not onely bring me vnto this tree | 
1e\Fof life &erue feliciey,which yecldeth vs a de- | 
|Wfence fro the heat of the Sun, & alſopleaſane., 
F fruit:but furthermore, he brought vs into the! 
9 wine cellcr;by this wineis meant the word of 
| God:che houſes or cellers which contain this 
I wine, are the holy books of both the old &: 
}F new teſtaments, where Chriſt bringeth the 
-F Church as intoaceller,when he informs her 
Yan ebe rigbe vaderſtanding of the Scrip- E 
\F tures. Wherefore after that the ſpouſe had | | 
;F oncetaſted of the pleaſant dripke of cuerla-; 
I iog truth, and therewith comforted. and; + 
_[Y cheered. vp her ſelfe 1n the ſpirit, preſently 
the declareth the benefits of her #5 as; vns* | 
+} to her maydens and young virgins, becauſe; 
» { | {he would inuice the by licke & lule vato the: 


+4 
' *ae At. A Dt Fo ENORE Is _ = —_ a. 
£ 


38. A Comment arie > 
. Joue of him, and fo cauſe thefrito run aftedlf 
_ -himandthe faith: 'T be hing brought me 1m,4S1 ; 
:ſhe ſhould haue ſaid: His wines fo pleaſant n 
and gped, that I would willingly havie yo | 
brought into bis:cellers to taſt of the good 
nes therof : and ſhecontinueth her old vaing 
of ſetting forth her husbands gloty , ſaying 
thus,” Not lon? tas his batner onerme. Wha 
banner was that which was hfted vp on 
Inmithe banner of loue-Weltchen lone is the 
banner which draweth all thinges after her} 
with her wonderfull and ſtrange giftes of in 
ſinuation atrd allurement;& Chriſt continu 
ally commendeth vfito his Charch the g! 
of lone andchatity, infuch ſort,that heean 
mot wich oveater tokens of kindneſle teftifi ' 
his lowe and kindneſle to vs wards. 


The ſpouſe + ſpeaketh. onto ber damcls..” = 


Stayme with flagdr & cofort wit with apples, - 
l am fick of loxe. You ſet how effeQtuall 
precious & admirableis che banner of C hl 
that as ſoone as-cner the ſpouſe ſawe it ; he 
heart was inflamed within lies & ſhecoſtrar- 
ned to breakeforth into theſe words, fayin 
for 1 ans (icÞe bf lowe. And why fhouldft 
befick;dthou welbelotied [Polſe?Is irfot the 
vane of ee glorious preſence of thy hirbad i 
that choudoeſt (otortient and'vexc thy ſlf 
why &ocſtthoucrie ogr ynto the yoog fats 
| dens! 


ol 


evponwthe Cantiefts 3g; 
dens, that is to ſay , vntothe faithfull , what 
-\ wouldeſt thou hauc them to do for theewhy! 
\Wcalleſt thou vnto them, & biddeſt them ſtay! 
thee vp with flagons ,and comfort thee with 
apples? Surely by the flagos of wine we muſt' 
| | nderſtand the faithful,and by theapples the' 
holy Ghoſt, or the wordes and operations of E 


he | 

- {Wpiricuall-pleaſures & delights of his heauen> | 

1 &y promifes. Hes /eft bandisvngtr mine bead, Cl | 

ul hz 71g ht hand doth anbrace me : that is tolay, 

(@ Wy requeſt is vetomy hasbad, that he wold | 

omfort me in this preſent world with the | + 
ord of God, leaſt happily I may take occa»| 

| W10n through the conſideration & coulcience | 

ky (pfmy fins to fall into deſperation : & Idelire | 

io $o hauchim imbrace me with the clear fight | 

(4 od fruition ofhis bounty , & that he would | = 

FÞpreſcrue and deliuer me being now:;in this; 

i i aleokmdſerics, from all _ of fiane and 

Tl : ES ix > 


- a ————— Rs mee” a ti wt oo i AA 
: 2 Yd 


- 


A Commentdrie,- 
dautiger of diſpaire: or ane at all, and 
that it may pleaſe my husbandeo beſtow vp+ 
on me the graces and gifts of the mind, or c 
therwiſe confirme them in me with bis lo 
| &perpetuall loue,By theright hand of God 

$Ggaified proſperitie, & by che left.aducrſt 

| ric and theſe arecalled thetwo-hands of the 

| Bridegrome,becauſe he worketh Sc effectethifſh 
atthings by the. Theſpouſe hath the leſt had 

of Chriſt. but vnder her heaa:that is tofay,vn 
der Chriſt.by whoſe will and commidement 
they moſt willingly ſuffer &endureall ma 
ner of croſles,rroables or perſecutions what 
ſoeuter. For ſhe knoweth this molt cercainlie 
chat not an haire of herhead ſhall fall eo cha 
ground, or that ſhe fhall ſuffer anybitre 

| of griefe in the world, vnleſle the Bridegron 

| will. And furthermore, chat this-left han 

| cannot alwaies be vtiderherhead; 7alchougt 

the fruites and effeQsrhereof ,to-wit,cruer 
ches,and godly glorie ſhall endure and con 

| tinve for ever. Beſides all this;ſhe is moſt c 
tain ly perſwaded charher happy daies;whid 

| God holdeth in his right hand , ſhall neue 

Pſal.x 6.11 ceaſe: for asthe Pſalwiſt ſaith , In thy pre 
ſence is the fulnes of joy, & at thy righe har 
| arepleaſures for enermore. And truly if 
| were ſo thatGold ſhould holdehislefc bo 

| only vnter our heads; as we haue ſhewed yoll 
| | before; —— ſoon be Ee noughs 
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Woke hand ;;that is ro: fay,.with: the, plegri 


_ wpontl 


dneuer- be! pug come vuto the eugrla-| 


ing pleaſures in his righehand:, Gods, lf 

and is ſaid to be vnder their beades, what is: 

eant. by that? but that: when che wt man; 
Fl Itzth,, beſhould not be broken in pteces : 


wherfore the (i pouſe fecling his left hand-vn-. 


der her head, reioyceth notwithſtandipg: ; ber] 
rauſcof the louing imbracings which ſhe is! 
e tocnioy by the benefitof/his right hand. 


The words of the Bride vntothe © 
«4 mY Jong rahjdens. : | i 97:7] 


175 i 

[/Thathbs fours things which.cauſe me Xn 
teedingly to teivicetfr{t;becauſcof the flows | 

«4 uy is to fay,for the farthful,becauſerhera 

cough bf the: ſecoridarily;for theapples 

Ethe me moſt fruitful eree. Chriſt thudly; | 

ceaule be hath his lefthand wnder his leads 

dat is (o ſay; vnder the {pouſts head, for bye 

thehead:of the ſpoulet-laſtof all , becauſe 
;tþe' certame hoperand- aſurince- which 

, that bee: will -umbrace inc- with his | 


ures and toyes of cuctlaſting gloie. And 
bus whiles the Church; the ſpouſ® of Chriſt 
oth'take er quict xeſk & fleepe,thewort! of 
od commandeth hes not to: be troubledos 
micted any thipgatall:S'if is as if Chriſt 
old ſpeak' voto ho ſculcspf the faithful! 
frer:this manner , Ichargeyou., 0 vs fayh: 
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_ full foules,and whith is: more, Iconmare youſ| 
bytrat which is mioſtdeare and pleaſantwn-l 
& you;that you ſtir not the loue of your hal 

| band 1tithe eleft,by judging & condemning 
| therh, by the wrath and fauour of God ſhewY 
| ed more or leſle towards chem. I ſay find nol 
you faule with God for being ſometimes dil 
Pleaſed with the ele, and ſhewing forth hi 
anger fowardsthE;aceuſe not his draine pre 
uidence,or the maner-of his proceedings,cy 
ther iniuſtice or mercy, becauſc he doth mo 
certainly guide and dire&allthings vnto th 
good ot his elettbur ſubmit your willes Al 
| wayes vntothe'good will and pleaſure of al 
miglicy:God , praying continually , that hi 
will may be done;& his name hallowed. Af 
| weare fo vnderſiid by the roes and hinds0 
 thefields,by the which he chargeth the ſoul 
of the faithfull; the '*Apoſtles and preacher 
of Gods word;which wander —_ do 
In che worlde, preaching the Goſpeltenc! 
 where,wherſotuer they come, fearing che pt 
' lictes & fleights of their aduerfary the'diuel 


'T be onſe vnte the youg maider, Wi 


- It ts the voice of my welbelonedty behold, biffl | 
| commerh leaping by the mountaimer, awarhippiag 
by rhe hilles. This isanorable placeto prof 


| that all choſe chat areof Chriſts Chvrch jt 
know their husband Chriſts 'voice, thatiis | 


' 
/ 


1 
» 

bd 

a 
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| upont the Canticles 
| Fay,his ; words , and can indge thereby a 

| words from mens. Becauſe thee faith flathe 
 vnto the virgins, that the words that the doth 
| heare are vndoubtedly the words of her lo- 
ving husband Chriſt:tor the ſath,ſheknows- - 
eth them well enough; and indeed coſay the 
truth, who tſhould better knowe the thinges 
| which 'concerne the Bridegrome , then the 
Bride her ſelfe ? Nowe I am the Bride,which: 
hauc eſpouſed the onely begotten ſonne of = 


God: wherefore me thinks | ſhould knowe: 
his voyce better then anic other. Sothen fuft: 
of all there is ſhewed vato vs the Church, by 
the voyce of the bridegrome which ſhetkng- 
weth molt readily: afterwards there is decla» 
ed vnto vs the fruic chat ariſcth & redoun- 
eth vaco her by the knowledge of his yoice, | 
hat is to ſay,the knowledge of perfeQchari. 
. And Chriſt the husband of the faithful is 
ikened vnto him which is moſt fairein the. 
irelt chinges, molt excellent in the excel- 
ents chat that can be gotten, exceeding be-| 
ond my degreeof admiration, __ -aboun- | 
ding beyond meaſure1nall maner- ofthinges - 
ne a deſired,coucted, or obtained: Fi> 

pally , the endeand terme of Gods ,promis | 

[2 gprayned within the com nn of the | 
pturcs,and written of, fe 19 the Law 


bei She Prophets. This Chrilt the ſumume.of © 
ph ab2s and act; _ yato hisown | 


' 34 ___ © ACommentarie .” 

vnder the forme of tyortality, hauinig a "oat 
ſet betweene him atidthe wicked, beeinſ: he 

would not be ſcene ofthe vnworthy, vngod; 
-1y,or vneleQed ones: and yet he ſtoodin | che 
middeſt of them,and ſpake the wbrds of life, 
; partlic vnto them which gid (ce him,& parts 
lie vnco thoſe which deſpiſed him. & velun; 
earilie ſuffered chains tobe ſeduced of 
 deceiued:& lo as he looked forth of the wins 
_ dowes, and ſhewed himſclfe through the 
ates.he might be ſeen and heard after ſomC 
fortof the wicked , but onely the godly and 
"elet of God vnto faluation, may fully ſee & 
| behold, &laſtly receiue him into their hearts 
-by faith. And FA words of Sa/om5 in thenext 
verſe before, how hee eame leaping by the 
mountains, & skipping by che hilles, fignifi- 
eth nothing els but this, how his ſpirit leaped 
'vponthe Patriarkes and Prophets,and skip- 
ped inthe Apoſtles & preachers ofthe Gol: 
pell,who, being more erhinent ad 4 pan 

-che the ret, did ecach wen the (i implicityan 

' plainneſle of their lIraes & dotrines;and 't 
famnnlicude ofa rocor a hare which follower] 

n the nexc verſe, is all one in effet with ef 
| former, becauſe it is only proper ynto.goate 
'to leap & skip about,although they may Þ 


| 
l! 
1 


'7 
likened vnto the for another reaſon; becauſe ; 
| of cheir-ſharpe fight: for vnleſſe their fih I 


AVCTCAS one as cheirry runnin an ſhald.c | 


* i 


phy way. 
' 11 Forbehold winter i paſt, the raine 


'* (1346 | 


Lock fn the ſecret places of the ftaires en 
= thy ſiebt Let m2 EE thy. pee ar il 
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©pontheCantieles, © is. 
be able? to dilſcerne. their way. & know ei Ep F 
how to leape or skip.By the ſwiftnes of their | 


leaping & skippitg vp and downe, we may 


note the earneltneſle ofa willing and chari- | 
able minde: by the quickneſle of light, the 
arpeneſſe of 1adgement,& ſoin both theſe ; 


thinges we may ; obſerue both iudgemee and 


mercy crying out with Dawd1n the Plalmes, | 
Mercic and wdgement wall I fing vato thee 
ry $524 7 


| To My welbeloued rake and [aid w- 


: . ; 


' 


go me Ariſe my loue,my muy one , a Comma 


s changed, and i gone away. 


| 12 The flowers appeare in the erthtle, | 


ime of the ſinging of birds is come,ana the, 
oice of the turtle ts heard in our land. -...; 

x 3. The figtree hath brought forth her, 
ong figs , and the vines with their ft mall 
rapes haue caib 4 ſauIMr-4 riſe my lohe , | yd 


aire one,and come away. 
14 M y doue that art in the holes of hi 
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26  #.Commentarie 
= ap ——_ FACT P ODER ns 7" OO TINr ' | 8 -4 , 
T he voyce of rhe Spouſe unto. 


the virgins. 


- My welbeloued fpake & ſaidvnte me , &c, 
The ſpouſe being once awaked out of her 
ſleep, tels her maydens what her "er Bos: 
 faid vntoher, Ariſe my lone & faire one, an 
come thy way,to wit,eri/e froreſt tolabour,fra 
oy & peace to ſorrow & griefe,and riſc tho 
thy ſclfe, let no other riſefor thee, becauſe. 
' wil haue thee & noother to gather my flow- 
| ers & fruits,that is tg ſay, vnto the miniſter 
 oftny word,by the which the flowers(to wit, 
| the ſoules of the faichfull) are gathered toge 
ther into the Church. And come thy way , that 
' 15 follow-me,& continue to belecuctn me by 
faith,becauſc he may be truly fayd ta followe 
after Chriſt, which belecucth in him:& then 
the ſpirit of Chriſt the bridegrome of the 
- ' Faithful ſpeaketh after this maner vnto the c- 
|Ie& diſperſed throughout the face of the 
whole earth:Riſe vp my faithfull ſpouſe by a 
liuely faith in Gods wordes, and put all thy 
truſt andconfidenceinhim that callethehee 
'ynto him;& he ſheweth that there is. a cauue- 
- \niErcime for all chings to be done. in, by rea-) 
ſon of the viciſlicude and change of thinges: 
for wheras her welbeloued hadbut cſi be- 
fore vilited her in” her grecne bed, now he: 
wils her to drefſc the. vineyard; -and drive 
| Ea 


3 


as if Chriſt ſhould haue ſaid vnto her, Riſe 
vp out of thy bed of contemplation and reſt, 


wherein thou now ſlumbereſt & yet thinke 
mot chac I will veterly forſake thee, becauſe 
thou art my loue, but go & gather the faith- 
full together in the ſpirit of gentlencefle and 
lenitic Y becauſe thou att my doue: COme t] , j 
way and fuppr eſle thy aduerſaries , becauſe 


hou artfaire and adorned or beautified with 


ls paſt, the ramme ts changed avd is gone away. 


- manner of vertues , for behold the winter 


T hat 1s to ſay, the old and Aliclent errors are 


aniſhed away at the comming of the glors- 


us Sonncof God Chrilt Jeſus, and thete- | 
\diousdarke,and dyrtie time of winter is paſt 


- 
: 


nd gone, when all things were wrapt and 
infoidedinignorance and bliadneſſe,in neg- 
Je and contempt of Gods good will and 


benefits : but loc now the toyfull and hope-. 
ull tune of Spring is.come , when the plea- 
fant and wholſome blaſt of Gods fauor ſhall 


low-ypon all the hearts and mindes of the 


Faichfull filling andinfpiring them with the 
'word of God ſent downe from heauen for 


[the bchaafe and benefit of-ys mortall mew: 
and now 1s the time ar never to repent ard 
/amendour lines, by awaking out of lanne, 


bl 


Tu the Canticles. 47 
away the wilde beaſts out from it, that is to. 
ay, tobuild vp his Church, and weede out 
all manver of beretickes out of it, and itis 


48 CA Commentarie” ” 
_ -andpreparing our minds & conlciences vn. 
'to the {tudy of godlinefle & meekeneſke,andfÞ | 
; to:do the true works of picty,to roote vp the 
' Concupiſcences of carnall ſenſes, and follow 
. the old and ancient diſcipline of the Church. 
' The voyce of the Turtle doue hath beene 
t already heard -vppon the earth, which is a 
 figne of a moſt happie yeare, or ſpirituall 
 aboundance and plentie of all manner off. 
| goodnefle and gladneſle in the hearts'and 
 conſciences of the faichfull, and che.plea- 
ſaneneſle of the Goſpell is comming vpon 
you with all mancrof comfort and conſola- 
tion:and now the time approcheth, whe you 
ſhall reape the fruit, and receiue thebenctic 
of your godlineſle :the figge tree bringeth 
foorth her young fizges, and the vines begin 
tobud foorth, ſo that we haue all the ſignes 
ofarich and plentifull yeare, which is likely 
toabound in all manner of loueand true ho- 
lineſle, perfeR ioy andcuerlaſting comfort: 
and we haue certainiinfallible & erue tokens 
of the Churches perfection, which confiſteth 
in the rue vnitietherof, and knowledge of | | 
Gods loue, & inthe multitude of the Gen= } | 
: tiles and faichfull ſoules which are called, 
| | Moreover we may, if weawill, allegorically } | 
'mterpret the hardneſle of the winter,to be 
the hardneſſe and rigor of thelaw, which is 
- freadie vaniſhedaway, becauſe of the com- } . 
_ ming j- 
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V Po. the Camicles. 


eden 
o flouriſh, and the gracious proceedings 
erof, which we may call the floures,which 
appearing in the ſpring time, doſhew forth 
Sfruicfull and happie yeare: and the time 
bf pruning or dre fr ng , is, when laying a- 


-fideall-manner of lying and deceit, euerie 
| man ſhall ſpeake the truth vnto his neigh- 


ar. And by the voyce of the Turtle, is 


O 


ods word , which beginneth to be heard 


bh! , the Apoſtlesare alreadic cotne into the 
orld, which brine forth the molt dclea»= 


iable and pleaſane food of the Gofp ell, and 
{miniſter it vnto the faithfull, tas to 


(their neceſlities. 
] $7 he Bridegrome ſpraketh Unts 


F-. the Spou(e. 
: Adj aonethat art m the hates of the rocke,ow 


"the ſecret places of theſkayres ſhew me thy fight, © 


tet me heare thy voice , for thy vorce 1s ſweet &- 


thy fight comely . By the doue is ſi onified 


"the holy Ghoſlt ( as it is euident out "of the 


third of Math: - the firſt of Marke, the 
third of Luke; and 1. of lohn.Wherefore the 


wan is __y vo filled with the 


X. 36 
ming To 2  Goſpell of glad rydings, and 
weſcethe ie jrondte of the Prophes 


i-nified the voice of the Preachers of 


abroad in the world. «4nd rhe figge rree.. 
tdoth bring forth her young fixges , that is to | 


- 


| 
_ 
[+0 
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.5O A Commentarie _ _ _ 
holy Ghoſt, made altogether (| virituall, ma 
well be called here in hs place a doue, a 
\Whereas hereplycth and calleth her his joue 

' we arcto note, that all her loue commeth fro 
him which is the fountaine of loue, and that 
it is from him, and for him, that ſhe is cal- 
led beautifull and faire, or a doue:: thatis tg 
fay ſpirituall, and ſhe is prouoked and tire Wl | 

. red vp afreſh by the Bridegroome toc 

but tm the holes of the reckes , and ſecret place 
of the ſtayres. This rocke is Chrilt. 1.Cor.10 
v.2. We didall drinke of the ſpirituall rocke 
that followed them,& the rocke was Chriſt; 
= by the [ecret places of the ſlayres, 1s meant 

_ the inwardaſcention and lifting vp of « 
heart, which euery faithfull man muſt needs 
haue. And it followeth, ſhew me thy ſight , be- 

| cauſe the bridegrome was deſirous to ſee the 
facc of the Charch , as I ſhewed you before 

'* | in theholes of therockes, andin the ſecrete 

| places of the ſtayres, and to hearc her voyce,' 
| or rather his, becauſe otherwiſe the wordes' 
|.of God cannot be acceptable vnto her , nei- 

..ther is 1t pollible for hey to find her husband 

by any other meanes, for thy voice # /weere, | 

and thy /ight comely, & here weſcc the good-. 
ineſlc of her louing ſpouſe towards her. Far 
without all queſtion, it is indeede his voice. 
and his words which the Church ſpeaketh, 
SE IFING _ 
—- T 
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his: but why chen calleth he it her voice? 7Þy" | 
vorce is ſweete : becauſe we ſhould know that. 

his voyce-is common betweene him and the 
ſpouſe, for Chriſts voice is nothing elfe but Ml 
the miniſteric of Gods word in the Church: q 
fo that alwayes Chriſts words do concerne oY 
and regard the Church , arid the good of the | 

people. It followeth, and thy fight comely.We 

are toobſctucin theſe wordes, that wheteas | 

euety oht'is knowne by his face, tharthe 

Church hercin this place s-faid to beknownt 

by her-fighe ;face,'or countenace. Now the 

facc of the ſpouſe,is the righteouſnefle of the. | 

uſt, I meanc the belecuing iufhef thelight ? 

of whoſe caunteniccit is, written, tothe end. 1 
that they may turnethe VIS $7 vos | 
to theit fonnes, andthe vnbeſceucrs vato the ' | 

he ff wiſcdome of the iuſt.” Antf Whofoeuer hath” = 
re | this wiſedome, walketh not after the will of | 

te - man, but afrer the will sf God © the holy 

c,\ | Ghoſt, that1s to ſay, when his mind and vn- 

es | derſtanding is ruled and gouerned by the 

j- | Holy Ghoſt, which commeth then to paſle, 

d\ | when he indgeth all things righely accor- 

«, | ding to the wordof God. And likewiſe ſhe 

1. & may be then ſaid to haue Chriſts face, when 


x {| inthe middeſt of proſperitie ſhee doth no-. [4 
;. || Chriltizn woman ſhould do, but in effect & | 
' | deedand makethit manifeſt vato thewhole' | 
2] CS —— Eh —— ij 


2 
_ "Wb ſhe hath rightly paar on the Lordi | 
Jeſus Chriſt , and his face is ſeene in her ad-. 
yerlicics nd troubles, if ſhe willingly beare! 
thecrollc,and crucifie the old man by ſulfe-! 
 rivg patiegly all manner of aduerſities. | 


Then” 5; | 


I5 Ta be vs the Foxes, "the litle F 0Xts, 
which deftroy the wines; for our vines 
baxe ſmall grapes. 


16 My welbeloued ii mint and lam kite | 


be feedeth among the lillies. 


17 Vmill the day breake, and the "RY 


dowes flee away: returne my welheloued 
be like 4 Rot, br z Jong | Hat *pe# the. 
wountaines of 1 Bet ther. 
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, The Foxe! by one of the paves beaſts in 
the world, and hereby are f1zpifted & 
fedout vato ys, the; falſe be cuers: > A | 
mies to the eraehi, . and this text may be firly, 
applycd againſt falſe teach ers &dilewbling 
Prophets, —__ deſtroy the he ke vines, tha | 


isfo ſay, corrupt thoſe which RES parece | 


Jar Churches of che world, doe 


A444 ©4#* 


belccuc;and he repcatcth thegord, Faxes by 
fayiog 
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Rying 4tle Foxes.the better to make known! 
ynto vs their weakeneſle & 1nfirmity, which: 


is ſuch,that they cannor be able to + 5 
zod » 


thing to paſle againſt the Church of 
ynlcſſc they firſt recciue power from the. 
darkeneſle of God: and this he forewarneth 
the friendes of the bridegrome, to wit, the. 
miniſters of the word, to the end that they 
ſhould girde vp themſclucs to take them, 
by the mutuall helpc of the bridegrome, 
and of the bride, as often as they would, like 
fiſhes faſt caughe in the ners of Gods word: 
now heg. is ſaide properly to be taken or: 
caught, which is couinced by the truth. And 


I in thac he fayth, 7 ake vs the Foxes, we mult 


note this, how the preachers of the Golpell, 


Which are commaunded to-do this, do take' 


and keepe them for Chriſt and theChurch, 
labouring to pleaſe and obey them both,be- 


cauſe they are miniſters both of Chriſt, and 


alſo of the Church. The vines are the parti- - 
cular Churches,which the heretikes and falſe: 
hypocriticall DoQors and teachers doc cor-' | 


rupt and peruert , becatife they pare away'. 


the greennele & beautie of the Church,that: | 
1s to ſay, ſucke out the principles of good: 


fruit , which they haue gachered out of the: 
.| | worde of God , and alleage them vn- 


der a ſhew and pretence of godlinceſle yn-' 


* —_ 


to a molt wicked end. Wherefore all fuck 
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muſt be driven away which goc about to il 
deprauethe wordof God with their herelicy 
and inucntions, 164th, 


' The Spouſe ſpeaketh. 


; Ay welbeloned it wine,and | am his: he fee+ 
deth among the Hikes, As who would fay, I 
do moſt conſtantly and inviolably hold the 
friend{hip of my welbcloucd, for:becauſe I 
knowhis loue is moſt conſtant towards me, 
which I perceiue by his greatfamiltaritie, in 
that he feederh' anvong the bites, By thelillies 
' are to be vnderſtood,, the ſoules of the faich- 

_ fall, which do alwaies yecld foorth apleaſant 
ſent of good wotkes among their neigh- 
bours : ſo chat-the ſpouſe being inuited co, 
them by the word of God, and now.ioyned 
with her husbandChriſt,is mbraced of him, 
 anddefireth codwell with him for eucr : ard! 
that ſhe may in the deuotion of her mind,as 
it were among the lillics and roſes ,continu-! 
ally enioy thecomfortsof the Saints and hoe! 
lyones, vntill the elcare day-ſtaire, and me- if ( 
redian brighenelle of Gods good wall and; 
pleaſure, do ſhine foorth; whereby allman-! 
ner of clouds and ſhadowes may be compel-! 
led to: flee away tothe end thatallmanner 
of men from thehigheſt to che. Joweſt may | 
know God,withoutfearrof {inne, or danger 
of herelic. It is cerraindly a great a 

— the 


—_—_— 


Faded that it ſhall be molt fully graunted 
ynto her : yet nevertheleſſe, thee interpo- 
feth and Merech vÞ her prayers vnto God, 
becauſe ſhe would not be depriued of this 
happineſle in any ſort,ſaying : Recrurne my 
wodbokoged. Returne {1 fay ) my welbelo- 
ned , and be to me both in word and deede, 


and defedts with ſharpe and quicke eyes, 
lheeyea of pitie and compaſlion,as a moſt lo- 
ing young Hart: take the old ſerpent a+ 


ay from-among vs, which lyeth in wait 
0 doi'vs harmeand kill him Ke the breath 


9" a which art ſo louing ouer all man- 

Find and faichfull foules.: graunt ehis ( O 
Lord) if it be but for the promiſes which 
hon -madeſt vnto our forefathers , whom 
erily thou diddeſt chooſe out amongſt the 
Gentilcs,$& commandedſt them tolooke for 


luation of all others at the hands of Chriſt 
-| © leſus their Sauiour , which was promiſed 


r F ynto ow” from the beginning of the 
y yorld. | 


8 


3 1 


- 
om aron a 


| 08 hs hs 35 
0 fl [ch Church hath vnto Chriſt here in this 
I il place, and plehovgh ſhe be moſt fully per- 


amoſt ioyfull goat, to ſpic out our-wantes ' 


and to looktdowne ypon our miſeries with 


of thy\'mouth : ouercome all our enemies, 


their Camog healthes and ſaluation, andthe 


_— » 


"The third Chapter, 
1 Inmy bedbj night 1 ſought himthat 
yy foule loued, 1 ſought bim , bus 1 found 
him not « ++ 00 £ of 
 -2 1 willriſe therefore now andgo about 
e#rthe cttie by the ſlreetes,” and.by phe open 
places, and will ſeeke him that my ſonle lo- 
weth: I ſourht him,but 1 found him not. | 
3 The watchmen that went about the 
citie found me: to whom I ſaid , haue yo 
ſeene him whom my ſoule loneth? 
4 VVhenl1hadpaſt a litle from thera, 
then 1 found him whom my ſoule Joued: 
fooke hold on him, and left himmot; till! 
| had brought him ynto my mothers hou e 
#nto the chamber of her that 'comctiut \ 
, 950, Ee : Sd 
; - 5 1 charge yon, 0 daughters of Ieru 
| 


56 A Commntarie 


falem, by the Roes and by the: Hines o 
” i the feela, that ye ſterre uot up, ner w ake | 
ny loue untill She pleaſe. ES, 


The Commentatie.” © 


'T: He foules of the righteous are faidetito 
, A maktethem beds, when flying the cara 


j 


— 


| wpow the Canticles. __ $9. 


and troubles of the world, they take a courſe: 
how to live quietly & peaceably. And to ſeeks 
the bridegrome in the night time, or in the 
dark,is as much as to fceke him in their own 
works,or in the traditions and conſtitutions. 
fmen, where it is nct poſiible to find him, 
Kats they are full of darkneſſe and obſcu- 
titie.So then the ſpouſe the Church ſpeakerh 
| thele words,or the likein cf; Being price 
ed with the gwltineſle of mine own finfull . 
onſcience, and labouring in my chamber & 
d, that is to ſay,truſting in minc own me- 
Eris or worthineſle , I ſoughe the fauour and 
TE buc of my husbid,becauſc indeed Icthought 
to hauc obtained & purchaſed eternall blſſe 
ind happineſſc by the workes of the law,and 
hus hauing a long time ſcught it here, I 
uſe'© could not find it: becauſchis loue commeth 
M not from our mcrits and worthineſle, but of 
EY his mcere good will & fauour. / wil/rs/c theres 
re now , that is to ſay, whilcs that I doc goe. 


| bike to ſeeke him out of me, and go about 


the citze by the ftreetes , and by the open pla= 
es to ſecke my Sautour and husbande, the, 
foundation of my happineſfle; and that in 
the religion of the Gentiles , and dodrine of 
the Philoſophers, I found him not likewiſe. 
a to fecke Chriſt is to bee willing, 
detfto truſt in him , and ſincercly to belecue'. 
caYall his ſayings, and be _ and gouerned 
any 0 HD Ea 7 


the citie, that is to ſay, all humaine coun4 


$8  ACommentercee © 

by them: and laſtly,to hope moſt conſtantly 
for their ſaluations by the merits of Chriſts 
workes , wherefore the ſpouſe here in this 
place ſheweth , that ſhe was not a litle 
deceiued , when ſhe ſought him diligently, 
| but with humaine diligence and induſtrie, 

and vpon the full confidence of her owne 
workes. Goto then , riſe vp, and goeabout} 


ſels, becauſe they which ſecke Chriſt with+| 
out the word and ſpirit of God, doe as it 
were fetch a compaſle, and goe the farthell| 
way about.Now the wicked do trace vp and} 
downe in this way in vaine, becauſe. that g 
wheras no care & induſtry of man is auailej}}}; 
able vnto the finding of him, they can net}; 
uer finde him out this way, 7 he watchme, 
that went about the citie found mee , to whoryY; 
1 [96 haue you ſeene him whom my ſoule 16: 
weth? T he warchmen, &c. that is to ſay, thoſtY, 
which follow the conſtitutions of aunci>| 


| 

| 

| 

| 
| 
, 
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ent fathers, reuclations and ſtudies of men, 
which ſeeme to ward and keepe the Church, 
Jasked them alſo whether they could cer! 
cainely tell mee of any place where to bin 
out my louing and gracious ſpouſe, where: 
_ I might ſecurely embrace him, and ſecret-Y,, 

1y comfort my ſelfe . To conclude , I asketif,s 

ehem whether they could bring me any cet, 
taine tydings of my f(aluation : but having 

©) | * | P 


bf 
> 
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peeches, to ſee whether I could find anie 
more certaine ſteppes and footings , as it 


ſelfe to make inquirie after him in the 
kes of the holy ſcripture, being writ- 


'Y ten by the inſtint of the holy Ghoſt, 
7 8 whom I doc loue moſt entirely , as being 


J the ſenſe of pictic and ſolide truth : for it 
is onely Gods ſpirit, which ſatisfieth and 


_ wpontheCanticles. 59 
W; 7 kt a litle fo ? 


om their humaine ſtudies and 


were of my ſaluation and peace of conſci- 
ence, which I had ſought a long time, bue. 
neuex as yet found , at the length, leaving 

all humaine helpes and Doors, I bufted my - 


J filleth the mind of man, deſirous of know- 
| ledge » and leadeth his diſciples into all 


manner of truth , by teaching them the 


'Y wordes of God. And here I finde, that. 


J not onely my vnderſtanding is informed, 


f bue alſo that my affections are inflamed 


"& within me, and that I am preſently able to 
JT diſcerne errors and falſchood from the ve- 


-bl 
* Fritic of eruc doftrine, and to receiue and 
'F incercaine in my heart the true peace of 


en 
"El 


| (ſelfe in my husban 
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conſcience, qm_ and contenting my 


found oue- Chriſt my Sauiour and redee- 
mer, that 1sto ſay, him who hath obtained 


nd} | > and all this happe- | 
neth for no other cauſe, but becauſe I baue | 


<Oeh fpirit of grace, which is neuer ſepara- 
ted and abſtrated from the truth , that | 


et 
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s _- Fe Commentirie : 
which is his is mine, for otherwiſe Tknowe 
that I ſhould ſuddenly periſh and come to 
nought,and forthwith Chriſt doth ſeeke the 
Galuation of thoſe which liue in wickednelle | 
anderror. Wherfore the Church being once 3 
conuerted from the wicked , romilcth t2 : 
bring in Chriſt, whom ſhee oder i in che} 
houſe of his mother, chat is to ſay,in the Sy-} 
nagogues and congregations of the wicked, i} 
from whence hecamezand veril y the true bes! 
lecuers do ſtudy and cndeuour by proters,by} 
the miniſterie ofthe word, and by all manct 
of meanes potlible,to reduce the poore wan | 
dring foulcs of the Church , to the truth ofl | 
' Gods word, that chey may receiuc- Chriſt} 
into their houſes , and into the ſecret chame|} £ 
bers of their hearts, becauſe it is not enoueh|] 
for the ſcruants of God to ſecke their owne|| 
ſaluations, vnleſſe they may compaſſe it forſi* 
others alſo, and dire them as well as theyfil | 
' may, vnto the like ſpeeches of God , which] i 
they ought to ſecke ſocarefully anddiligent: |} | 
ly, that they ſhould not leaue off ſeeking of} 
18, veil! they know that they hagerecciued) 
mercie as well as they, 'which 1s dedared vn-[} |: 
to vsin the next words following: L left buff i 
wot till ] bad browght him into my mother 'ﬀ 
honſe , mro the chamber of her thas canceimedl 1 
we. That is, I left him not till ruen the 
| rt {uch a one av I my (elfe had wa 
*E | £o10r( 


ct aj 
we if tofore for a\certaine [pace becne', being©@ | 
to fl turned and conuerted vato him, receiucd |» 


he 0g 
ry ? | ' The wordes of the Bridegr ome vnto 
Nb ; the F rg ins. 
the 1 charge you ,0 ; daughters of ler alalem ,t 
Js 7 the Roes, aud by the Hindes of the field , that Þ 


cd, if ye ſtirre wot vp nor when my loue vntill ſhee | 
be+ & pleaſe. 1 charge you, The faithfull ſpouſe of 
>) & Chriſt doth moſt willingly obey his will - 
net and commaundement, by faeking the ſal- 
ants þ | omg: of her mother which conceiued and 
J bare her , which yet wandreth yp and 
ſt} downein darkeneile , and in the daunger of 
m?/F death , fo chat the mood of truth doth-not a. 
gh] lile thing g profite by her , by making her fie 
pnefJ £0 recciue chim that was comming, Chriſt le-. 
forf Tas, and to change her by the power of his | 
1e)| ſp ric, tothe end, that they that were wiſe 
ich {hould become "0 iy and. they th at-were | 
nt+f fooles, ſhould become wile., Hence s it chat. 
of} lhe is become one of the Charches daughe. 
ied itcrs., or rather to ſpeake more ps operly, | 
70-14 {a true member of the Clurch and ſpouſe | 
Jiof Chriſt: afterwardes the Bridegroome! 
; (difparcheth vato her heart , The plea- 
if 'fures of his ſpirite , afnd peace of | God; 
[which-paſſeth all vaderftanding. Theres 
pore both the mothcr 0 the daughter = 
_ T 


r 


| ap A Commentarie 
| | being bothof themtogether, made a faith- 
| full ſpouſe of the Lords, doreioyce and are 
merrie, whereupon ſhefſleepeth and taketh 
her quiet reſt in the holy Ghoſt, whom the iſ 
holy Ghoſt doth ſo preferue and keepefrom | 
feare of any danger , that the quier reſt and | 
peace of their minds and conſcrences cannot | 
diſturbed or hindered at all. He ſaith vnto | 
the yong virgins, */ charge yoa,which words || 
were expounded befofe, He chargeth them | 
not to {tirre or waken his loue, vntill ſhee | 
pleaſe, but then ſhe {would haue the young | 
maydes to waken her, when they are moued 
thereunto by the word of God: and this | 
verſe is repcated in the Canticles , toſhew [il # 
that God hath no lefle care ouer the Church |] | 
which is made of the Gentiles and wicked, |} | 
being orice conuerted, then hee hath of the |} | 
Jewes and others, whnch in the beginning | | 
were made righteous by him}, but that hee |} 
hath an equall care and loue of them both; S 
being hide onein him ang chorough him. | 
T he friends of the Bridegrome vnto the 
young mayaes. 7 


6 PVhoi che that cormeth op outof | 
the wilderne(ſe like pillars of moke pe | 


rf. 

 medwith myrrhe and pale our ip «| 
ghe frices of the merchann - ' :. 0 | 

FE” 7 7 Behold] | 
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vponthe Canticles, 6 3 

f +7 Behold bis bed, which is Selomons: ' 
bene ſtrong men are round about it «f 

be valiant men of Iſrael. | 

8 Theyall handle the (word, & are ex- 

ert inwarre, eucry one hath bis ſword wp- | 

n his thigh for the feare by night. | 

9 King Sulomon made himſelfe « pale | 

ace of trees of Libanon. b” 

'10 He made the pillars thereof of filver, 

| Þrdthe panement thereof of gold, the han- | ” ol 

$ng't ercof of purple, whoſe middeſt was © 

J havcd with the loue of the aaughters ef le, 17 

I | 1x Come forth: ye daughters of Sion & 

ehold the king Salomon, with the crowne: 

pherewith his mother crowned him the! 

y of his mariaze , and in the day f the 

aadoeſſe of his heart. 


| 
| 
| * Thebleſſed f pouſe reſting her ſel ynder' 
|| the proteQtion of Chrift,doth dayly 'more & 


ore profit inthe knowledgeof Chriſt: and 
this 1s: done cuen in the! itdernefle of this' 


orld,and in the middeſt of the wicke,dall 
FOI & troubles whatfoeuer; 


Z - 


The Commentarie. 


| 64 ACommentarie 
? tothe words which come after , /ike pillervof 
| fnacke perſumen with myrrbe ava mcenſe, teach 


Ap 


a to; 


os 


| layd vpon the fire, do yecld. a greater and | 
: better ſmell, cucn fothe ele out of the verie, | 
 fircof their teptations, by the works of Chri-. | 
'Mtian iuſtice,do {nd forth the ſweete ſmell of ,'F 
mirrhe and incenic,which the friendes of the 1 
\Bridegrome perceiuing ,;crie out with great | 


_ to paſſe in his Church, that is to ſay, how by | j 
the vertuc ofthe ſpitit at one & the ſelf ſame} 


2 


'admiration and wondring,faying , #kho ſpe | 


priſed with admiratis,they tcl vs what won 


vs, that as ſweet ſwelles and perfumes being | 


| 


that commerh wp,&c.{0 that theſe: wordes and: | 


thereſt chat follow ynto the cnd of this chap- 
tcr,doin my opinion, properly belong & ap= | 
pertaine vnta.the friends! of the Bridegrome; | 
and miniſters of the word, and therefore they} 
containe.matters of doArine, which concern | 
the Church and glory of God. Firſt of. alk | 
therfore, asif they were altoniſhedand ſurs,} 
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derfuli chings God hath wrought & brough 


tirne ſhe doth both reſt and moue , or aſcend: I 
likea pillar of ſmoke,perfumed with mirrhe 
andincenfe.A veric {trangething and wor« ]' 
thic to bce noted : and in the fire of tri} 
bulation at the ſame time (hee hath peace, |] | 
at what time ſhe gocth and groweth from, J 
ycrtue to yertue by the ſpirit , and her faich;}{ 1 
mncrcaſeth dayly more and more, ney F 
| 18 


: 


of 
ch 


's 
> 
J ſhould ar theſelfe ſame time bee vexcd and 
f troubled, and yer haucfuch peace and reſt | 


' thercby,that (hee ſhould become morerigh- | 
F tcous, godly and pure then ſhee was before. | 


pox the Canticles. vl. s = 


ſs effeuall and powerfull in her by meanes ' 


of loue, & peace. And this 1s the peace which 


aſſeth all vnderſtanding , becauſe the fleſh 


nnoet conceiue how his ſhould be,that ſhe 


Andlookeasthe ſmoke mounteth vpward, | 


I folong, that at thelength it cannot be ſeene | 
8 any longer;ſo as1f is partly ſcene, and partly | 


not ſcene : ſo the Church confiſteth of her 


i members.the number whereof 1sdayly renu- 

4 ed,and which are partly knowne,partly vn- | 
| ecrtaineand ynknowne, And as the ſinoke | 
, _ utuch 1s engendred of the fire,mounting vp / 


on high, . doth by litle and licle vanilh away / 


| | I out of anians fi x ads fo the church which | 


141 kindleth the Jouc of God in our harts bythe: 


7 fireof the holy Ghoſt, leaucs not=to aſcend 
J and mount vp higher and higher yatilt 
J ſhce bee cleanelifted vp aboue the fight of' 
+ all carthly- thinges , and cranſported vn-: 
'7 to the confiliaida of the _ inuilible' 
\ 7} thinges which 'are/in heauen aboue. Bes! 


if holde his: bed, which us Satarmons , threeſtors 


ce, | 


| frong men are round about it, of the taliant\ 


mf wen of 1/racl. Bebald, Finally , they ſhewe 


cj] 


[What and how greate che ſecuritie is of the, 


"* EY ercene bed, hat is to pc of 


66. A Commenterie 
the power and wiſedomeof Chriſt,and what! 
vehement and wonderfull great louc he engl] 
r&th towardes the ſpouſe and her maydens :: 
and all this is done vnder the figure of Sa/s-| | 
mon. Furthermore , they lay hefore our eyes' | 
certain tokens of his loue, as namely theſe,in; | 
that he keepeth, preſerueth & defendeth his; | 
Church from the tyranny or treacheric of: i : 
ſychas lic in waite to deſtroy it,and likewile, | 
in ſending of his Prophets at their appoin; | 
ted time, to forewarne them! of the euils to; þ 
' come, and fore-armethem with all ſorces of | 
armour ncceſ{>ric for them againl(t their ce || 
nemics the ficſh and the diuel] : for the Pro |: 
mult by cheir offices ſtill watch and | 
ward for the profite and commoditie of. the; |: 
Church. And che number of ten being wuls | | 
tiplicd by faxc, maketh vp 1uſt 60. Whers ; 
_ thenumberoften is takenfor the Law or des) | ; 
calogue, and thenumber of fixe for all chat; | 
ſpace andtime wherin God made all things, | 
Wherefore by the threeſcore ftrong. men wee: | 
are to vnderſtand all the perfect and righee+ | | 
ous men of the Church , who whileſt they, || 
fulfil the ten commandemenes i in fixe daies,, | 
they may be rightly ſaid to bee ſer round a+, | 
| boutChriſts bed, becauſethey doe confirme, | 
and ſtrengthen the godlic minds of the weas | 
ker ſort of their brethren , both with good || 
words & good cxamples, 6 ſo by this "ey | 
ay | 


"I. i 
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pon the Canticles 6. 
they do drive away all thar enemies from 
| If Ghiem. 7 bey hold the ſwordes in their handes 
": |} whethey obey &falfill Gods words, avd are 

' ft txpert # warre,whiles they teach & inſtru 
1 dthers,which by their godly meanes are pre- 
{ ferued:and the ſword, to wit, the word of 
1 God,teacheth vs that no malice of man is'1a- 


'Þ q ble to oucrcome the wiſedomeof God,and 
"If the hands whereinthey holde his ſword,are 
1” |} pothing cls bur good deedes & good works: 
Ef | andthe cle which are already come wnto 
' 8 perfeRion,bawve this ſword pon lhe rhighes, 
JI 7 that is to fay,are able toendureand beare the 


| Hgour of their conuerſation, by the which 
they learne to beate downe the vnruly appe- 
{ fites of the fleth, and deſpiſe the force and 


{ ſtrength thereof, by putting all their hopes 


| encmic the diucll way not cauſe them to fall 
| nto the ſnares of his nettes , bythe intifing 

aites of the fleſh in the night time and ig- 
« | | horance of the world. King Salows wade Lie | 
*; 8 felfe 4 pallace of the trees 0 f Libanen. King Sa- 
Y | 1 Yomon : theſe words may! be well vnderſtovd 
' | eitherofthe ark of the [which our Lord 
| Þ 'Chriſt the husband of the Church caufed to. 
[ bet made of ſundrie kindes of | omg 


woods,or elſe of the Templewhich king 


| | foes built : bue chieffic ard principally they 
'| Are to be vnder(tood of Fee: 


j and confidences in God,tothe end that their 


40 A Commentarie - 

congregation of the faithfull,which is ſo pres 
cious & coſllie in the ſight of God, tharir ig 
tobepreferred before the moſt precious &| 
deareſt matter of all the molt ſtatelieſt buil+4| 


dings which arc,be they neucr ſo curiouſlig} 
framed & built:becauſc ie is buildedoof ſtates} 


lie high crees of L:banzs, that is to ſay,of no | 


table good teachers and preachers of the} 
Church, which are eminent aboue the reſt; | 
and famous,as well for che purc filucr oh} 
heir doftrine, as for thegliſtering golde © 

zZeale & charitie.crowned and adorned withll 
the beautic of many vertues. in ſuch fort,tha|} 
the mindes of other faithfull men are con4}! 
| ſtrayned as it were to beholde and admire | 
them , as allo for to glorific God in his|| 
Sainte. | 


( 

| 

| 

| 

_ 4 

"OF words of the Pridegromes friends | l 
? E 
f 

| 

| 

4 

| 


Z 


| txto the yong Virgins, 

Core forth ye daughters af Zien, and behord : 
the hang Salomon , with the Crowne wherewith| 
bis mother crowned hins in the day of his wari- [1 i 

480, and iuthe day of the g/adncjſe of i his. heart. 
 Comeforth ye daughters of Zion,that is to ſay, | 
ye daughters of Z:ox, as many among all the Þ 
nations of the world as hauc receiued the} 
words of lifethrouzh Chriſt and the handes |} 
"of the Apoliles to beleeue; come fqrth out of | 
-youreators and vanitjesybein © before el] 

cte 


vponthe Camicles, At | 
re4 || Redby the holieſcripture, behold the peace- 


is 0 able king Sa/omon, which made of two chur- 
& fl ches one,by taking away the hinderance and 
il4|f] kt,” as well of God towardes man , asof the 
light Jewes cowards the Gentils,by his death and 
tc4|{ paſſion on the croſſe: come ſee and behold the 
04 | Cnc Chriſt crowned with acrowne 
he ff efthe deitie O good God, how great was the 
{t; |} loue of God towardes man,that hee gaue his 
oh|i a9 begotten ſonneinthe fleſh, to the end 
of} that cuerie one that belecucth.in him ſhould 
thi|f{ hot periſh, but han crernalllife, either that 
ad |4 they ſhall receiue 1t in that day when he ſhall 
n4|{ cometo judge both the quick and the dead, 
re|{ prehat they haue rcceucd it already, ip that 
ig|] day, when his humanitic was glorified the 

1 third day after his reſurreQtion and triumph 
_ | buer the diucll thegreat cnemic of all the 

\} faichfull people of God. | 

L. :. 


F 
< 


[ 


> , 


ay” The fourth Chapter, + 
fi { 1 | ; Te £41 
511 | 1 Behold thou art faire my loue: bebold 
t«f] hon art faire phine eyes are like the aones: 
| among thy lockes thine hare ts like the 


iy | fo ke of goates which look downe from the 
- | i untaime of Gilead, ” 


|; 2 Thyrtecth are like « flocke of sheepe 


x || Fn good order ,pbich go wp fro the wasking: 


79 4 Conmmentarie 3 
which eaery one bring out twinnes,, and 
none barren among them, ER 

3 Thylippes are like «threde of shari| 


let and thy talke: is comety: thy temples art| 

within thy lockes as a peece of 4 pomegre: ; 

wate. | 
. The Commentarie. 


T he words of the Bridegrome 
_ wntothe Bride TO TA, 


He Church of God is commended fot | 
4 diucrſe things 1m the Canticles. Firſt, fot 
her doues eyes , that is to [ay , her fimplici;|] 
tic and ſynceritic of minde and iudgemeng | 
which is giuen her by the holy Ghoſt, which| 
is ſignified by the f1militude and ſhape of | 
doue : ſecondly,for her ornaments and tewi{[ 

_ els which do not alitle beautifie and = | 


the face, becauſe they are the ornamentes off 
the head, andthe head 'is- Chriſt , whole fac] 
ſhineth moſt gloriouſlic,and in whoſe coun 
tenance is all the glotic of all the faithfull| 
whereſoeuer. Thirdlic, ſheis prayſed for hex} 
haire,.for as the haires do grow on the head, 
ſothe truth which wehaue,and receiue from 
our head Chriit,doth takefalt root, and in4 
creafeth in vs :nowe it groweth and increiÞ 
ſeth in vs by reaſon of.che preachers of the 
Goſpell, which are asit were the _ of | 
| | cnls Rt 


——R—_——_ Wt wa Fang 
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| ontheCanticles. 71 
| this head, which depedeth on Chriſtthe true 
beadof the church. And the hairs of this head 
of the ſpouſe are very properly & fitly com- 
pared vnto Goats haires, becauſe whiles they 
attend wholly vnto the precepts of the Law, 
and meditate yp6 nothing but vpon heaue- 
ly things, they are clean creatures, which feed 
in high ſtcep places. And by Guead, which is 
as much to fay by interpretatis,as an heap of 
te{timonies, 1s meant the multitudes of mar- 
tyrs, which cofirme Chriſts doarineby their | 
q deaths and paltions.T hy teeth are like a flocke 
q of ſheep in good order, which go vp from the wa- 
 ſpmgs,which exery one bring out twins , and none 
$ ir barren among them.T hy teeth. Thetecthare 
| the power of the holy Ghoſt , by the which 
{ the true Biſhops do ouercome the wicked, 
Jand cruſh them in pecces by the preaching 
{ofthe word and Chriſtian conuerſation, and 
Jeither conuert and turne them to the cruth, 
Rorclſe confirme and eſtabliſh them in the 
truth by the power of the aforcſaid word. A- | 
gaine,the Biſhops aretecth, becauſe they re- 
Iprchend andreproue the wicked by the word 
foftruth , and makethem members of Gods' 
tholy Church. Moreouer, they are tecth to. 
break & bruiſe the bread of 'dorine, ſothat 
fit may be food for the weak. And thetecth of 
the Church are deſcribed tobe like vnto ſheep 
of ter they are waſhed and 5 , becauſcthe 
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552 A Commentarie - 
ſpirit of truth doth makethe true profeſſorsþ 
.” the Goſpell,and generally all the faithfullſf 
to become pure, innocent, & ſimple or harm-|! | 
leſſe as ſheepe: neither are they barren or}; 
fruitleſſe, becauſe as the ſheepe they bring! 
forth twinnes , &alwayesabound in all ma-3 
ner of good workes. T hy lips are hke 4 threat! 
of thariet , and thy tale is comehe: thy temples): 
are within thy lockes as apeece of a pomegranat, : 
Againe, the Church 1s commended for he! 
lips:that. 1s to ſay, for her words, And her lip} 
_areſaid to bee red, becauſcall her ſpeech! 

tend onely to this end & purpoſe,to ſet forth]: 
the death of Chriſt our Sauijour:rgd with|y 
| bloud for the ſaluation of theeleR. And hal} 
words are fyery hot with zeale and faich|] 
not knowing howeto lie, but able to ouer{{- 
come the falſe and lying brethre. And by het 
 cheekes, is ftigmified modeſlic and ſhamefaſt|! 
neſle, becauſe when a man is aſhamed he blu{: 


ſheth , or his cheekes do looke red tand bei} ? 
cauſe the pomegranat isredin hewe,therfor(; 
it may be molt ficly applied vnto thepaſliorlf s 


of Chrift , Now, becauſe theChurch is not al! 
ſhamed of Chriits croſle, but reioyceth rathe| 
in her paſſions and perſecutions » which (hf 

is to ſuff-r for his ſake, and is wont to bear 
theſigne of the croſle verie patiently:there{ a: 
fore 1t was wei! ſaid , that her cheekes wen 2: 
like a Pamegran: ate,& eſpecialliclike a peed _ 


orſ} granat cannot be ſeene,vnleſſe the pomegra- 
ng'3 - natbe broken or bruiſed in peeces :' ſo like- 
na-' wiſe thevertue and power of the Church is 


6&1] not ſcene but 1n tribulations and troubles. 
ery 
_  * ne Tenn 


jP!l 4 Thy necke is as the tower of Dagid, 

rth1d 66k for defence, a thouſand shieldes hang 

ith] FRerern , ard all the targets of the ſtrong 
1 men. TL 

1 5 Thytwobreaits are a4 two youg roes 

rl that are twins feeding among the lillies. 

| 6 Ymillthedaybreak, &+ the shadows 

1 flic away, 1will go into the mountaine of 

1} mirrhe,and tothe monntaine of tucenſe. 


1 #70 ſpot in thee. 


The Commentarie. 


can \ In this place he comedeth the ſpouſes neck. 
ere] as a toweribuilt yp of a reaſonable heighr,ha- 
vel ged round about with ſtrong ſhields:& what 
cc thing elſe 1s this in the _— but che {weete 
1 Wh >”; | 2 


_ 


_ _____ opontheCanticles, 73 
ors} of pomegranat, becauſe the redder part of it 
ullff . was hid,and che white only was ſeen. And as 
m-[} the number of graines which are ina pom- 


7 Thou ert all faire my loue , & there 


"het 


74 AConmentaric 

agreement of holie maners, or true ſtrength 
& fortitude againſt all aduerſities that ſhall 
happen,being alwayes adorned and decked 
with ſtrong champions and Chriſtian warri- 


ours,which they keeping and preſeruing,do | 


 notonly praiſe them, but alſoin the power 


and vertue of him that 1s able to ſtrengthen |: 
their weake ſoules. endure and ſuffer all ma- |? 
ner of aduerlities. The great Cannon which |: 
defendeth this Church, 1s nothjg els but the |! 
lively words of the holy ſcripture which do |z 
earce cuen to the foule: and the thouſand | 
backlers or targets, are the hoped for helpes |: 
and ſuccours of Gods divine prouidence, by |! 
| the which he doth ſo much ſuſtaine and res |: 
lecue his ſeruants,that it is not poſlible that |! 
they ſhould bee ouercome or ouerthrowne, | 
Thy two breaſts. Finally,becauſe hee meancth | 
not to proceed ſo far in this place,as to ſpeak | 
ofher girdle,aftcr he had ſpoken of her head | 
and neck,he addrefſeth himſelfe to fay ſom: |: 
what in commendations of her two breaſtes: |! 
wherby is meant the doctrine of both the old |: 
and new teſtament,then the which there can |]. 
bee nothing imagined morepleafant more |; 
amiable, or more profitable: and he likeneth | 
them to two young roes , becauſe as they do | 
lightly leape and skip vp and downe, ſo the | 
dodrine of both the old and newe teſtament | 
1s ſpread abroad thranghout the face OY | 
whole |] 


__ wpontheCanmticles. 75 
whole world , & their feeding, is faid to be 4 
pong the lies; wherby areſ13nificd the faith= 
full, among(t whom there 1s alwares abiding 
theloue & charity of the Church, which fee- 
dcth,chat 15 to ſay, recreateth her: & thisloue 
doth remaine for cuer in her full ſtate & per- 
f:ction among thefaithfull. But what is the 


of che ſpirit and word of God:for becauſe the 
Church doth alwaies feed on that food which 
ſhall make her ſtrong to perſeuer and conti- 
nucout vnto the end. Moreouer, the faichfull 
pcople of God are fed and nouriſhed with 
faith and loue of the Church : but howe long 
are they fed after this ſort? vneill the day 
breake, that is to ſay,to theend of the world, 
and that the ſhadowes of errors, mens 1nuen- 
, tions,and all the workes of darkneſle do flie 
] away.And Chriſt may rightly then bee ſayd 
|] to comevnto vs,when he helps vs, and to go 
; [| away from vs, when he takes all hope of help 
7 and ſuccour from v3Now the ſpouſe as long 
4 |} a$ ſhes in this world , is not without tribu+ 
n | Jations and croſles,and doubtleſle ſhe would 
-e || ſooneperiſh and come to nought, if Chriſt 
1; || hold not come to her to comtort & ſ{treng- 


1g [| then her with che power of his ſpirit, and. 


nt { Church,as if he did ſpeake vato a third per- 
a8 | fon,ſfaying;! wil go into the moxntaine, that is 


7 


Dod wherewith the feederhth@tle ibthe food - 


1e |) therfore the Bridegrome ſpeaketh vntothe | 


\ 


76 A Commentarie | 
to fay,I will indeed helpe thee, which arta 
mountain of mirrhe,& a hill of incenſe, that 
15 to ſay. ſo full of my ſweete ointment , as a 
mountaincof incenſe and mirrhe, T Fs art 
ai faire my loue,& there 1s no [pot m thee,T how || 
art, cc, He commeth then,and ſlacketh not |} 
to come vnto his welbeloued(; poulc,: forhe || 
1s no Iyer, to ſay that he will come, and not 
to come: & he ſaith, thox ar all faire, there l 
' 5 20 ſpot in thee, How faire ? how without |: 
ſpot,or blemiſh?by the bountifull and beau- |: 
cifal preſence of the immaculate ſon of God, 
 andfor the ſweet ſmell of his ointmet wher- 
with hehath perfumed vs:and henceit 1s.that 
the Church is called a mountaine of mirrhe, | 
 & a mountain of incenſe, becauſe that ſhe al- ' |} ? 
beit in her (cif,and ofher ſcife ſnc1s moſt mi- | 
ſcrably foule,&cblack as any blackamore can 
| bexyet notwith{tanging in her bridegrome 
| Chriſt molt amiable, admirable & faire,pure |, 
' without ſpot in Chrilt, becauſe he wipes a- :|/ 
way all her ſpots, & blots by forgiuing her | 
| herftns, and imputing chem no longer 1 vnto | 


her. Ic 
The Text. 09 bo 
| $ Come with me fro Lebanon my ſpouſe, 
| enen with me from Lebanon,and looke from | 
| zhe top of Amanak, from the top of Shenir | 
| awd Hermon from the aennes of the Lyons, | 


and | 
we” i 
j 
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vponthe Canticles - "on" 


| and from the mountaines of the Leo-' 
| parades. 


9 Myſiter, my ſponſe.thou haſt woun- 


] dedmine heart , thos haſt wounded mine 
1 heart with one of thine eyes, and with & 
1 chaine of thy necke. | 
1 10 My ſiſter, my ſpouſe,how faire is thy 
1 luethow much better # thy love then wine, . 
1 andthe ſauour of thine ozntments then all 
| ſpices? | HD 

! 11 Thy lippes, my /Jou[e,arop as honey- 
| combes: honey and milke are under thy 
| rongue and the ſawcr of thy garmentes i as 
-|] rhe ſauonr of Lebanon. 


TheCommentarie, 


Here in this place weare to confid.r thus | 


[7 much achat by the foure Jnlles of Ifracilis eo. 
||? be vnderſtood the vocation of the Church of . 
] the Gentils vato Chriſt her husbad, which is | 
|] called,chat ſhe may not divelany longer with 
|] Lyons & Leopards,but may be freed fro the. 
|| power of the, that is to {av,that her body may 


|} notbectorne in peeces with thecruelry of 
| bloudy tyrants, or diſtracted by the diucrſity 
| &varicty of wicked ſes: but that ſhe being 
| reduced, & brought from herelie & crrour to 


lu me. 


4 


78 A Commenterie _ 
the true vnderſtiding of the faith;may.make 
one true Catholike Church of all the ele, 


which are gathered & aſſembled together of | 
all nations , tongues, and kingdomes of the | 
earth, as who would fay ; This my beautifull | 


ſpouſe flyeth vnto me for refuge, not only | 


from L:ibanzwus, but from all the corners and 


quarters of the earth, eſchuing the ſubtil- | 
ties of Sathan, and treachicries of falſe teas 
chers and herctikes, ſuch as they haue medi- |- 


tated and thought ypon lying on their beds, 


to deſtroy and annoy the Church. And in || | 
that he ſaith, that hs heart was wounded , wee || | 
| areto note the greatneſle of his loue which | | 


he beareth towards the Church, which he for |] | 
pyos caule calleth his ſiſter and ſpoule!: firſt, '' 


ecaule {hee is become his heauenly bedfel-+ 
low,& partaker of the benefit of his celeſtial 


bed:and ſccondly,becauſe hee vouchſafed tg | | 


take fle{h,;and put on mans nature vps him, 


chat he might be our naturall brother. . The | 
eyes of the Spouſe are the tudgements & pro+ | 


ceedings of the holy Ghoſt:the necke is faith, 
and the chaines about the necke,the workes 
that are done in faith. Againe,the ſpouſe hath 
two cies whileſt ſhe liucthin the fleſh,to wit, 


the iudgemet of the ſpirit, & the iudgmee of j 


_ {ecod diſpleaſeth himas much as the former 
pleaſcth him, becauſe it is cotrary to the for« 
mer, 


2 


F:- wvpon the Canticles. 
\ Þ mer, which the church ſhal be quite 


79 
&cleane 


! runneth vnto the tabernacle of the bodie by 


{ chains about her neck,the one a chain of hy- 
q pocriſie,that 1s to ſay,of ſeming good works 
7 that iſſue forth fro faith, one of theſe chames 
1 the bridegrome loueth, and the other he ha 
1 teth to the death, becauſe it'is a finfull chain, 


1 beart with one of thine eyes, that is to fay,with 
3 ly Ghoſt, and with one of thy chaynes, that is 


1 faith, haſt thou wounded mincheart, that is 
7 to ſay, thou haſt done things very gratefull 
1 and acceptable vnto me, and hee repeateth 
| |} theſe words, of wounang of bu heart twilc, to 


Church. And theſe lowes are better then wine, 


| I f ; _ 
 þ loue which Chriſt bearcth cowardes bis 


_ |! theworkes of Chriſtian charitie. And hnally 
|} the ſanorr of thine omnements is better then all 


| of Chriſts ointments, which yecld foorth a 


| {mel,then the ſmcll of any outward vnguent 
| | orany thing elſe whatſocuer. 7hy bpper my 


Py 


| freed fro, when mortifying the old man, ſhe 


death. Furthermore ſhe is ſaid to haue two 


{ wherefore he ſaith , chou haſt wounded moe 
} the iudgemet and vnderſtanding of the ho- 


{ toſay, with the workes which come from 


1] make knowne and declafe the fingular great 


] becauſe neither wine nor any other outward 
1 thing,can be morepleaſant or acceptableghe 


_ Þ PÞrees, becauſe the Church is madepartaker- 


(F 


8 AC Commentarie- 

ſponſe aroppe bomcombes : bony and milhe ave 
Onder thy rongue,and the ſanonr of thy garmers 
% us the {anonr of Lebanon. T by tips. The lips | bo 
of the church arecuerlike honycombs drop- ſt x: 
ping:but what do they drop or diltill2milke | 
and hony which is vnder their tongues. By F 
which words we areto note the hony ſweet, |) ar 
and milke white, vaſpotted words of God. dl 
Theſe words may be faid to drop from the || { 
mouth of the chaft ſpouſe, whiles ſhe delue-' |! x 
rcth them vnto her ncizhbours, & they flow! |] c 
from her moſt calily and fluently, which is |}; 
ſignified by theſe words in that they are laid} 
to be vader hcr tonge. Indeed the is indewed| |? 
with her husband Chriſts ſpirit, by meanes! |} | 
whereof ſhe both perfectly knoweth , and! |! ; 
eaſily pronounceth all chings , becauſe it 152| 
gencrall rulc, the more perfeRly we know a Þ* 
thing, the moreready ſhall we beable to vt- | 
ter and pronounce the ſame. And it follow- | 
eth in the text nd the /avour of thy garments || pt 
i 4s the ſanour of Lebanon, What garments | 
are theſe which the Church weareth, valcſſe Þ # 
it be theſe, wherewith ſhee which is Chriſts | 
moſt ſacred body 1s couered and apparelled |} / 
withall? and theſc are the garments indeede | 
wherwith the grace of Chriſt, his uſtice,ſpi« || | 
rit,cruth.peace, and all thels\ good gifts and } 
races which do accompany them. are orcat-' 
IE The ſent & (mell of theſe things Þ 


pon the Canticles.. 3x 

3s wonderfull ſtrong and ſtrange: for it is « 

the ſauonr of the hill of Lebanon, orof n many 
8 Bf odoriferous trees, and yet ncucrthelclle the 
- | garmets ofthe ſpouſe are more odoriferous 
e {and well ſmclling, chen all theſe things.)Bur 
y [fit is God alone, and his Chriſt, the Angels 
t, f and el:A.which do ſmell the cdor thercof,& 
L. I are delighted therwith;becauſe it is not poſ- 
| | ble at all for chem to pleaſe either God or 
= || man, which hauenot recciued of che fulneſſe 

| & of Ciriſts ſpirie. 


The text. 


1 :12 Myſ/ier my ſpouſe is 454 garden in- 
[1 cloſed, 45 4 [pring shut wp, ard a founteine 
[ ' l ſeal led UP, 

'Þ 13 Thy plants are as 41 orchard of 
| | pomegranates with ſweete fruits, as cam- 
} || phire. ſpihkenard, 

; || 14 Eues ſpikenard, and {affron, cals- 
' || mu and cinnomon,mith all he trees of in- 
| | cenſe,myrrhe and aloes,with all the chiefe 


| ſpices. 
: 15 O fountaine of thegaraens, 0 well 
| of lining waters, andthe FPVIngs of Lebs- 
|. x | #0 D, | 

| 16 Ariſe, 6 Argo; ann come © South, 


iy; a toad) 


— 


4Bz TM Commentarie 
and blow on my garaz, that the ſpices ther, Y ; 
of may flow out : let my welbeloged come ti th 


bis garden, and eat his pleaſant frait. in 

4 qt 

The Commentarie. | F 

i in this firſt IT 

. The Bridegrome in this firſt yerſe com-},, 


mendeth the ſpouſe for abounding in allſf} q, 


manner of fruit of good workes , and he v1, 


ſcth the ſimilitude very ficly of a garden, | /9 


] and ynpoyloned waters : and cuen ſo for all 
the worlds it with the Church. What boos fþ 
teth it then,for the Church to be neuer ſo lh, 
fertile and fruitfull in good workes, vnleſſaq 
God preſcrue and keepe it with a fatherly |; 
prouidence and care, ſetting ( as it were) al; 
hedge round about it, vnleſſe he water 1 if, 
with the water of life, and ſhadow or refrelhiÞ{., 
it with the comfortable gifts and graces of cy, 
theholy Ghoſt: and therefore it is ſaid, 4s 4 Fc 
ſpring ſont vp,and a fountame ſealed vpbecauſc Þ 
it is confirmed and ſtrengthened with the | 
proteRion of the Almightic, as alſo for an | 
other rcaſon, becauſe it is not lawfull _ VS 
| cithes | 


ar 


_ wpontheCanticles, __ 
rf cher to adde or diminiſh any thing from 
tiff che fountaine of the Goſpell, becauſe it muſt 


| thy doctrines or wicked conſtitutions. Thy 
I nlantes are 43 an orchard of pomegranates, with 
Þ /weet fruits,as camphtre, ſikenard.T hy plants. 


{ Thatis co ſay, the fruits of good workes 
NF which follow the planting of faith', 'are as. 


all! dcare vnto me as a garden ,and as pleaſant 
Y*I{ vnto me as any orchard can be inthe world: 
* and thus by the varietie of coſtly ſpices, and 
th 


{odoriferous trees of a paradiſe, that is to fay, 


Ss Hofa wide orchardor deleable garden, wee. 


(0 are tolearne, that the ele although diſtin- 
lt {guiſhed by degrees and perſons, yet are they 


v3 


J Iradiſe, that is to ſay, within the odoriferous 


2! and pleaſanterees of the Church, which a- 


9 {bound in moſt precious and ſweet plants of| 


le Ithe ele& and faithfull ones, and eucry tree, 
y Fchat is to ſay, cucry one which is not planted: 
Jia this pleaſant Eden or garden, bringeth' 
It Hiforth poyſoned and corrupted fruit. Andto 
hi Bconclude, there is no good herbe or fruit: 
f {growing in the world out of this garden:and 
4 Fcontrariwiſe, all that groweth here is whole- 
lc Fſome, pleaſant and a fruit to be deſired. 

IC T he words of the Bride vnts the 

 Brigegrome. 

” i 4; fonnt aine of the gardens, 0 well of —lyming 


& 
a g 
* % 

& 
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| not be infeRed with the puddle of mens fal- 


Jnotwithſtanding all of them within one pa-, 


4 
i 
t 


= if Commentarie | 
waters, and the ſprmgs of Lebanon. O fount ail 
This ſentence 2ppcareth to be an cxclame 
toricſentence of the ſpoule, breaking foortiÞ 
into the prayſe of her husband , for all chy| 
good things which ſhe hath receiued ofhim|} 
as ifſhce ſhould hauc.faid in other wordey |} 
Thou, 0 my gracious ard louing fpoule, ar} 
. the cauſe of all my good, the fountaine of ol 
ternall life : all our gardens had neede to beff 
watered with this lively water: thou art theſ} 
well-ſpring of all heaucnly graces,from whi|| 
all good things are powred downe vpponſ! 
vs in moſt plentifull fort: thou art the con-{ 
duit which contayelt theſe wholeſome wal! 
ters vnto thy Church , which is Lebanon, 
For as Lebanon is full of odoriferous plan- | 
tings of the faithfull : fo the particular 
Churches may be called ſmall orchards, anil 
pcttie-gardens of the great paradiſe of t 
% Church: and there is but one fountaine dff 
+ [Jively water which runneth thorough o tf 
all che prom: of Lebanon, that{ is to Gel 
thereisbut one fountaine of eraceand truth,f 
'namely the holy Ghoſt, wherewithall thel 
'feuerall names” of the faithfull muſt 
| bewatered and refreſhed. So then the foun-| 
taine of the gardens, that is ro ſay, of theſ} 
particular Churches and' congregations |] | 


nothing elſe but the fountaine of the Cx Þ 


tholike and Vniuerſall Church, becauſe & | [4 
s| 


# 
$ 


* 
FE; 
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upon the Canticles. = 
5s in; her firſt, and from thence derined vnto 
| all thereſt. Ari/c,o North, and come 6 South, 
; and blow oa my garden , that the ſpices thereof 
1 way flow outlet my welbeloned come to hu 5 4r= 
ml Wen, ard eate bis pleaſant fruit. Ariſe,o Nerth. 
1 The ſpouſe inuocateth the ſuccour & helpe 
tf} of che holy Ghoſt, by whoſe inſpiration her 
|: pours and tender plants may as well in ad- 
ef{ verſicie as in proſperitie, flouriſh, increaſe, 
pnd bring foorth fruit worthy of the bride- 
rome,to recreate, delioht,and content him, 
{ which is a moſt carefull and diligent huſ- 
[1 bandman oucr the flocke that is committed 
FF vnto him: ſo that the breath of his mouth 
may cauſc the ſwecte ſpices to fall off from 
the trees, and to ripen the daintic Cui vp- 
{ pn the trees, to the end , that he that is the 
rue husband of the Church may eate._ and 
delighted with the fruit thereof, In fine, 
| her heartiedefire and aifeQtion 3s, that ſhee 
may be commended of the Bridegrome for 
J0. pi fruits of faith, which ſhe can 'not bring: 
| forth without his ſpeciall aſlt ſtance : helps, 
hel and fauour. 


The fift ms 


J 


4 1 1 am come into my ardey 3 7 
a Her my pouſe 1 gerbere: i wits be 


86 CACommentarie - 
with my ſpice : I eate mine hony combe 
with mine hony, 1 dranke my wine with} 
wy milke : cate 0 friends, drinke and make | 
you merrie 0 welbeloued. 1 

2 I ſleepe, but mine heart waketh,ituſ 
the woice of my welbeloyed that knocketh, 
ſa1ing, open unto me my ſiſter, my lowe,my | 
aoue, my vndefiled: for mine head us full of 
dew, and my leckes withthe droppes of the 
#ig ht. | 


= xn_ WI ww Www us 


The Commentarie. 


T he words of the Spouſe unto the 'Þ 
Bragegrome, | 


He Church calleth her husband Chri [i 
bl 
o 


her wclbeloucd inher garden, that is ti 
 fay,ſhe aſcribeth all glorie vatohim;for ma 
Ling her ſo faire a garden, and cauſing her 
eo bring foorth ſuch trees and wonderfull | 
ſtrange and odoriferous fruit: whereby ſhes | 
confeſſc,ththat both her ſelfe and her fruit do |); 
come from Chriſt, to the end that hee may | 
be alwayes ready to helpe her, and that he Þ}, 
may be glorified in all, of whom all thingy | 
are, and haue their being: therfore ſhe fpea- | Þ 
keth theſe words, my welbelowed (rift cam 
imo hu garden, that is toſay, vnto me which 

= am 


= 
x 
a 
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. 

by 
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£ 


be 
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pon the Camticles. v7. 
2m his,and in whom,if there be any good or 
*E plcaſant thing, itmuſt be acknowledecd to 7 
| proceede & comefrom his bountifull good- 

A. nelle, and he eate hu * pleaſant frmrt , lothat : 

her are the words ofthe ſpouſe, promiſing /**Mfrwie 
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. No a wo [ | 
er ſeruice &dcuotion vnto the Bridegrome. Aa jo 


| |} Furthermore her garden andall her delighes, 
1] (as ithath bene before ſhewed you) mult be 
[| watercd by Chriſt with his heauenly water. 

| The Bridegrome fpeaketh vnts the Bride 

By | theſe woras. FE 

1, 1 amcomeintomy garden, &c. The Bride- 

[1 grome heareth the prayers of the Church, 

[1 and accordingly addreſlerch himſclfe vnto 

[4 her, and he commech to helpe her, he gathe- 

[i red woyrrhbe and ſpice, that is to ſay, the good 

|} workes of the Church, which are done in 

| Faith, doe fully pleaſe, and arc right accepta- 

{ ble voto him: afterwards then be callcth her 

7 [1 fo come into his garden , into what gardenT. 


O 


ay you? vnto her ſelfe , for ſhe is Chriſts 
{ pleaſanc garden , ſhe is his paradiſe: for it is. 
HChriſts defire and will, that ſhe ſhould re- 
| tirc backe againe vnto her ſelfe, and returne 
' [{vnto her heart, and hecallcth her, becauſe no 


n can truly returne ynto his heart, vnlefle 
pleaſe him to call, and inſtru bim with 
holy Spirit: and the reaſon thereof may 
be chis, becauſe there is 7 a ſo righteous 
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* +: DW8 A Commentarie 

or zodly which ſinnethnot at one time or 04 
tier, as long as he liveth in the Heſh,, and Þ 
therefore he hath great need to returne vny Þ 
to himſelfe, and be renewed and repayred in 
Chriſt, becauſe in deed no man can be erucly | [3 
 faid to returne, but hee that crucifieth the[[g 
fleih, and 15 reforivied and informed afreſh} | 
againcby the holy Gholt. lt followeth, am} . 
eate his pleaſant frmit. Before we heard that f | 
Gods wordes were taken for hony , milke,f} : 
and wine: for hony becauſe of the ſweetneileR}t 
thereof, for milke, for the mecteneſle and} 
contenieneneſle thereof for young children fp 

laſtly for wine, becauſe it flleth our hearhff 
with true 10y and gladneſſe, all cheſe thel$4: 
bridegrome may be ſaid to cate and drinkyJor 
when | he p03 ecth 1n them, eate,o ; friend ff 
dringe and wake yu merrie, 6 welbelozed, Aﬀe 

; mon the number of thoſe which are of t if 
Church of God , there are called vnto Fl i 
| aforeſard banquet of hony,milke, and wi 
that is to ſay,vnto the taſting of Gods wo } an 
firſt of all, all Biſhops and true profeſſorsÞw: 
the Goſpel: : hee willeth them to eate abc 
drinke, and be drunken alſo , becauſe hdffell 
would hauc them to take enough of God 
| words,thatis toſay,to giue themſclues who 7 


ui A oa 


ly vnto the meditation of them vntill ch 
| be dronken therewithall. O happie d | 
| kenneſle, WARN) OY not of the fri 


| wpon the Canticles, _ 8g 
| Þ df the vine, but of the fiweet liquor of Gods 
{ Þ words, which maketh vs forget all tempo- | 
+ nll affaires, in ſuch ſort, that men beeing 
n Þ ance inflamed with the love of heauenly 
y [things neuer feele any temporall paine or 
x [oficfe, as a drunken man in his drunkennes 
MM tdrgetteth all his buſinclle. 
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at [ YT The woras of the Sponſe. 


« Þ 


Ml | a me my ſijter, my lone, Pry done, my vnaefiled, 
tor mee head full of dew, and my lockes with 
rheſ4 #: droppes of rhe night. 1 ſleepe, There be | 
1kJome, in whom the deſires and affetions 
-4bþÞf the fleſh are yet to be ſcene, as in the be- 
Aﬀeruers which hauec not yet altogether cru- 
th hed and mortified the ſame, becauſe whiles 
tl hey liue in this worlde , the. fleſh pre- 
inf$ayleth and worketh ſomething in them: 
otnd therefore the Spoule ſayth, / ſl-epe,bur 
4 ne heart waketh, Shefleepeth whiles thae 
abWic 1s ſomewhat kept backe by*the weake 
 Hefeſh , that ſhe cannot follow Chriſt ſo per- | 
3oRly as ſhe would : for ſhee would noe 
hol "] nor offend any more by her good. 
the ll 
wn ! 


, Yet neucrtheleſle ſhe doth finne and. 
de many times whether ſhee will-or 
Ti , becauſe oftentimes it ſo happencth, 


i 
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that ſhe doth thoſe things which ſhe ſhould ſt 
not, and would not doe, and thoſe things HF 
which ſhe would do, doth ſhe not : and yet fly 
for all this, her hear waketh,by the grace and ſig 
fauour of the bridegrome : whence it com- it 
meth to paſlc, that according to the inward}; 
man, ſhe reioyceth in the law of the Lord fi 
and delightcth in it, ſaying , the voyce of myſ|ae 
welbeloned, as if ſhe ſhold have ſaid,althoughſ{or 
Ilcepe in the fleſh,yet my heart 15 ſtill wa-[{y, 
king , Iheare and knowe the voyce of my " 
welbeloucd Chriſt, calling me into his garſ{da 
den ,that 1s to ſay, willing mce to return 
vato my ſclfc, open vnro me my ſiſter, He aitiffo 
not ſiſter, but 7 ſier,this word my,and yolſſhec 
markeit,is alwaicsadded to the former.Nowhoi 
he calleth her ſiſter, becauſe of the bond be c 
charitic, a friend for her faith, a doue for hyheſt 
uing the ſpirit of God vndefiled, becauſe iWſſhot! 
the righteouſneſſe of her husband , bs, biiigbe a 
| caulcall theſe thinges , being put togſhyor 
, ther, or eucry one by themſclues in particy}; 

| lar :do flowfrom Chriſt. So then the Bride: 
 grom'knocketh ſaying, open wnto we, this is 

' greatand waightic commaundement , at. 


' | Chere cannot be a more neceſlarie precepi}}/ 


| the bridegrome wonld haue cucry one ij | 

| open vnto him , and why ſa? for becaule' 3 
he ſaith himſclfe, mine head i full of dew , 4 t 

wy lockes with the droppes of the night, Gofbel 
= WE Ee Uh. (: 


open the Camticlee, or. 
d che father is Chriſts head, as it is in thefirſt 
1 Epiſtle of S.7Pan/to the Corinthils, chap.z. 
: Lyerſ.1 1; and Ifaiah ſaith, thy dew is the dew. 
| 
J- 


i 4.8 , that 15 to ſay, his truth and his in- 


dÞiand the lockes of his head are thoſe things 
d,Ewhich ſhe obtaineth thorough his meanes 
[at the handesof God, as grace andremilli- 
Hon of finnes, the peace of mind, helpe and 
+Ffuccour in time af 

ya hundred ſuch like things , the mght , or 
r-fdarkeneſlc, are the wicked, the droppes of the 
fob, are thoſe things which are deriued 
tiffrom them,as poyſoned dofrine and wic- 
Wed workes. Wherefore to conclude this 
Point ,all wicked men, and all the power 
Df darkeneſſe which Chriſt ſuſtaynce?, or 


"Wy be droppes of the mght , becauſe they are the 
Wworkes of darkeneſſe. 


Ws: | 
The Text. 


The wordes of the ſpouſe vnto - 
her ſelfe. 


l, 


[ 1 defile them ? 


_—_ 


G 3 


ce: againe Chriſt is the head of the ſpouſe, 


trouble and neceſlirie, and 


feſtrayncth rather from doing of any cuill, _ 
WFoth to himſelfe, and his ſcruants, che are 


; 3 1 haue put off my coat , how chall 1 
| it on? I haue washed my feete how } 
bl 


las ' Commentarie | 
' 4 Mywelbeloued put in his band by thi 
hole of the doore, and mine heart was fel 
| 'QHoned towaras him. 
| 5 1 roſe wp to opento my elbehactll | 
|: = mine hanas aid aroppe downe myrrhil} 
 .end my fingers pure myrrhe yponthe hanf| + 
ales of the barre. [ 1 
6 Topencd to my weth eloued: but m | 
welbeloued was gone and paſt: mine hea | 
'was gone when 4 aid ſpeake:1 ſought bin} 
but 1 could not find him : [called him, bn 
be anſwered me not. | 


| | 


The Commentarie. | 
Our old Adam, being not yet altogethyſ | 
mortifiedin the Church, is ſomewhat fl 
'gilh & ſleepie, and oppoleth himſelf again 
the wakefull and vigilant ſpirit, making ti 
anſwere vnto the Bridegroome, Ve hea 
commaunded him to open vnto him,andr 
ceiue him ſor hiscternall ſaluation.? hawe 
off my coat, as if he ſhould haue ſaid, I rcfi 
| not to opt vnto thee, but the fieſh doth ſor 
L: - |] "What trouble and moleſt me, and thorou | 
|  |thy fauour and grace I haue put off the cf | ; 
'of the old man, that is to ſay, allmannerj/** 
truſt and confidence in my owne worke| ha 
hauc waſhed and cleanſed my fect from? | 
TRANLy '- -- 


| "open the Canticles,  93_ 
th) wanner of affcions,and haue alreadie cou- + 
| ched my {elfe in the moſt ioyfull bed of thy | 
6 | 


, 


| peace, and nowif I ſhould riſe vp out of wy 
| bedto open the dore for to lertheein, I thold | 
all co befdule my feee, and diſquict my felfe, 
graunt this, that] ſhould go to bed againe, * 
| and entoy my happy reſt with thee. I am wel 
| pleaſed with che awnable dewe of thy head, | 
| that is to fay,of thy eternatl and heauenly fa- 
K ther, but che drops of the night, which hang 
"F in the locks of thy head, do amaze & retrifie. 
ne,& who knuweth whether it ſhall ſo hap-! 
| pen, chat when I thall ſuffer and cadure the 
' ſharpneſle of cheſe drops,th:t 1s to ſay, ofthe: 
! croſle I thall offend thee, and dchiic my ſelfe, 
| and ſo conſequently , exciufle my felte from 
1K all manner of partaking of the dew of Gods! 
| fauours , and loole the quizt reſt and peace, 
which by chy gracious meane I have obtai-' 
ned & purchaſed vnto wy ſelte : rhus being 
þ plunged in cxtremities , and doubs, Ican 
1} fot fſecany manner of meanes how I ſhould 
: 


riſe and opcn vnto tlice. | 
| = 35 | LED | 
fall The woras of the Spoaſe onto the 
ol | UIrgins. - | 


NY Cy welbeloned put in bis hand by the 
W bole of the dore, and mine heart was affeftion 
i ned rowards him, My welbelowed . Chriſty 
hand doch beroken his mightie operation. 
__ _ ll. ESE 


94_ _ _ _ C1 Commentarie _ 
| power and helpe, the doore of the ſpouſe,the 
workes and iudgemets of thefleſh ,and this 


_ doore1s faſt ſhut or locked,that is to ſay,the Þ | 
impediments & hinderancecs of the fleſh are | 

_ Not as yet taken away, which, as long as they | x; 
remaine it is vnpollible for the ſpouſeto en- || þ 


tertaine or recciue Chriſt , .or to ſet all her ||| 
affcion vpon him : but he percciuing this | | 


- - our naturall dulneſlc or frowardnes rather, | m 
putteth his hand , that is to ſay, his mercie, |} | 
and bringeth ſuccour thorought the hole of || m 


) 


the doore, that is to ſay, of the fleſh which |} fa 


is weake, and full of holes and infirmities: Þ 
and he may be truly ſaid to put his hand 1n- | 


to theChurch by the hole of the doore,when | | 


he lightneth her with the light of his grace, | 


inflameth her with a true & ardet heat,draw- Þ m 
\ eth her after him, and finally confirmeth and Þ jr 


eſtabliſheth her with other gifts of che holy Þ | 


(hoſt: wherefore as ſoone as euer ſhepercei- | 


ucth Chriſts neceſlary and helping hand,ſhe | | 


ſhaketh off al kind of drowſineſle and floth- | 
full ſuggiſhneſle; and her bowels-are moo- 


ued cowards him , that is to ſay, all her in- | & 


ward partes are mooued within her , toge- | | 


ther by che motion of the holy Ghoſt, to the | 


end,that ſhe may be abletodoall that which 
her welbcloued willeth & c6mandeth her to | 
do,and now ſhe maketh as much haſtas may | 
be toriſe vp, which before could not Ow | 
er 


___ opontheCemticles, __ 95 
* | herheart ſo much as to riſe & ope to her wel-| 
| bcloued when hee knocked. And here wee 
: | may note the wonderfull force and efficacie' 
: | ofthe bridegroms hand: for ſhe did notonly' 
' Þ riſe vp when ſhe opened to her welbeloued, 
- | but furthermore, her hands did drop down: 
mirrhe.Now the hands of the ſpouſe are her | 


by 
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| workes, which do not alwaies drop downe 
| mirrhe, but then only when ſhe openeth vn- 


; 
£ 


* 
s 


E 
s 
f | ments:and looke whatſocuer ſhe doth in the 


; 
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: © butas it were hands dropping down mirrhe 
- | through her fingers:becauſe the good deedes 
|| of the Church , be they done neuer ſo ſecret- 
> | ly, yet neuertheleſle they do yeeld foorth a 
- | molt ſweet finell, and icorruptible ſanour, 
| | moſt acceptable vnto God , in whoſe pre- 
' Þ ſence they are done, and accepted of him. 


| 
; T7. T he ſpouſe ſpeaketh. 


| 1 opened to my welbeloned: but my welbeloned 
- | was gone andpaſt: mine heart was gone when he 


| tid ſpeak: 1 ſought hmn,but I conld not find him: 


: 1 called him, but he anſwered we nor. 


forted the Church with his hand, and ſauc- 
| coured it with his helpe\, and comfort, ſhe 0- 
| pened:: by which word we are tonote al that 


to her husband, and obeyeth his commande- 


| faith and confidence of the bridegrome , iS 


{TR 


| | I opened; che, Aﬀeer that Chriſt had com- . 


| which doth any way fanour the wicked de- | 


LY 
" -— "at 


96 4 Commenterie 
fircs of the flclh, that is to ſay, all inventions - 

of men whatſocucr,which we mult open, that 

1s, take out of the way, otherwiſe we [hal not, | 
bc ableto open the wicked dore of the fleſh, 

that is to ſay, to mottifie and crucihie it with 
the wicked lults & affeRions chereof, which | 
commtcth co palleas often as he cnableth her, | 
to ſubdue and crucific the wicked fleſh, and ; 
takcth away from her matter &.food of 1m- | 
pictie, planting in her a defire and longing, | 


after heautly things,ſothat ſhe is forthwith, | 


_ falled with Chrilts fpirit, and verily ſhee al- | 
kerh many things at his hands, vecgulc ſhe is Þ 
all in all 1n the glorie of his name, but he 
paſlcth and goeth away along by hcr, that is 
to ſay, he doth not graunt her all the deſires, | 
& petitions of her heart: bur how then doth 
the chaſt ſpouſe behaue her ſelfe after Chriſt 
is departed and gone away from her, that is, | 
when he doth not fulfil! all her deſires, & do | 
all chat ſhe would haue him for to do? ſhe re- 
hearſeth the wonderfull workes of God,and 
laudcth the great power & force of his word, | 
ſaying, my ſonle ſhall go forth when he ſpeaketh, | 
'The (pecch of the Bridegrome 1s his word, | 
which ſpcaketh moſt abſolutely in the hearts | 
of che faichfull by che operation and wors | 
king of che holy Gholt , and as ſooneas the | 
faithfull mi hcarech che ſoud of theſe words, | 
he belecucth and truſtcth in them , 0g his, | 
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heart or ſoule gocth foorth, becauſe hee te- 


nounceth and denyeth himſetfe; and all char 
| Jineth or is within him, for Chriſts ſake: - 

| and he oule may be truely ſayd togotorth 

| atthe voyceof the bridegrome, which lee- 


_ her voyce and life, ad all char eucr the 
ath for him, but wholbeatr doth fo, ſhall 
be ſure to kcepe them ynto crcrnall life. So 
then, itis all one1n effec, as if the ſpouſe 


ſhould ſpeake after this ſort, ſo amiable and 


effeQuall is the voice of my welbeloued 
husband, that I am wholly bene and intent: 
vpon him, {till looking and following at- 
ter him. Ie followeth, 1 /ozzphr him, but I 
conld not find him. What ſhould the} ule of 
Chriſt be by the delighrs and ioves of Chriſt, 
butreadic toſecke kin and runne after him, 
and this with as much haſt and diligence as 
may be. Thus then ſke maketh diligene 
ſcarch and: 10quiry for her kusband , & con= 
rinucth ſtill ſ:eking of him but ke withdrew 
himſclfe from her,& would nor ſuffer her to 
find him our, although the deſired it fo as 
nothing more, for albeit ſhe puftcd & blowe 
ed,& labored till ſhe (wet a fad him 
out, yet the could nct find him, till he mani- 
fcſtedhimſelfyntoher,which may befoudat 
any time, ſo that a mi haue faith which fauh 
inerh fr6 God the giuer of al good things. 
Neuerthelefſe it plcaſcth him for a while to 
- withdraw 


_ 
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bimſelfe from the fleſh,to the endthat it may 
be more holy, and more ſanftified. Againeg 
the ſpouſe addeth theſe wordes, / caled han, 
but he anſwered me nor. She calleth the Bride- 
grome,becauſc ſhe hath neede of his fauour' 
and help,and deſireth it moſt carneſtly, & he 
anſwerethher, when he granteth her the de= 

fires and petitions of her heart: but ſhe ſaith, 
that ber welbeloned anſwered her not when ſhes 
called bim.Becauſe hedid not preſently yeeld 
; vnto her requeſt, by giuing that which ſhee 
_ asked:for oftentimes it ſo commeth topaſle, 
that God doth not preſently beſtow that on 
vs, which we deſire athis hande, becauſe in- 
deed by withholding and withdrawing theſe 
thingsfrom vsfor a certain time, he maketh 
 vsto beemore earneſt and willing to ſceke 
thoſe thinges,according to the inſtitution Sc 
preſcript of his word. | 


The Text. 


- Thewatchmesn that went «bout the 
citie found me:they [mote me and wounded | 
me : the watchmen of the walles took away | 
ay _ from me. : PY {of 

8 Jchargezes Hers of Jeruſalem, 
el arts rn ras, 

8hat 1 ame  [icke of lowe. 


93 


80 


that you tel him. | ' 


vpon the Canticles. 9” 


| | 9 Othe faireſt emig women, what is thy 
| welbeloued more then other welbeloued? 
' whatuthy welbeloued more then another 


| lower , that thou doeſt ſocharge vs? 


| The Commentaric, 
| Whales the Chnrch was chus carneſt in the 
| purſuit ofhcr welbcloued, the werchmen,end 
thoſe that went round about the citie fomnd her 
| thus perplexed:and by them we are to vn- 
| derſtand thoſe which are Bilhops and chicfe- 
| prieſts innameand word only, being indeed 
; ſofar fro ſhewing where Chrilt is, and com- 
; fortingthe weake conſciences of the ignore 
| people with the words of life : that they da 


rather beat the ſpouſe,and vexe the Church, ' 


as the cuill ſeryants in che Goſpel, did afflia 


and beat the reſt of their maiſters family, and- 


fcllowſeruants , whiles their maiſter was a- 
broad in a forraine countric. Thele bethe 


z 


| menthatlade men with an infinit aymber 


' \of humane precepts and commandements, 6c 


| theſcfalſe teachers rooke away her vaile from 
| |ber.When vnder the pretence and pretext of 
true religion,they became deſtroyers or cor- 
rupters of the word of God , by taking ic a- 
| wayout ofthe Church, to the end thar their 
| ownedodrincs might take place. 


00 A Commentarie 
T he words of the Spouſe unto 
" the virpine. © 


== 


I charge yon, 0 daughters of leruſalem , if 
you find my welbeloned , that you tell him that I 


am /iche of hv. I charge you. The faithfull 
- ſpouſe of Chriſt, being wounded , beaten, 


ſpoyled and depriued of her owne garments, | 


and being now altogether out of hope as a 
man would ſfay,to find him in the doctrines; 


of men, yet neuertheleſle for all chis,ſhe cea-; | | 


ſeth not to call vponhitn , and; ſecke afrer 


him : neither wanteth the any. deſire or god+ | | 


ly affeRion to ſtirre her vp vnto the carneſh 
and vehement purſatethcrot: for it is moſt 
certaine that the ele of God,are ſo inward+ 
| ly prouoked and ſtirred vp vato thoſe 


things by the mecere inſtinR of the holy 


Ghoſt, that they would rather chuſe to dig 


a hundred times, then once to leaue off from | 


doing thoſe things. Wherefore as the —_— 
could learne nothing of the falſe teachers 
and enemies of godlineſle , which carried a 
great{hew of piectic & learning, ſhe _— 
her ſ(elfe vnto thoſe which of her knowledg 
made no-great ſhewof knowledgeand learl 
ning, to wit, vnto the young maydes and 
daughters of [cruſalem, ſignifying the faith+ 
Full and godly ſort, lining herein this worl 
which arc accounted fooles, and deuoyde 0 
| | | | wmdge+ 


pon the Canticles _ Lon. 


| judgement of the world. And it 1s moſt euj- 
dent that hereby they are meant, becauſe the 
| daughters .of Ieruſalem are alwayes taken 
| for the faithfull whom theChurchchargeth, 
thac-if they find Chriſt, they would be a 
' meanes vnto him for her-to obtaine his loue 


; by celling him hat ſhe was ſtcke of lone, and 
| Janguiſhed for the deſire of him., which is 


| the greateſt defirethe ele can haue, becauſe 
| they do both ſecke to find our Chriſt toge- 
| ther with the ſpouſe, and alfo delire him to 


Tye UI CoHs words vnto the Shoule, 
; 10 the faireſt am017 Women, what # thy wel- 
| Gelored more then other welbeloned? what u 
| thy welbeloued more then an other loner , that 

| thondoeft [o charges 2 Its not pollible for! 
| {the young virgins the Churches beſt belo- 

| ed, vnleſle they firſt heare, to vnderſiand 
| what his ſtate and condition is, wherefore 
| herein this place they do aske after his con- 
| \dition and qualities demaunding what he 
| is. Wherefore the faithfull people of God 
| \doeearneſtly defire to receive inſtructions 
 \of the Church, and'bce informed of her 
; What is her welbeloued ( for it appers 
| |tayneth onely to-the Church to define of 
\thefe chings ) prouided alwaies that ſhe doe 


| it by the cenour and preſcript of Gods 


; { 


| help and ſucccur them at all times & houres. 


| Jo2 A Commenterie 
word, which is her onliclife and rod of dire- 
tion: how he was begotten of the father be- 
forcall ages: and how in the fulneſlcof time, 
hecameinto the world, to take the Church Þ 
to be his ſpoule, ſauing and redecming hea if + 
| from all her ſinnes. ; 


| 
7 The Text, 
F- 


| 1o Mywvelbelonedis white and rad-[ 
die the chiefef of ten thouſands. | 

| 11 His beadis as finegolde , hilockes 

curled, and blacke as a ranen. ; 

| 12 Hucyesare like dowes wpon the ri-Þ | 

pers of waters , vuhich are vvaht with} 

 milke,and remaine by the full veſſels. | 

| 13 Hucheeks are aabedof ſpices, & | \ 

£5 ſweet flowers: and his lippes like lilies > 

dropping ww urs mirrhe. | © 
14 His hands a rings of gold, {et with iſ * 

the Chryſolite: his bellie like vubite ivorit þþ | 

conered wuith ſaphirs. 7 

' I5 Hicleggesare as pillars of marble h | 

ſet wpon ſockets of fine gola: bis countenace | 

4 Lebanon,excellent as the Ceders. Hf 

| . 16 Humouthis as ſuveet things ,and | 

. | bes wuholhackeFablethis i my woelbe- |, 

* lowed, js 


\ __ _ DpontheCanticles, 193 
loged, and this ts my loner , 0dauehters of 
Jeruſalem. EW 

| | 17 'Othe faireit among women, whi- 

|" ther s thy welbeloued gone? whither is thy 

| welbeloned turned aſide that wwe may ſerk 

| himwith thee? ; 


The Commentrtarie, 


| | Intheſe verſes the Spouſe deſcribeth vnto 
| 4 the beauty of her immaculate ſpouſe. And 
Þ firſt, infgenerall tearmes, ſpeaking of his 
| whole perſon: then 1n particular , by entrea* 
| ting nh part and meber of him. She ſaith 
| f then, that he « white and ruday, the chiefeſt a- 
| wong thouſands.By his whitenelle, we are to 
| vnderſtand his diuinitie,according tothat of 
y 7am 2 1s the true light, and there ts no 
Jarkeneſſein him. His rednefle or ruddineſle 
| {5atoken or ſigneof his humanity , becauſe. 
| of the bloud which heſhed,$& rebukes which 
'Þ he ſuffered, and bitterneſſe of rorment which 
| heendured : andlaſtly, becauſe his bloud 
© doth waſh vscleane from all our iniquitics. 
| Tt followeth in the wordes of the Spoule, 
| that her welbelowed was the chiefeft of thou- 
| ſendes, that is to ſay , among all the multi- 
tudes of men, becauſe a thouſand in this place 
| istaken forall men, there ts one onely 
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104 A Commentaric - 

Mediator left betweene God and man,Teſas i 
Chriſt. Bue why is he the chicfeſt and prin. | | 
cipall aboue all other ? Becauſc he ſhould be Þ ; 
a fit Sauiour and redeemer of the Church: for Þ { 
whereas we arc all the ſortof vs wicked, re Þ e 
probatcand finfull men, he is therefore prin-Þ b 
cipally good , and the choſen and chicfeſt Þ & 
among all others, to the end that we thatareſ} þ 
by nature wicked , ſhould by his grace be.ff at 
come good , and of a vilc and cruell nation, Þ wi 
an elect and choſen people'vnto him, being! bl 
by faith made fully partakers of his goodnef} th 
& graces, and whom 1t hath pleafed God the} eo 
Facher, for his Sonne Chriſt Teſus ſake , toe} wi 
le, predeſtinateand preordaine vnto falua} 2p, 
cion from thebeginning, becauſe no man cai}{ -u/ 
be choſen or become good, vnleſſeit bee byÞ &c 
Chriſt , and atrue &luely faith in his death Þ dou 
Hu head is as fine golae , his lockes curled,anlff wal 
blacke 45 a rae Fs head,&c.Now the ſpoulſÞ exc 
gocth about to deſcribe all the particular Whol) 
ſcucrall parts of the bridegrome:and firſt ſhÞdin, 
beginnech with his head, affirming ie toiÞinn, 
' ihe the fineſt gold. Whereby is fignified thifhe w 
molt precious nature of God,which is calle ter i 
Chriſtes head, as S. Pauleſayth : the head awe 2 
Chriſt is God. Secondly the praiſeth him fofthae 
his lockes, becauſe,as the haire doth greathſſing 
orace the head, if it bee fhncly _ » alan 

ſomewhat blacke withall : cuca fo the locaſh G) 
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of Chriſtes head are moſt decent and faire, 
that is to ſay , the doctrine and workes done 

y1 faith , preached by the Apoltics,and Do- 

| Ators of che Church,which hang round about 

| this head like ſo many curled lockes. For al- 
| beir the wicked, as much'as in them lycth,do 
| daily refiſt and ſtrive agamlt chem, yet they 
| hauca moſt notable viaorie ouer them, and 


| are moreand more enlarged , though perad- 


| nentureche wicked may thinke chem to bee 
| blacke, becauſe they cannot pleaſe them: for 
sÞ they do alwayes labour as much as they may, 
&}| to impugne them, & obſcure their doftrines 
- | with lies & 1inyentions. Hs eyes arc lhe dowes 
[| 2pen the riners of waters, which are waſht with 

nh! mclhe , ard remame by the fullteſſels. Hayes, 

jÞ &c. Here ſhe praiſeth him for his eyes, by the 
k.& doucs , open the riners of waters , which are 

ul waſpr 3n milke or (prees , weare tocanſider the 

{E excceding great knowledge, &fulnes of the 

Wholy Ghoſt which was fo plentifully aboun- 

x ding in our Lord & Sauiour Icſus Chriſt, as 

Kinnocreatureclſc.Wherfore S. /94» {aith,that 
IYhe was full of graccand truth:and ſhortly af- 

eiterir followeth,& of the fulncſle of his grace 

owe all reccauc:and eruly ſuch are the eyes, 

that is to ſay,all che indgements and procce- 

tings of Chriſt,to wit, molt fincere & pure, 

Sand proceeding from the fulncſle of the ho- 

= Ghoſt:b6 checkes are - « bed of ſpices and 
, I : 
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it was wel ſaid of 19h», Attend dil!gently vn-[ 1 
tothe writings of the ſcriptures, kccaufe you *© 
may haue eternall life bv them , and' they] /* 
are they which teſtific of me. Sothen it ap-} * 
peareth moſt plainely, chat the ſcriptures} © 


' and word of God are the face and cheeke| 


|  fincll moſt ſweete vnto the godly mindesfÞ ey 
and this ſweete ſmell is cauſed by the opeÞ} ** 


 arefor acertainty known tobe moſt diuine 
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as ſweet flowers, and hu lips like lilies dropping 
downe pure mirrbe, His cheeks,@&c, Here iz the if 
perf deſcription of his checkes, which 'are Þ 

1n the face,and wherby cucry man's known: | 

and therefore wee may verie well take theſe | 
cheeks for the comandements and writings 
of God,becauſc they do righely teach and in« f 
ſtrut vs howto know Chriſt : and therefore | 


of Chriſt : which doe giue vs moſt euidentÞ/ 

tokens of him :& they are as it were beds off 
fpices, becauſe their ſpeeches are diſtinguiſh-ſ | 
ed and deuided into duerſe books , which Pc 


ration of the holy Ghoſt, which happenct 
ſo often as the ſtately ſence thereof is viÞ *.. 
folded and expreſled : and the ſent thered! *%s 
15 increaſed not alitle, when thoſe things l ay 
which may ſceme to bee litle of themſclue cy 
celeſtiall and heauenly thinges. But wh J bin 
do theſe ſweete ſpices growe? Inthe hearty}? 
of the faithfull, which onely do eſteeme ant "at 
make aceount of them. And hee faich,chif © 
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the ſmell of them 15 increa/ea by reaſon of thens 
which {es [weete ſpices and arugs whichare the 
| true Biſhops and miniſters of the word:who Itdian, 
| whiles they by the ſpeciall direQion and in- 
| ſpiration of the word pronounce and mini- 


| if} 
| fler it vnto the people, as a moſt ſoucraigne 
| ointment, to recreate and heale their woun- 
| ded ſoules. Afterwards ſhe commeth to de- 
| ſcribe the Bridegromes lippes. Nowe thelips 
| of the Bridegrome Chriſt, are his doctrine, 
| which is publiſhed. abroad by his Apoſtles 


| and Saints, which like vntocertaine odorife- | 


; | rous lillies , do render foortha moſt gratious 
' | {mcllof righteouſneſlc and truth. His hanaes 


? | 4arings of gold ſet with the Chryſolue: his belly 
F | like white tworie conered with Saphirs. | 
| Hxhands, &c. Thehandof Chriſtis the 
| power of Chriſt, wherwith both in himſclfe 
y | andin others hee bringeth to paſſe ſtrange 
"| things,andhe declareth. the exceeding great 
|| yalue,& incſtimable goodnes of theſe hands, 
" in that he likencththem tcorings of gold, ſer. 
with Chryſolits and pretious ones born 
"'Þ thatit is not poſlible for any morcall man to. 
"|| coprehend theheight & depth of Gods ,om-, 
nipotent power. Furthermore, (hee praiſeth 

Y kim for his belly: vnderſtanding by his belly, 
'Þ kis affetions & cogitations: & ſhe (aith, that 
MN bid belly is ike white inory conered with ſaphirr. 
'E Becauſc all the cogitations , affections , and 
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purpoſes of Chriſt,and thefarthfull are and 
appeare in the preſence of God, moſt white, 
molt precious,and moſt atceptable.Iuoric is' 
made of an Eliphants tooth, very hard,& ve 
ry durable,or incorruptible, and the Saphire | 
13 a kinde of pretious ſtone , which ſhincth' 
molt brightly:and euen fo the iudgements of | 
Chriſt aad his cle are moſt ſincere, firme, | | 
and incorruptible : and furthermore they are' Þ 
bright and Orient Saphirs, hightning the: | 
whole body of the Church with their good' | 


workes: ſo the men ſecing them,may glorifie' p 
God,which is in heauen, H« "xp are a6 pil-' | 


| lars of marble: [et wpan ſockets of fine gold: his 
countenance as Lebanon, excellet as the Cedars. 
Hiz legges, Here in this place. the ſpouſe go- 
eth about to commend Chrilſtes paw 
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all the ſtrength and nimbleneſſe of a man is! | V 


In his legges : wherefore by the legges, wee'f 
may note the innincible ſtrength and forti-' 


eude of Chriſt, which is able both to breake 
all his enemies in peeces, and preſerue his ſer- 


uants from all manner of euill ; and there- | 


fore they may be well likened vnto pillars of 


an 

F th 
; 
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marble , ſet Upon ſockets of fone gold, becauſe! | fer 


| dar 


[they arc invincible, and the ſtrength of them | 


cannot bee onercome : for he came into the' |} mu 


fleſh,and ounercame finne,death and hell it'| 
ſelfe; becauſe heemight ſubduethem vnto'| hig 


the faithfall, and rengthen their fearefull 
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hearts. And hence it is, that you may read 


inthe holie Scripture, chat hee is called a 


| rocke , becauſe of his excceding great force - 


and f(trengeh, againſt the which nothing 


eli abies preuaile . Thus then the force 


of Chriſt conliltech in this, that he is a pillar 
of marble , which hath nonelike vntro him, 


or tobecompared with him : and as many as 


beleeucin him, may truly becſayd to bee pil- 
lars alſo, Sothat as many as are {irengthe- 


ned and confirmed by him, may bee ſayd co 


be pillars of the Church. And now after all 
this , ſhee ſctteth foorth his beautie at large, 


which onely the bcelecuers ſcc,and are delighe- 


ted with the beautic thereof: and yer they 


| ſee no more then it pleaſeth him to reucale 
vnto them. And his countenance is likened 
| vnto Lebanon , which is a molt ſtately and 
| pleaſant place, becauſe indeed all the beauty, 
|| and ſiweete ſmell of Lebanon,that is to ſay,of 
| the Church, which 1s myſtically to bee vn- 


derſtood by Lebarldn, is hid in Chriſt, and a-. 
'Þ mong all thetrees of Lebanon, heis compa- 
red ynto the high, incorruptible, and odori- 
| ferous Cedar : for lJooke howe much theCe- 
| dar doth paſle all other trees in height, cue ſo 


| tnuch and more doth he excecd and ſurpaſſe 


| all others in the Church ; becauſe hee is more 


high , more precious , aud more odoriferous. 
| then any other , yea there is no good ſinell, 


H4 » 
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no pretious &good thing whatfocuer,which 


15 not deriued fro him as fro the fountain of 
all good. Hs menth # as ſweet things, and he us 
wholly neleftableithis is my welbeloned , & this 
is my lovers daughters of leruſalem, 


Hi muth,ec. Laſt of all, ſhe deſcribeth 


the bridegromes mouth, taking it for all his 
inward {weetneſle, that is to ſay, for that in- 
eſtiwable great loue which he bare vnto mi- 
kind, in feeking ther faluations, his peace 
which paſlcth all vnderſtanding, the righte- 
oulnes of Gods ecternalleruth;& in a word, 
his incffable & ineſtimable ſpirit; Finally the 
ſpouſe wondering at the altitude of Chriſts 
elory:and ſceing that all the praiſes that ſhee 
- could heap and accumulate vpon him were 
many degrees inferiour ynto his deſerts,con- 
cluding much matterin few tearms ſhe ſaith, 
that he is wholly delefable, & indeed this is 
her principall intent & purpole euery where 
in the Canticles , to proue Chriſt tobe molt 
carneſtly deſired and ſougRe after , that ſhe 
might inflame and kindle the louc of all men 


towardes him. And it followethin thetext : 


and this u my loner, to (hew liowe greatly ſhe 
did gloric in him. ; 


The wuoraes of the young virgins 
ont the Speuſe. 
O the faireſt among women , whither ts thy 


> 
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bo 

% 


Rt 
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the Camicles. FE 
ES gone + ? whuber « thy welbeloned 
| turned aſide, that we may ſecke hins with thee ? 
| Whither,&c, Conſider that which went be- 


fore, how the ele not as yet wholly &. fully | 
| perfect, but tainted with ſoine ſmall errors 


| and faults, hauc a kind of forme of 'godlines, 
' and ſome certaine knowledge of God,which 
| they defire might bee increaſed cuerie day 
| tnoreand more, and they are willing to bee 
| better informed,& taughe better things. The 
| young virgins, that isto fay, the faithfull ſer- 
| uants of theimmaculate ſpouſe, had learned 
| and heard before what Chriſt was: now they. 
{ defired toknow where his abidivg is, whi- 
| ther he 1s gone, and where they ſhould finde 
/ him, and they promiſe to /ecke hm with ber : 
' and they may well ſay with her, for noman 


' canfind Chriſt ; without he have char which 


| ſhal bring him vnto the knowledge of chriſt, 


| orconfirme and ſtrengthen him 1n it. Nowe, © 
' we know,that a true faith is atrue compani- 


| on of the faithful Church & ſpouſe of Chriſt, 


| which hehimſelfe nameth , rhe fareſ# among 


| allwomen,that is to fay.among all congrega- 


| tions EP nations, becauſe ſhe js moſt won- 


' terfully perfeR and exccllent, by reaſon of 
' that veibeakink beautie, which ſherecei- 
| ueth from her heauenly husband and was 

as bridegrome Chriſt, 


[| 


113 , «<A{Conmenterie 
The {xt Chapter. 

1 Hy welbelowed i gone aowne into | 
hi earden, to the beds of ſpices, to feedein }| 
the gardens, and to gather lillies. Þþ5 
2 1 am my welbeloueas , and my welbe- | 


3 Thou art beautifull (my lot) 4s Tir- | 
zah, comely as Ieruſalem , terrible as an | 
armie with banners. | 

4 Turne away thine eyes from me; for | 
they ozercome methine haire i like a flock | 
of goates, which tooke downe from Gilead, || 

5 Thyteetharelike a flocke of sheepe, | 
which go vp from the washing which exe- | 
ry one bring out twinnes, and none is bar- 
ren among them. — 07 

6 Thy temples are withinthy lockes,as, Þ P. 
#peecce of a pomegranate. +. 

7 There are 60. Queenes and 80. con- | | 
cubines,and of the damſels without naber. | | 
$8 But wy dowe ts alone , and my wnde- | 
 fpled,che ic the only daughter of her mother, | 
axd che is deare toher that bare her, the | 


lowed is mine, who feedeth amoe the lilies, | | 


daughters haue ſcene her, and counted her | © 


bleſſed: euen the Queenes and the concu- 
bines, and they bane praiſed her. 


' | 


OY . 
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The Commentarie. 
T he words of the Spouſe mts the 
young damſels. 


1 T is a ſtrange thing toſec how theChurch 
which bur a licleſince ſought after her wel- 
| beloued, whom ſhe could not find, charged 


| the young damſels, that is tv ſay, the faith» 
full, that if they did find him, they ſhould: 


| bring her tidings of him, becauſe ſhe was ſick 


' 


| for the loue ofhim , & yet the Church knew! 


| full well;that che young virgins could never 


| findout Chriſt, vnleſle they werefirſt ioined 


| with himin perfect charitie , and therefore; 


| ſhe teacheth and in{trufteth them, how they 


| ſhould ſecke Chriſt, if they meant to find z 
| &it 15 as muchas if ſhe ſhold haue ſaid in 0- 


ther words, my louing ſpouſe, the only be- 


rotten ſonne of God, came downe from' 
eauen out of the boſome of his father, into! 


| his garden here in this world, which ha crea»! 


| tcdfor the cleats ſake, adorned & beautified 


| it, commending it to them as a paradiſe of 
delight, for to dreſle and keepe it,totheend, 


| thatthey hauing once rooted ok the thorns 


| þ oferrors and impictics, might make deepe 
| furrows in it, with theploughof Gods i 


'} wherein might be ſowen fpices and ſweet 0- 


dors, which afterwards taking deepe roote: 


might growe vppe , ond is to faye, the 


on the canto; 113 


| 
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in4 CA Conmmentaric 
ele&and faithfu}l ſoyles mighe recciue pro. 
fit thereby, and in proceſle of time gather ro. 
ſes , that 15 to ſay, the ſonnes of God diuided 
in the world, but vnited in faith and charity; | 
and afterwards tranſlate or lay them in the þ 
barne or heauenof all happineſſe, And there. 
ſhe faith, / will embrace and lowe my welbels. | : 
 med,and my welbeloued ſhall embrace and lowue || R 
ewe, in ſuch ſort,that I cannot hope for greas | | 
ter happineſlc and ioy, tobring me vnto the | 
top of Elicitie: becauſc this is the cauſe why | 
the bridegrome came'into the world,to dray | 
all things vato him,co thecnd, that amongſt | |. 
the ele and regenerate, the fulneſle of ioy | ;. 
of the Bridegrome might bee fulfilled in thy |} 1 
Spouſc,as it were among thoſe that feedea; | | 
mong roles andlillies. Andthe ſecond verſg þ #2. 
is an exaggeration, ſhewing that her ale [le 
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was pricked with wonderfull great zealc of | |. 
.charitie, becauſe it was inflamed and burned | 
within herzas if ſhe ſhould haue ſaid, He de- | x 
ended and came down into me, and there; | | 
you will finde him, you mult ſecke | || 


& 
Wo 


fore if 
himin me. 
5 T he words of the Bridegrome 
; puto the Bride, | 
Thou art beautifall wy lene , as Tirzah, |. 
 enWely as leraſalem, terrible as an armic with | , 
bamners.T hon art beaxtifull,cc. Whence is it | 20, 
, C ch - 
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wjon the Canticles, 115 


chat the chaſt ſpoulc of Chriſt is ſo courte- 


| ous and charitable? vnles it beof Chriſtes 
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: 


pirit,in whom ſhe belecucth : and therefore 
he doth well to call her beawtifull and comety. 
And he calleth her his /owe or friend by grace, 
becauſe by nature ſhe merited not this loue 

of the Bridegrome. But therefore was ſhee ' 
comely and faire,becauſe he eleted &choſe, 
decked and trimmed her , and ſoloyed her, 
chat he prouided all chings neceſlarie for her 
ſaluationin moſt plentifull and aboundane 
fort: And becauſe /ern/a/em in the time of 
king Salomon was richer thenany other city, 
in golde, {iſuer, ſtrong men , peace, ioy, and 
aboundance of all corporall and temporall 


' | goods: thereforc was there no better way to. 


Þ fer foorth the beauty of the Church , bueb 
| icopartng it vnto lers/alem,'the citicof God: 
| (eſpecially whereas the Church is a certaine 


' | pleaſanr city of God abounding in all maner 
' | of ſpirifuall goods.. Neither isthe Church 


| | butthe is ccerrible alſo, orrather maicſtical & 


. 
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| only beautified, and adorned with all maner 
| of graces and vertucs, which ſhine inher: 


: | portly, made inuincible by the power of the 
; Pridenrome: and alwayes triumphing ouer 
| all che world,and wicked worldlings therin 
| contained. T urne away thine eyes from we, for 
| they onercome me : thize hawe us hke a flock of 
| goats ,which look downefrom Giltad. 


116 © Commentarie 
T urne away, &c. The mrs Loy falleth a- 
 freſhin cemmeding & prai 


before in the 4. chap.wherefore whereas the 
p- is ſo glorious and great, by micanes of 

bridegromehe defireth no further thing 
at her hands, but that ſhe would withall ma- 
ner of confidence & truſt , behold & looke 
 yponhim, nothing diftruſting his loue or 
kindneſſc towards her,aſſuring her (clf,chae 
It could not but be righepleaſant inhis cies, 
which is the husband of the Church,chat his 
goodnes & louing kindneſle ſhold be belee- 
ued,& embraced ofthe faithful:and he gocth 
forward in comending the ſpouſe for manie 


| 


good parts which werein her,becauſchehim| | 


g ofthebride, 
viing the very ſame wordes which ſheevſed | 
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ſcife is the head of the Church,& therfore he 
| ſholdnot ſceme ſomuch to comend himſelf, | 
as his ſpouſe: but he comendeth the haires of | 


her hcad , which may bee taken here in this | 
place for the chiefe of the Church, as Apo= | | 
{Ues,teachers, and expounders of the word:; | | 
hanging downe his head, thatis, depending! | | 
vpotheſpirituall influences of his graces for: | | 
the better ornamene of the bridegrome with: | | 


mutuall louc and coucord. And theſe haires| | 


| arelikencd vnto « faire flocks of goares which | | 
come from the pleaſant paſtures of monnut Gile- | 
«d, the ſpouſes eyes, as it hath beene aboue: | 
declared in thefourth chafignific the iudge- | 
, | | \ment EL 
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pou the Canticles, 117. 
mentof the holy Ghoſt , and whereas it is 


|| the bridegreme willeth chem to turne them 
|| awayfrom him, not but that he was greatly 
| pleaſed with them , for ſo wee muſtalwayes 


; woraoner him , leaſt we miſtake him, and 


decciued our ſelues:for the meaning of the | 


| words is this, I amalready delighted & plea- 
| fed with thy eyes, that is to ſay, with the 
knowledgeof the godly & righteous iudge- 
meets of the ſpirit of God which fully reſteth 

| in them,in ſo much that they do as it were 
' kindle myloue towards thee, inflaming my 
| Zeale,& increaſing theioy which I conceiue 


bY thee, ſo that I can hardly endure the ve- 


emecy of my leue, it ſo burneth within me. 


The other words which folow are expoiided 
| inthe $forenamed place and chapter, There 
| are GO. Durenes and Bo. concubines, and of 
' the damſels without number, T he Church of 
| God is one Church in the true vaitic of 
| the ſpirit , this Church hath ewo mothers, 


| oncafleſhly mother, and the othera fpiri- 
| } tuall mother, of the firſt wee hauc increa- 
\ Þ ted alreadie in the third chap, of the ſecond, 


- Þ that is co ſay, of the ſpirituall mother, are 


i | theſe wordes ſpoken here in this verſe : for 
- | out of doubt theſe words arenot intended of 


ee 


S aid, that rhe Spore was oncrcome , * waxed x, ;, 7. 
| frond \ or tooke great £/orte i” then z and all Italian, 
| this after a good and godly ſort, therefore 


.I18 A Commentarie _ 

the carnall Church,and therefore they muſt 
needs be meant of that Church which conſi- 
\ Neth in the ſpirie. The Bridegrome calleth 
this Church a doue,that1s co ſay , ſpirituall: 
and hee addeth moreouer, hz dowe, becauſe 
itis by means of his ſpirit,that ſhe is ſpiricu. | W 
.all: for without it ſhe could not bee accoun- | W 
ted adoue. Furthermore, we may,for ought | | 


that I know,ctake this mother for the regene. | | 


rating grace of God, which clefeth the ſm. 
plc,and ſuſtainccth and vpholdeth the ele: 
| &thisis commended, of the Queens, concu- 
bines,and yoong damſels: by whom we areto 
ynderitand the faithfull, becauſe they are 
made of a wicked and incredulous generati- 
on,a Church and congregation of the ele, 
which is continually reuiled, blaſphemed,& 


contradifted Furthermore,theſe concubines (| #® 


and Queenes are the kings wiues, becauſe it 
#5 no ſ\trangephraſe in the ſcripture, to call 
:the concubines bythe name of wines : al- 
Fo it becutdent out of the olde te{tamet, 


that thechiefe of them were cailed wiucs,and h | f 


the reſt concubines:as it 1s manifeſt by A5ra- 
hams wines. Thus thethe whole Church be- 
ing conlidered together,is one perfeſpoulc 


of Chriſt,called a doue, becaule of the gifts of 


:theholie Ghoſt, which arccontained in her: | þ 


andthe more ſpeciall,particular, and greater; 
'Churches recalled Queenes, the lefler con-}}.... 


cubines, + 
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9 rho & chethat hokeeh farth the. 
ornine, faire 4sthe moone , pare a5the” 
have, terrible 4647 armie with dew 


FIX # knew wothing , my P2y or m me 
rhe chariots of my noble people. 


12 Returne, returne 0 Shulamite re-| 


- : returne that we mag behold thee! 
shalt thos ſee in the Shulamite , but dl 


| bs the companic of an armie? 


- TheC ommentarie. . | 


'T He Church is the morning,which: 
| 4 not yet receiued che fulnes of gr I 
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 to'thime by day , nefgliex ſhall chebrigh "ll i 
 nef{Fof che mooneſhing.ynto; theeglforthelll þ 
Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting light, and thy 


Godby glory. Thy 'un ſhabneuer go down, 
neither ſhall che Hon be hid : for F; Lord 


4 


| Cad his ſake: hat'ſhe x5 terrible as an army | 

banners , Je. bath bene a eady Newt yo 'OU. T F 
In the beginning ofthis IPRA rout will [74 
| reathe very fame words Andchis teſto |C| 
 gatiue kindeof- ſpeech; bois ſhe? are" thi | of 
[words of Chriſt (| poken by the way of admiff} [ch 
| ration , to make-the; che Churdif p 
| more known vnto al the world: 7 wene dew "th, 
bh the garden of uunerjoſeethe. ar! 1 fr 
nai g T8 00 hs EIT ERO to: 
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 thal be tlnne cucrlaſting light. Thas ther. the o 
' Churchas faire, but faireas the. rpoonglat i mc 
Faire as the:truth,. becaule ſe all her  beputy a 
renefſecommeth from $ Mckice: :for {© oreal 
FF, STOGY ty and comelineffe ; 2s her Fath ; 
eat in Gods word ; iFher life be « 
cherunto:afterwards Hceipeletedas the fa 
parry who in all the elc& is ſayd tb by 
| Heſt borniegiecauſe athetsare defedang pre 
 deſtinated vnto faluatiog fr etG euning 


# ®.. 
= 4... "IE - , 4 
ee. RE nn n 0 + s 7 Ys 
as w<-4 3, Nt 7 -\ *y . 
PP. - « LS as —_ ' 
Y f « s 


W * IRS 
4 


Fo 


j 


4.4.4 4x <£ 


_—— 


Peres > Cane bor dere bp - -Þ 
"calle Y T Chu ect a garden of nuts, becauſe. 15 
he ernell and [iwectnelle thereof is contai- * 
arkelof aducrhitig. Chriſt 


- fruits of Fo waters or torrents. ? "that} 4 Thes itis in 
hoes of the cle, whichare as trees plan * Fallen. 


7. Lay the riyers of waters, as it is.in the 

, [7 ſalme, Ta ſee. whether the Vine budded | 1 

<> meankooh. ou che > _— L. 4 | 
way , the faith ofthols © c [eti;e fthe cled in : w 


ich cotinually haue their faiths accopaniy ; 
I& followed with ood works: : & we may 


SSIULAIL YA WOIKCS:atid WE may 
"obſcrue thisin ch {ſe wordes of Chriſt vato 
je Church, 1 went downe, that there is no- 
1 which may any way belong or appet-| 
| TN the good of the Church, but he re- 
-ucaleth and maketh it knowen vnto her, 


| T he Spouſe ſpeakerh onto the 

\ da ae DBridegroome. Lf. 4 2ORF: ! ; f 
f 4. hnew nothing, my ſonle [et me as 4 the cp | '.N 

; \rioks of my noble people, krew nothing, &e, 4 

_ Chriſt dcluered vneoche ſpouſe the manner 

lofhiss comming done \ vato her,and! thatzn 


' | \ ada immediacly going beforc,to whom | 1 
ereplycth after, chas manner , / knew» not, i. 
[that is co ſay, I mal red not. that you were = I 


tf | foneare me;rilt you bewrayed your ſelfe vn» TS. 
Ul bY your lwecte — pq — *1 


in the'darknellc,but« edarks prehe- 
carved. tis Thowſhale, ER _ 
to ſhe: by day , aciglicy ſhall. chebright» 
 nef{Fof the moone-ſhyng;ynta.theey; forthe 
Lord ſhall be thine cuerlaſting light, and thy 


| Godby rglory.Thy "an hab neuer Zo down, 


{ | neithe- &-!! Pg mane. ke hi q: ane the Tc .N! 
| Oh | 2 eo TM #* <4 4 637: we 


fare 1s CACih Wir) i Entre oy —_ 


Fer eneſſecomeneth ES DO Oe for "ohm 


El  Dhakly and come! neffe ; as het fath i 
eat Gods word 7 iF lier life be ar | 
cherunto;afterwards ſheoivelced: 2s I'S &o 


{ow who in all the ele is ſayd to becht 
| Giſt borni,becauſe ater aleRrdang pre 


| deſtinated ynto. faluationfs SH VA hewping 


| for his fake: that'ſhe ; mu terrib As 4h arm 5y whll 

| banners : Je. bach bene 3 a Iready Pnidya you 

Inthe beginning ofthis chap:where'yo 
'rea#the very fame words. A; Rchis" Fd 


|  gatiue kinde of ſpeechy, bois ſhe 2:are' hell | 


' words of Chriſt ſpoken by the way of admi 
ration , to make-the; glotid of he Chur 


| | more known yntoalt c worl 1 went oy 
| ro the garden of uunerfoſterhe: fruites if 
nth vo ſor Toy HT is 
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| he kernell and weet Xt, thereof i Is Contats | | 


ned d vnder an hard ſhe of aducrlitic. Chriſt 


SH iat = + 


I 7 me downe, | into, this garden, to preſeruc 


Py. of the ele& which are as frees plans ' Itdlien, 
the riycrs of | waters , as 1t i5.1n the 
: 7 ſalme. To | ſee. whether the vine badded, 
pr whether the pomegranares flouriſhed, that 
s to ſay, the faith of thoſe ele, which 
' þs a continuall companion, and vnſcpara- 
abc accident vnto good workes:and we may 
ill « pbſcrue this in che wordes of Chriſt vato!- 
the Church, 1 went downe, that there is no- 
cf ng which may any. way belong or appet- 
ſtaineynto the good of che Church, but he re- 
jucaleth and makerh it knowen vnto her. # 


f T he Spouſe ſprakgrh + onto the. 


ad, bhnew gothings _ fouls Fr me 24 the no 
riots of my ha LE brew nothing, &e, 
Chriſt dcluered vneo the ſpouſe the manner 
ef | ofhis comming downe vato her,and thatzn 

\the verſe immediacly going before.to whom 
| il xereplycth, after 15 mat Xt knew-not, 
that is to fay, Im arked no of that y ey 
hy | foncare me, tilt you bee crit lf 

pw me by your {wecte _ pleaſant words 
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[kind of ſpeech to exp oue, be 
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(continuall warre and fight with olde e-{dam || 
and the wicked: and ſhee is faide to yoe ff | 
foorth, when ſhee is deliuercd and freed out Þ | 
of the handes of them, or whenſhe can beÞj | 
[moſt willing and content to ſuffer and en-|} 
dure all manner of rebukes for the tceſtimo: || 
'nic of a good conſcience, or for Chriſts ſake: | | 
'repoſing all her truſt and confadence infj | 
God , and vtterly diftruſting her owncſj | 
' workes or merits. ' Afterwards ſhe may beef} 
trulie fayd tormwame w the villages, whet || | 
ſhehath che benefite of Chriſts peace. Eari|] | 
lie in the morning , that is eo ſay, when ſhi} | 
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| bis name, andin his name we are to ſeeke for 
> | (cheflower oftrue farth. fndrbe grapes which 
 srewet jet fully rope, arcthe works and deeds 


. || | of faith, which arc ſaide to be greene,vnripe, 
e | or fomewhatſower , becauſe as long as wee 
, © live here in this wicked world , and carrie- 
» | tabouev$this fraylc and brittle fleſh, there 
: | \remayneth ſome dregges of imperfeQion' 


| m vs. And furthermore, it is ſayd that 
| |they went toſce whether the Pomegranares 


-nquire after many good workes, - done it 
| ;goodand orderly ſort: likewiſe we may vn- 
| |derſtand hereby the well ordered and gouer- 
| [ned congregations of the faichfull which are 
| [red withcharitie: and this is the onely order 
| [and method to be obſcrued of vs in gouer- 


2 Bo IS 


G2 


| |chatall thinges be doneand ordered accor- 
| ding vnto the preſcribed rule and Canon 
| 'of Gods word: for otherwiſe howecan they 


ET. 


| befaid co beordercd at all ? The riotet'd hawe 
inf 'piveu a ſmell, and inour gates are all fweete 
pe ff 'rhinges , new and alde : my welbeloyed, I hawe 
x \beps them for thee, (So then the ce go- 


{ |eth vntothe villages with Chriſt , thae is ro 
Þ ay, by his meanes ſhee commeth vnto the 
| 'full fruition of truereſt and tranquilitie , be- 
\cauſe the violets, mom do moſt commonly 
2 | S + 


\Chrift, becauſe allthioges muſt be done mn 


| (did fomriſþ :that 18 to fay, they did ſeeke and 


| 'ning and guiding the works ofthe Church, 


o 
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'growe abroad in the fieldes, are takenfor the 
faichful,whoſe placeand habitation is m the 
fields, that is to ſay,in peace: becauſe as they 
are ſomerimes oppreſſediwith the tumultes 


ofthe Citie, that is to ſay, aſſaulted with di- | 
, ucrſe andgrieuous temptations : foat ano» | 


, ther time they enioy ſuchrelt of minde ,amd 


| Peace of conſcience, that they ſeerme: to: haue | 
arrived at the hauen ofall happineſle,andes | 
be ſafely brought vntothe pleaſures and de- | 
lights of the countrie. Ir followeth, e-tnd'# || 


| eur gates are all ſweet thinges, to wit, in the 
.gates of our villages, which aretheſe; in- 
_ tice, righteouſneſle, hope;the grace of God, 
 ,wiſedome, acleancheart,anda pure vnder- 

ſiding: becauſe the faithful do remaine and 
,dwell in theſe villages moſt peaceably and 
ſecurely: and the gates of theſe villagesor 
towres are theſe, faith and trueth, together 
,with the feare of God! which is the begin- 
Ding of wiſedome:and theſe are for the molt 
Part common with Chriſt and the ſpouſe, 
,and cherforehecalleth themosr'\gates.Round 
about theſe gates and villages there is great 
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Plenticof good workes growing ,which are | 
' £0 beereaped,, whenthe harueſt and ſeaſo- 


nablc time of charitie commeth, 
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The cight Chapter. 
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that ſucked the breaft of my mother : 1 


would finde thee vuitheat , 1 wuoulde 


\kifſe thee , then they should not deſpiſe 


of | .2 1 will leade thee and bring thee 
ol Fnte my mothers houſe ; there thos shalt 


teach me: and [will cauſe thee to arinke 


| -/piced wuine, and new vvine of the pome- 


| 3 His left hand shall bee under mine 


; head : ard hu rieht Shall embrace me. 


: | 
7 
os 


4 1 charge you, 0 daughters of leruſa- 
lem , that yeſtirre not vp nor vuaken my 


dove wntill she pleaſe. 


The Commentraric. 


T he wordes of the Sponſe vnto the 
Bridegroome. 


OZ chat thew wereſt « my brother, ec. 
Chriſt is as it werea brother vnto thoſe 


4 
, 
j 
{ 


| ithat arc ofthe congregation ofche faithful 


K 4 


1 O that thos wroereſt as my brotht? 


El as hee ſaith inthe third chap, of Hark. verl. 
22 |  '25- Wholocuer doth the will of God , hee is 
my brother, and my ſiſter, and mother , and 

Saint Paxte1n the 8. chapt. tothe Romanes, 
calleth him the firſt borne among many 
brethren. And hee-was made, as it werea 
brother, when hee tooke fleſh. and was in | 
outward ihewelike vnto vs men. Now as 
euery brother, that is to ſay, cucrie faithfull | 
man ſucketh the breaftes of his mother the | 
Church which begate hum by the word of | 
God, thar is to ſay, receiucth ayde and com- | 
fort of hercharitie and loue: ſo m hke ma» | 
ncr Ciriſt, although indeede hee received | 
not any comfort from her breaſtes, yetne- | 
uerthelcſle wee may truly ſay, thatheedid | 
| ſucke her breaſles, becauſe he tooke As | 
and comfort in them. For the two breaſtes | 


ſignifi loue and charitie,as it hath bene be- 


fore ſhewed you. And this husband Chriſt 
1s hee whome che Church defirech to-finde | 
in the ſtrectes of the Citic, thatis to ſay, | 
inthe multitudes of peoples , becauſe it 15 
her heartie defire and wiſh, that if it bee 
| pollibleſhee may beeſcene and: knowne of || 
all by faith, and finallie to the honour | 
and gloric of God, andexample of others: | | 
ſhee defareth to keſſe hiv, that is, humblie! || 
eo requeſt Gods fauour and grace through | | 
Chriſt , whercfore the Spouſe here in _ | 
| | Pp ace it: 


rue Re mon”? 
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place ſeenicth ta bee. willing before men! 
to confeſle heriſcife to bee a moſt wret» 


d ched , vile 5 and miſerable fGnner , makin ; 


5, | dayly interceſſjons and prayers vnto God 
y | chrough Chriſt for his mercifull fauour;' 
a | and therefore the defireth-that ſhe may haue: 


n || leaue co kiſſc him publikely in the ſirectes3/ 


$ | and what is meant hereby ? it appeareth by: 
Il Þ che words following , then tbey ſheteld not de< 
e | þ/eme. As who would ſay, know that thou: 

| docſt molt lowmegly embrace and kifle me; 
| 1n ſecret, but I. befeech chee,o my gentle and 

| moſt louing Sawour,to kiſſe me openly,and 
d | inthe preſence of whale nwyltitydes, to the! 


= || end thatall men may know-and- learnc by. 


d | mycxample, to confelle themſelucs to ba 
t | miſerable ſinners, wretched perſons , and in 
's | theſtate of damnation, and fo conſequenely 
ſuc for Gods fauour and remiſlien of finnes, 


t | thorough thee their Sauiour avd Redecmer, 
e |} aganne thy defve and prayer is,that thy moſt: 
's | glorious and holy name, may be ſanQtficed! 
sf all men, and that no man would de-: 
c thee, but contrariwiſe,cuery onewould- 
ff ihe & extoll thee with all cheir hearts. 
' | |} ] wi lead thee, aud breng thee mio my wothers/ 
: |} hoſe: there them ſaalt reach me: and ] will. 
e| || Faxſe thee to drake fprocd wine, and new wine. 
1 | |] #f che powwegr anate./ will ado thee, & Final - 
$ |f )y he ſheweth the ducticof the ſpoule, ſhe 


/p0n the Canticles, 143 


I94 W- 1-- Commentarie - 
CGieh, 1 will leads thee . TN OTOL 
that pray vnto him by- faith , whither' 
they will , becauſe he heareth them, and 
' rare their requeſts. Thus the Church 
ingeth ham into the houſe of her car- 
nal mother of whom wee haue ſpoken 
ſufficiently 'alreadie'. It followeth , rhere | 
thou ſhalt teach me. She which was but late- 
I informed and taught by Chriſtes ſpirite, 
waxecth now more earneſt and zealous to | 
be taught andinſtrued in higher points | 
of dofrine , and ſhee will haue none to 
teach her but Chriſt , cto whom ſhe ſpeaketh Þ 
with great boldnefſe and confidencie, ſay- 
ing , then ſhalt teach mee, and no other but | 
' thee: for there isnothing which the Church | 
doth ſo much defire, as to be taught of ber | 
husband & bridegrome Chriſt,and to heare þ 
his voice, that is to ſay , his wordes and no 
mans elſe,and after that ſhe hath bene raughe 
of the bridegrome, what remaineth then for 
herto do? then ſhe mult cauſe har to drinke | 
of the beſt wine, or ſpiced wme. Now this new 
wine of the pomegranates ,' is the know- 
ledge of the truth, and yeritic of the ſcri 
A tures, which is ſeaſoned with the taſte of 
F the hol y Ghoſt :and the pomegranatesare| 
F the congregations of the faithfull , being | 
% red with the holy Ghoſt, and direted oe| 
[  gouerned by charitic, that is to ſay, living| 
altoge-f - 
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or | bringeth Chriſt along with her,ſhe bringeth 
w || ching of the Goſpell, and ſhe ſolloweth the 


| T/POM1 
tr altogether by the rule and canon- of Gods 
| holy-word, which is moſt pure and vndefi-: 


ted, which order muſt neceſſarily bekepeof 


all thoſe which meane toatraine vntv Glua- 


tion. T heir new wine, 15 the delcation and 


fweetneſle of Gads fpirie, whereby they line 


and walke, and hauc their bang , and the. 
bridegrome may be'very well ſaid todrinke| 
|| of this. wine, becauſe hes greatly delighted 
| therewithall, for hemay fad in ſomeſore 
| todriakewhich findeth a thing whichpleae 

| (th him greatly. Laſt of all, he thirſtethes 


drinke of chis new wine, chas' 15tolay, after 


| theworkes of faith, which Chriſt may: bee 
| very well faid to drinke , whiles he'ſeeth 


| cheſe chings in the fauchfull,and 1s well plca- 


| ſed with them . His left hand ſhatl be vader: 
| mine bead, and hu right hand ſhall embrace 
| mae. The carefull and louing ſpouſc entreth. 


mto the houſe of her Sarhall mother, and 


| him thither by ſincere prayers, and prea> 


Þ| marter fo carneſtly &faithfully withall,that 
- | Qherecciueth the truth:of her mother, and; 
ſembraceth it. For hauing once recemed! 
| thecruth of her mother, that is to ſay, of 
|} carnall, men , from whom che. Church: 
Þ zfſucd and came, ſhe becommcth both the, 
|| mother and the daughter , that is to ſay, the 


ne 1 "x 


we A Cammentaric 
vrchand ſpouſeof Chriſt, and laſtof 
bring conuerted FG truth, ſhe begind. 
© Nethtco'make experience and triall-of the 
Crolle, together with her daughter, beca 
Ir 15 ible indeede that the croſle th 
. not bea companion tothe loueof thetruth} 
Furthermore, ſhe ſendeth Chriſt vato hey 
which is her true ſpou ny m_ I meang 

his : and among all the crofles, 
F wy var} rebukes, tribulations, and * man} 
4 2 of aduerſities he ſendeth vs by meanes of | 
nf C.” his peace, the comfortable ioyes of his holy 
ſpirit , whereby his left hand is comforted of 
the righe, vnto a certaive hope of ſaluation; 
as theſe words are ded aboue in the 
fecond Chapter, wherethe very ſame — 

are to be read. 
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T he words of the pou Unto the young 1 | 


J charge y0W, 0 ; danghters of lern/alem, hall 
flirre not vp, nor waken my (one vntill ſor | 
pleaſd; 1 charge you. Aﬀter that the ſpoufe the || #/ 
Church, had made: fufficient triall of the || # 
ſharpneſſcof Gods left hand, that is to ſay, Þ 
had fuffredcroſſes and tribulations enough, | 
ſhe was fuſtayned and vpholden by Chrite | 
right hand, wherewithhedid moſt louingly 
embraceher in her: greateſt cempeations, fit 
ting enen in the ſhadow of death,and El: 


berto reſt moſt ily 8 lt - 
j 2ndenioy thar peace hich p 

fandiog: eolinegiinn Pans on her bed 
of reſt, the bridegrome( becauſe hee wauld 
hauc no body totroubleher) { the co- 


wor waken my lone, and why eh do you raiſe 
| her vp & waken her , by ſending her abxoad 
| amid the troubles "atid turmoyles of the 
| world, which arc alwaycs oppoſed againſt 


ble her not, ſuffer her to repoſe and reſt het 
| felfea while in the beds of the holy ſerip- 
| ture, and Jer my holy ſpirit abide and dwcll 
| in her. 
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| The Text. 
| | | = be fpeech of the) Joung ungins. 


e || She wilderneſſe leaning vpon her welbelo-. 
| wed, 1 rayſed thre vp under an (pteree, 
'l there thy mother conteined thee.” _. 

| 6 Ser meass ſedeonthy heart, and 


c 
b>1 
A 


uerlee ouer her, and faith theſe wordes vato 
the young virgins, / charge I” flurre not wp, 


her,nay rather let her alone for a whilegrou+ | 


5 YPhois thicrhet commeth wp out of 


| 4 5 fignet wpon thine arme : for how is 
þ kan death : iealonfie is crnell as tht 
Land : the coales thereof are fierie coates,; 


a 


i. | | 
7 Much water cam not quench FR 
neither £41 the flouds ayowne it : 4 ra 
rhould give «ll ory ſubflence of houſe 
for loxe, they wouldgreatly contemme it. 
The Commentaric. | 
Wee ſec here , that the Church doth | 
turne her carnall mother,and ſhe being 
nerted or turncd, is made one and the ver 
* ſelfe fame with the Church , and nab. 
bi veith ber, cleaucrh bh vnto Gods 
BH word, notwithſtandipg any croſle or aduer- þ 
fitic whatfocucr. And the that was before | 
connerted by hcr daughter, doth now ſccke 
to procure the ſaluation of her mother, that | 
ts to ſay, of thoſe from whom the came, for | 
this is alwaycs a generall note, thae th 
Church of God doth ſecke the faluation "f | 
the wicked, and their vogodly congregati- | 
ons, from whence ſhe came , and was deri-||j tr 
ucd, becauſe we were all of vs once ſinners + 
and offenders, and ſprong vp out of the} 
Charch of the wicked. I fay of the wicked,'ſ| 
and not of the reprobate , becauſecuery re- | 
probatcisa wicked perſon, but it followeth'|{ 


not, that euery wicked perſon isar Ta Ta 
andalbcie the cleQyere ſaid to be _ | 
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_ wpentheCanticls. 149 
Church before they did belecue and embrace 
Chriſt in.their hearts, by a lively faith : yet 
neuertheleſle inthe eternal decree of almigh- 


ofhis Church. Buethe young virgins looke: 
ypon the ſpouſe, and fce how quietly ſhee! 
ſlcepeth among(t che dayly troubles of the 
| Goſpell, roficing daily wore and more in 
| the knowledge of the Goſpell,and therefore 


| they aske who s thu ? as if they ſhonld haue 
faid, it is a very ſtrange thing, beyond all 
[{enſe and reaſon,that ſhe ſhould perſeucre a- 

| mong ſo many cuils as do aſſaulther. And 
| they ſay,that ſhe camevp out of the wilder» 


and dead ſtocke of that abominable ſe& of 
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Þ ſert, whither went ſhee, whither did ſhe af- 
|| cend or go? verily ſhe mounted from terre- 
| ſtriall, carnall, and momentarie things , ſhe 
i- || went vp vntothe glorious bill of Chriſt, the 
- || true Sion. 7 
| The words of the Bridegrome wnto the ( hurch 


after her conmer ſion. 


j of any man whatſoeuer, be his gifts of vete= 


1s || v3 nothing, valeſſe Chriſt preach and tcacl 


tie God, they were alwayes reckoned to be. 


| breaking foorth intoa kind of admiration, 


| nefſe, becauſe they ſprong out of the drie 


| theynbelecuers,as it were out of a plaine de- | 


V nder an appletree, &c. The eaching 
zance & perlwaſton,neuer ſo goed, profitcth' 
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ys inwarilly by moving of our harts toheare 
the word, and afterwards: by confirming & 
Nrengrheniog che ſame in our minds, when 
we haue heard it. The Church { as we de 
clared yneo you before) broughe Chriſt ve- 
to her tnother, and he conuerted her. becauſe 
Chriſt can not be trucly and properly faide | 
\t0 be brought to a place, vnleſle he been- 
 (tertaincd and lodged there. So then he bes 
' |1agonccin friendly ſort receiued and enter- 
\tayned , vouchſafech. to reach and informe | 
her himſclt,delivering her the whole fumme 


|chetrucappletree of life , if we do but be- 


250 - . ACons 


ofthedoarine of the Goſlpell in few words, 
'for he (atth no more vnto her but this, vwdes 
av apple tree, as if he ſhould haue ſaid , rhoy 
'walt before in amiſcrablecaſe,dead in ſinne; 
but { haxe raiſed thee vp , and that under a0 


ppletree : that is to ſay, vnder moe , for hee||Þ w: 


ſpcaketh of himſeife, as if he meant athird, thy 
perſon. We arc thenraiſcd vp vnder Chriſt, 
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tceue in him by faich , and wholly depend 
vpon him : who are7here, that is to lay, vn- 

der the appletree, borne by the Church, the 
mother of the faichfull, as vnder that othicr 
erceof delightinparadiſe, our grandmother | 
Eme conceaued and brought vs foorth the/| & 
{oanes of wickedneſle and corruption. Sj} 
ave 4s 4 ſents on thine bhrart, and as a fignet vyou 
thms arwe:for lenc is as firog as death ucalenſfa' | 

« 


- 


'r1ecoales, and a vehement ſlame. Set me , C6. 
| He may berightly ſaid co haue ſet Chriſt as a 
feale on his heart, and as a ſignet on his arme, 
-which can fubdue & keepe vnder the wicked 
affetivs of the fleſh,together with the works 


| [thereof:ſo that he frame him ſelfe wholy vn« 


to Gods glorie . For what thing elle is the 
heare, but the affeions of the heart? & what 
3s meant by the arme, but the ſtrength and 


| forcethereof, with all the works of our hands? 
And ſhe yecldeth areaſon thereof, becauſe as 
the: faith -, Love 5s ſtrong: as death, ro wit, 


the loue of ( briff , becauſe hee loued vnto the 


death, and rhis iel/ouſie 5s cruel as the * granc, * 1; Holt, 
that is moſt dreadfull and horrible towardes | | 
 lypocrites . And the meaning of all theſe. 


words1s this : drawe neare vnto me with all 
thy heart, with all thy mind,and with all thy 


ſtrength ,; and do all things in my name; be- 


cauſe ſuch is the loue whercwith I loue thee, 


that I was content to dic for thee. And as for 


thoſe which ſay they arc of me, that is, of my 
Church, and yet hauenot any ſcale, that is to 


the world, my iealouſic & indignation ſhalbe 


kindled againſtthem as hote as hel fire. And: 
| inthat 4e is fayd , The coales thereof ave fierwe 
}t coales, and a vehement flame,wearctonote the. 


js || vehemencie and heate both of Chriſtes lone, 


L 
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- | 'eypon the Canticles. __ IST. 
'worwell as the grane : the coales thereof are fi- 


fay, faith, but the lying fignes of the fleſh and. 
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| and alfvof his icaloufie, becauſe they cauſe 
{uch a fire as is the fire of Gods ſpirit , that ig 
tolay, a molt ligely and mightic fire, becauſe 

che fire of loue, that is to ſay, the holy Ghoſt 

maketh vs to be inflamed with a profitable 

and wholeſome kinde of heate. And the iea- | 

louſic of this fire, that is to ſay, ſharpe reucge 
and indignation conſumeth all the wicked & 

_ vngodly men of the earth, Cnch water can | 
wor quench lone neither can the flouds drowne it: | 
if a man ſnould gine all the ſubſlaunce of hu || 
houſe for loue, they wonld greatly contemne it, | | 

' CHinch water,cc, Here in this place the con- |} } 

[ +  |RNancieandſtabilitic of the aforenamed Loue || 1 

1s deſcribed and deciphered vnto vs: & this is | 

that loue wherwith Chriſt loued his Church. F| .« 

And verily ſuch was the heate of this loue, | 1 

that many violent ſtreames of inconuenien- | E 
ces, troubles, reproches, tribulations, and all 

3  '{orts of cuils that could be deuiſed, could not 

|. quench it : for by the parable of a houſe built 

'vppon a ſure rocke , mentioned in the fixt 

Chapter of Saint Lukes Goſpell, it is euident } 

that flouds do ſometimes ſignifi aduerſitic. 

Y Now theloue which by the vertue of the ſame} 

| | fpirit abidcth in the eleR,is firme and ſtrong | 

b vnto them, in as much as they are buile vponſ «' 

| the moſt ſure and ſtrong rocke Chriſt. T hatf : 

3 which followeth afterwards , 1f « wa» ſnowld} 

Lt gixe 4//,&c.doth declare to vs the exceeding} v7 


fer, vohen she shalbe ſpoken for ? 


______ wpontheCamticles. I $3 | 
great efficacy of this: moſt cred & holy loue 


in all thoſe which are truely poſlcſſed there- 
with; for it is the nature of erye and perfet 


loue which commeth from the holy Ghoſt, 


fo cauſe a man to renounce all that cuer hee 
hath, and to order him ſclfe wholly after 
Gods will and commaundement. When rj- 
cnes areoffered them,they regardor eſteeme 
them not: for wee {ee by daily experience, 
that they are ready andwilling to forſake all 


| that cuer they hauc if occaſion ſerue , Sc time 


forcquire, rather then they will ſreme to de 
nic the truth. And truly it is no great mar- 
uell neither : for wherethe loue of heauenly 
/thinges is once accounted and eſteemed of, 


| -there the poſſeſſion and fruition of all earth» 


| ly and franſitorie things is vilified, negle- 
Red, and diſeſtecmed. 


The Texr. 


T he wordes of the Sponſe vnts the 
Joung mAIACS. ; 


8 vrebawalitleſifter, andshe hai 
.#o breaſts: vuhat shall vuce do for onr JS 


' 9 If shebeawual, vuewvill buil 
"open bey a /iluer Po aud if she bea 
ESE 2 | 
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154 - ACommenrarie 
doore,voevviiikeepe her in vuith boords 
of Ceaar. 

10 /lamawvll, andmybreatts are as' 
towers: then vua 1 in bigeyes as one that. 


finaeth peace. 


11 Salomon had a vine in Baal-hamon: 
he gaue the vineyard vnto keepers : encry 
one bringeth forth the fiute thereof chow: 


ſand proves of /aluer. 


The Commenrarie. 


This is the voice of the Primitiue and A- 
poltolike Church,which grew out ofthe Sy- 
nagogue and people of the ewes , reioycing 
for the grace of God which was ſpred abrode 

| chrouzhout all nations : and it is very fitly 
=, ſpoken of Salomon, to call the Church of 
the Gentiles faſter vnto the ſynagogue of the 
Jewes, becauſe God is father to them both, & 
| Abrahamalſo, by whoſe faith the Gentiles 
are proued to be lawfull ſonnes. This 1s that 
yong Church,which mult be choſen from a- 
mong the Gentiles , which is called little or 
imall, becauſcit had but ſmall beginnings at 
the firſt, till afrerwardes in proceſle of time, 
by litle and lifle it grew vp in ſpirit & truth, 
She hath uo breafies : becauſc OO oQrime off bc I 
the Lawe and of the FT. _- 2s Fo 


"EZIEAS pin the Cluticler.. ; 1 158, 
vato the nl nearher recciued ſhe anie 


inſtruction of Fach in God , 5nd charitie to- 


wardes her neighbour of her ſelfc : for ſo ſhe 
was not able to miniſter vntoher yong ones 
the ſpirituall foode of both the Teſtaments. 
What then ſhall we do vnto oxr ſiſter? Aske the 
Patriarkes and Prophets , aske of Chriſt ant 
his Apoſtles,and they wit ſhew you how the . 
churches were to be taughe, how they ſhould 
be vnited & knit together of the Gentils, how 


| they ſhould grow vp , how they ſhould bee: 


P A. ES. Rs 


nourithed and fed, how they ſhould be ioy- 
ned in mariage with ſo noble a bridegroome 
as the Church, how partakers of Gods fauor 


through Chriſt, how they ſhould adorne and' 


beautifie che ſpouſe at ſuch a day of ſolemni-! 
tie, what they ſhould do at that time, louing 
thoſe things which they ought to loue, and 
which they knew to be loued of thebride-! 
groome , how and in what termes they are to. 
commend themſe}ues vnto the bridegroome: 
when they are brought vatohim. /f ſhe be a: 
wall, we wil build upon her a ſiluer pallace : and 
of ſhe ihe a dare, we wil heepe her in wth boor des 
of Cedar, which is thus expounded. /f he be 4 
wall: that is, if the Church of the faithful be 
25 {trong in faith as a wall, ſo that ſhe cannoe/ 
dee caſily ouerthrowne, doubtleſle ſhee will 
ſtand faſt vnto the authoritie of the Scrip- : 
Y 


tures, and bee a ſpouſe worthie of the ho 


L 3 
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- 
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G oſt, and ofher husband Chriſt: but with- 
out faith it is not poſlible for her to pleaſe 
bim, or to profite in any kind of exerciſe or 
ſtudic whatſocucr. Wherefore if ſhe be faith- 
ful,e wil baurld upon her a pallace of ſluer,that 
15 to ſay; the bright ſhining, precious, and e- 
tcrnall cruth,by which we may be able with- 
out all other helpes , to overthrow and fiu- 


ſtrate the wicked attempts of our enemies. | 


Afterwards they deuiſe and comune among 
them {clues how to ſhut the doore which is 
- Chriſt, wth boords of Cedar : hereby end cuo- 


ring as much as in them licth , to make the 


workes of the Church continually from time 
to time more perfc& and ſincere: for this 1s 
meant onely by the going in and going out 
of the doorc. 


T he ( harch of the connerts vnto the Spouſe. 


1 am 4 wall,and my breaſts are as towers,then 
wa l wm his cyes as one that findeth peace. Shee 
replicth vnto them and ſaith,that ſbe & a wal, 
that is to ſay , founded and grounded in the 
faith of Chriſt: for it-js verie neceſl[aric for e- 
uery Chriſtian man or woman, to yeecld a 
xeaſon of his faith to euery one that ſhall de- 
maund or askeit of him. Likewiſe ſhe ſaith, 
My breaſts are as towers, that is toſay, cha- 
ritte and louc in entcreaining and recciuing 

4 | = others 


a 


_ _ wpontheCanticles, 157 _ 
others. And this is meant hereby, being dire- 


Red and guided by my welbcloued husband 
Chriſt Telus, I ſhall be able to teach others, & 
ſtrengthen them which are borne fonnes vn= 
to God by the Goſpell: and fince that time T 
haue receiued ſuch fauour and kindnefle at 
my husband Chriſtes hands, that I am in his 
eyes 4s one that findeth peace. And in theſe 
words ſhe ſcemeth to aſcribe all the glory vn- 
to God , for comforting and ſtrengthening 
her, and giuing her ſuch ſtrong breaſts. 


T he (, burch of the Connerts. 


Salomon had a vie in Baal-hamon: he gane 
the vineyard vnto keepers : enery one bringeth © 


forth the frute thereof, a thewſand peeces of fil- 
er. Here ſhe yeldethyet a more ampleteſti- 
monie of her faith, ſaying , #» char , that is to 
ſfay,the Catholike Church, which containeth 


fo many nations. Se/omo,that isto fay,Chriſt 
our true Sa/omon and peaceable king , had a 


vine in the beginning , to wit, his vniues- 
fall Church, for that is his vine, e-1nd he gaxe 
the vineyard unto keepers : as who would ſay, 
Iknow that it is needfull and requiſite, that 


 eucry one to whomthe charge and muniſtery 


ofthe word is committed, ſhould be thriſe- 


 carefull ro keepe, and not to waſt and ſpaile: 


to defend, and not to hs oy my vineyard. 
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 robrimg forth the frate thereof, a thouſand pee 
ces of filuer, that is, all that he hath, and him- 
elſe alſo. And the frutes of this vineyard are 


theſe, the graceof God, peace, righteoulneſle, 


iuſtice,truth, & other particular ſignes of the 
holy Ghoſt and lifc cuerlaſting: So that this 
is the ſumme ofa Chriſtian mans confeilion, 


to confelle Chriſt to bee head of the vine, 
chat is to ſay,of the Church of the conuerts. 


12 But my vineyard which is mine, 


before me :to thee 6 Salomon, appertaineth 


& thouſand peeces of ſiluer, c+ two hundred; 


go thens that keepe the frute thereof. 


13 Othouthat awelleſt in the gardens, 
the companions hearken wnto thy woyee: 


* 


cauſe me to heave it. 


14 O my welbeloued flie avway , and 


be like unto the Roe , or to the young Hart 
wpon the mountaines of ſpices, 


af 


_— 


The Commentarie. 


' T he wordes of the Bridegrome vato the 
4.2 ( burch ef the Conzerts. 


| The bridegroomeconfirmeth her ſayings ! 
7 rs 
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"oped s the Canticler, r59: 
whe true, affirming the Church tobebefore- 
the Lord , becauſe he is awd yes molt readie | 
ro ſuccour and helpe her in al her necellicies. 
Whereforc he ſendeth not wolnes, but faich-" 
ful rniniſters and Apoſtles to be her keepers, | 
in ſuch ſore , that it is not pollible that any * 
one of them \hould periſh, 


The ha of the connerts vute the 
Bridegrome, 

T othee appertameth a thonſand peeces of fil-. 
er. Becauſe the number of a thouſand is the 
termeand bound of all other numbers,there- 
fore it 15 taken for all numbers , and then the } 
words zo thus, O Salomon; O my peaceable , 

/and loung Chriſt, to thee appcrtainetha | 


thouſand , "that' is, the greateſt and farthers f 


moſt number: eAnd two hwndredto them that | 
keepe the frute thereof, that 15, not ſo much | 
PPorancen vnto thee. 


The wordes of the Bridegrome nts | 

the Bride. 

0 thouthat dwelleFt in the gardens the com- 

partions hearken vnto thy voyce : cauſe mee to | 
keare 3r. Here Chriſt ſpeaketh vnto all the | 
Churchio generall, ſhewing how acceptable. 
and pleaſant her vovce is tohim which ſheſo 


peatly doh da forto heare becauſcher voice 
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bs Gods word: therfore he fpeaketh after this 
maner ynto the ſpouſe, O my louing ſpouſe 
thou that dwclieft m the gardens , that is to lay, 


In the particular Churches , which are taken 


for gardens, T by companions or friends, name- 
ly thoſe which preach and teach the Goſpel]:. 
Hearkenvnto thy voyee ; that is, are obcdicne 
vnto thee, becauſe thou alone art able to teach 
them my words. Cauſe me to heare thy voyce: 


which is nothing diuerſe (Iam ſurc)frommy 


words, or contrarie tothe fcripture : & ther- 
fore molt acceptable and pleaſane vnto me, 
becauſe all other words which proceede and 


 comefror the fleſh, they are not my words, 


they arcadulcerous and falſe words,and ther-' 
fore moſt abhominable in mine cares. | 


T he wordes of the Spouſe unto the 
| Bridegroome. 


O my welbcloned flie away , and be hike vnte 


" the Roe, or tothe young Hart vpon the moun- 


raines of ſÞnces. This mountaihe of ſpices is 


the Church, and therforethe leſſer and parti- 


cular Churches are called mountaines of ſpi- 
 ces:Chriſt deſired to heare the Spouſe ſpeake: 


the Spouſe anſwereth him by vttering the 
words of perfeR charitie : by which words it 
appeareth how zealous ſhe is of Chriſtes glo- 
rie, andthe knowledge of his truth: And fur- 
thermore 


And this is briefly the ſence and meaning of 
theſe wordes, O my welbeloned fie away: as a 
man when he flicth away in great haſt ; or as 
the Roes or young Harts doeskirre it along 
molt nimbly vpon the tops of the hils : ſo do 


thou make haſt, and earrie not to come ynto. 


the mountaines of ſpices, that is to ſay, to' 
come both vnto the Church vniuerſall, and- 
alſo to be preſent & ayding vnto all the par- 
ticular Churches , leaſt happily they may be 
conſtrained eorecetue any other beſides thee, 
and ſo by eftraunging themſclues from thee, 
periſh eternally. Therfore gentle Chriſt come 
quickly,to helpe and ſuccour , to dire&t 

and guide vs vnto the right way , 


which leadeth vs vntolife 
_ cuerlaſting. 
 FINIS. 


wpon the Canticles. 61 
thermore the great defire wherewith ſhe is 
inflamed towardes the faluation of all men. 


Faults eſcaped. 


Inthe Preface,fer the title or wnſcrsption of the 
Song of ſougs , read: the title or wſcriprion tu the 
Song of ſongy, - 7 ne: M0) 

Page 8, line12. for men, reade men. p.14. 1.6, 
for ſunnie,, reade ſinne. p. 21. 1. 23. for partice- 
larly , rrdze patienily. p.23.1.10. for beuſes 
reade horſes, p. 39. 4. 13-for wuith the ſoveete, 
reedevouth ſuvecete, p40, t. 28. for gold, read; 
 Ged.p.53.47.for theprople, reade bi people. p 

51. /.30.. for and maketh it, reade maketh tt p. 
64.1,fo? to, read? 411d. p.79 1. 7. for of ſeemmg 
workes that iſ[ne foorth from faith, reade of 
ſeeming goodvverl;s but not proceeding fro faith: 
the other, a chaine of good vuorkes maced, that 
a 10 [ay, of vuvorkes that iſſue foerth fromfaith, 
p.108,/.1 2,for then,reaae that. p.121, 1.11. for 
theſe ele wuhich 1 a companion, Cc. reade of 
the elefF wohich continually haxe their faiths ac- 
g08p anicd and follouued voith good vvorkes, 


yo 
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